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HOME DEFEAT BLOW TO 
CHERRIES’ PLAY-OFF BID 



FLYING HIGH: Saints 
boss Mauricio 
Pochettino at Villa Park 


ASTON VILLA 0 
SAINTS 0 


SAINTS moved a point closer to equalling 
their best ever Premier League finish as 
they played out a goalless draw at Aston 
Villa. 

Mauricio Pochettino’s men had the better of 
the game at Villa Park but were unable to take 
one of the few chances on offer during the 
match to steal all three points. 

However, a draw was enough to keep them in 
eighth place with just three games to go as they 
look to match the 2003 best set by Gordon 
Strachan’s team. 

# See pages 2-4 for match report and 
reaction. 


£26,000 TO BE I NON WITH FIND THE BALL - SEE PACE fO 


TERRY PAINE 



Saints legend’s 
EXCLUSIVE column 

See page 7 

NON-LEAGUE 



Latest news from 
around the clubs 

See pages 14-19 


NON-LEAGUE 



Sholing off on 
the trophy trail 

See pages 40-41 


F00TRALL 



Fordingbridge stars 
of TUrkish screens 

See pages 44-45 
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Saints Spotlight 


ASTON VILLA 0 SAINTS 0: Saints held to a 


POCH’S MEN 


ON A POIHK 


EYES ON THE BALL: Southampton midfielder 
James Ward-Prowse in action at Villa Park. 


SHOULDER TO SHOULDER: Adam Lallana 
battles with Aston Villa’s Leandro Bacuna. 


SAINTS moved a point 
closer to equalling their 
best ever Premier League 
finish as they played out 
a goalless draw at Aston 
Villa. 

Mauricio Pochettino’s men 
had the better of the game at 
Villa Park but were unable to 
take one of the few chances 
on offer during the match to 
steal all three points. 

However, a draw was 
enough to keep them in 
eighth place with just three 
games to go as they look to 
match the 2003 best set by 
Gordon Strachan’s team. 

Saints created a decent 
opening after just three min¬ 
utes. 

Luke Shaw produced a 
surging run down the left and 
whipped in a cross that found 
Rickie Lambert at the near 
post. 

He held off his man but 
couldn’t get a clean connec¬ 
tion on his header and it was 
a simple save for Brad 
Guzan. 

There was an even better 


Adam Leitch 


adam. leitch@dailyecho. co.uk 

CHIEF SPORTS REPO 


chance just two minutes 
later. 

Morgan Schneiderlin’s 
wonderful lofted pass per¬ 
fectly picked out the run of 
Steven Davis, who had mad 
progess in behind down the 
left. 

Davis then quickly pulled it 
back to Lambert. 

He hit it first time and had 
beaten Guzan, but Nathan 
Baker did brilliantly to mak¬ 
ing a diving challenge and 
just get enough on the shot to 
divert it wide. 

Having barely touched the 
ball in the opening stages, 
Villa had their first hint of an 
opportunity on the counter 
attack as Gabriel Agbonlahor 
got in behind but took a hor¬ 
ribly heavy touch to allow 
Jose Fonte to make the chal¬ 


lenge. After that moment 
Villa did start to get some¬ 
thing of a foothold in the 
game and at least put a halt 
to the one way traffic that 
had been heading towards 
their goal. 

However, it was still Saints 
dominating possession and 
looking the far more threat¬ 
ening. 

They were getting runners 
in between the Villa lines and 
just searching for another 
killer pass while the home 
side were clearly lacking in 
confidence when it came 
mounting attacks of their 
own. 

It was a Villa mistake that 
nearly presented Saints with 
the opening goal on 32 min¬ 
utes as they failed to clear 
their lines from a James 


JtlllUM, bflMIVIDCflO, 

IVELD, REED, CORK, 
RAD0, GALLAGHER. 


CLYNE 


W-PR0WSE 


WESTWOOD DERTRAND 


VILLA SUBS 
STEER, SYLLA, T0NEV, 
L0WT0N, CLARK, HOLT, 
R00INS0N. 


SAINTS made four changes 
to the side that lost 1 -0 to 
Cardiff for the trip to Aston 
Villa. 

Artur Boruc was fit again 
after a back injury and 
resumed in goal with Paulo 


TEAM NEWS 

Gazzaniga dropping to the 
bench. 

There were also recalls for 
Nathaniel Clyne and Victor 
Wanyama, with Calum 


Chambers and Jack Cork 
having to settle for a place 
amongst the subs. 

The other change came as 
James Ward-Prose came 
into the side for the injured 
Gaston Ramirez. 


Ward-Prowse inswinging left 
wing cross and gave the ball 
straight to Steven Davis. 

He half volleyed goalwards 
from ten yards out but Guzan 
got down to his right to make 
an excellent reaction save. 

The remainder of the first 
half was a relatively stale 
affair. 

Saints still looked the more 
dangerous, Shaw taking 
every opportunity to try and 
press forward from left back, 
but they just couldn’t quite 
create another opening. 

Villa were more determined 
to try and make something 
and gave Saints a slight 
worry just before the break 
as Ryan Bertrand’s left wing 
cross deflected behind via a 
touch from Artur Boruc. 

But it was certainly they 
who were the happier to get 
into the break with the game 
goalless after the pressure 
Saints had exerted on them 
for long periods in the first 
half. 

Villa had the first chance of 
the second period. 

Karim El Ahmadi cut inside 
onto his left foot on the edge 
of the area to create himself a 
yard of space to get away a 
shot. 

However, it was weak and 

n easy save for Boruc down 

o his right. 

He had another sniff of 
goal two minutes later but 
Victor Wanyama got a 
block in and the ball went 
over the bar. 

Adam Lallana had a 
good opportunity to 
give Saints the lead 
ten minutes after the 
restart but produced 
an uncharacteristic 
finish. 

Shaw again got 
down the left and 
crossed to the 
midfielder who 
seemed likely to 
turn the ball home past 
Guzan from eight yards out. 

However, the cross was just 
behind him and he could only 
clip his shot against his 
standing leg, which allowed 
Villa the chance to clear. 

Dejan Lovren became the 


TURN TO PAGES 12-13 FOR MORE PREMIER LEAGUE NEWS 
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Saints Spotlight 


goalless draw at Villa Park 

CLOSEIN 

RECORD 


TERRY PAINE’S EXCLUSIVE COLUMN: PAGE 7 


_ SOUTHAMPTON 
JE- AWAY TRAVEL 

SWANSEA Y SAINTS SAT 3RD MAY £14.95 

SHOLING FA VASE WEMBLEY FINAL 10TH MAY 
£17.95 Loyalty Price £14.95 
Entertainment & Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 

Travel in comfort by coach and arrive in style from 
Southampton to your designated Football away match venue. 

Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. 

Pick-up points from Bournemouth, Ringwood, Marchwood, 
Totton, Southampton, Fleming Park & 

Winchester, Fleet/Chieveley. 

For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: 


07801867365 (Nick) 

B Southampton 
Away Travel 

www.southamptonawaytrayel.co.uk 


ATTACK: Morgan Schneiderlin goes past Villa’s Mark Albrighton. 


ON THE BALL: Victor Wanyama in action at Villa Park and, below, Rickie Lambert. 


first player in the book after 
bringing down Agbonlahor 
as he threatened to get in 
behind. El Ahmadi met Marc 


Albrighton’s deep right wing 
free kick but from a tight 
angle it was a relatively com¬ 
fortable save for Boruc at his 


near post. 

Albrighton had a go himself 
moments later but, though 
his fierce drive from 25 yards 
out was well struck, it was 
straight at Boruc who gath¬ 
ered it. 

Shaw was the next man to 
receive a yellow card for a 
foul before Saints made their 
first change on 67 minutes 
with Sam Gallagher replac¬ 
ing Ward-Prowse. Gallagher 
played a central attacking 
role with Lambert dropping 
slightly deeper. 

Even though the game had 
dropped into another lull, the 
Villa Park crowd were trying 
to rally their team with their 
need for the win greater than 
Saints. 

Villa were certainly not 
lacking effort as they tried to 
press Saints at every oppor¬ 
tunity and not allow them the 
time and space on the ball 
they enjoyed for much of the 
match, but there was no com¬ 


parison when it came to qual¬ 
ity in the final third. 

Saints had big appeals for a 
penalty waved away as 
Nathaniel Clyne’s cross from 
the right was blocked. It 
looked to hit Bertrand’s hand 
just inside the area but it was 
a sliding tackle from very 
close range. 

Villa did try and address 
their lack of attacking threat 
with a first change ten min¬ 
utes from time with Grant 
Holt coming on for El 
Ahmadi. 

Saints responded with Jack 
Cork replacing Victor 
Wanyama three minutes 
later before Villa prepared 
themselves for a final rally 
by introducing Callum 
Robinson for Weimann. 

Harrison Reed got a late 
run out for Saints as he came 
on for Lallana in the three 
minutes of injury time. 

If it was because Saints 
were expecting a last gasp 
onslaught from Villa then 
they needn’t have worried as 
it was them actually pushing 
harder for the winner. 

They threatened to open up 
the home side in the final 
moments as Shaw again 
burst past two players only 
for his cross to be blocked. 

In the end both sides had to 
settle for a point as the game 
ended goalless. 


BREAK: 

Adam 
Lallana 
starts a 
Saints 
attack. 
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HONOURS EVEN: Saints boss 
Mauricio Pochettino and his Villa 
counterpart Paul Lambert. 

Poch: Only 
our finishing 
let us down 

MAURICIO Pochettino was left frus¬ 
trated as Saints drew 0-0 with Aston 
Villa. 

The Saints boss admitted his side 
were wasteful in front of goal at Villa 
Park, which meant they failed to win 
a game they dominated for long 
spells. 

He was also frustrated that referee 
Lee Mason failed to award a penalty 
when Nathaniel Clyne’s cross 
appeared to be blocked by the arm 
of Ryan Bertrand. 

He said: “I think we deserved to 
win. 

“We did everything right, we did 
everything well, except actually 
score. 

“I am very happy with the team’s 
performance but I’m a little bit sad 
because we created many chances 
but were a little bit wasteful as well.” 

Pochettino added: “It was a clear 
penalty. 

“You all probably had a better view 
from the TV, but from my point of 
view it was a clear penalty. 

“The linesman as well was quite 
close. It’s unexplainable to me why 
that penalty was not given. 

“We feel hard done by because in 
the last few games we have had 
decisions that have not gone our 
way and if those decisions had gone 
our way as they should have then we 
would have more points right now. 

“The players do not deserve the 
calls that have not been given 
because they should have been 
given and we would be higher in the 
table if those decisions had gone our 
way.” 


AWARD NOMINEES 

SHOW WEIR CLASS 


Gordon Simpson 

gordon.simpson@dailyecho.co.uk 

SPORTS REPORTER I 


IT is some mark of Saints’ sea¬ 
son that not one but two of 
their players have found them¬ 
selves on the nomination list 
for this year’s prestigious PFA 
awards. 

Adam Lallana’s fine campaign 
has been honoured by his peers 
with a place alongside Eden 
Hazard, Steven Gerrard, Yaya 
Toure, Luis Suarez and Daniel 
Sturridge on the shortlist for the 
main prize. 

Teenage star Luke Shaw is 
among the contenders for the 
young player of the year award, as 
are Hazard, Sturridge, Aaron 
Ramsey, Ross Barkley and 
Raheem Sterling. 

It has been some time since the 
name of a Saints player has been 
etched onto either trophy. 

You have to go back to 1981/82 
when it comes to the main prize, 
with Kevin Keegan taking the hon¬ 
ours that season. 

Shaw would be the first to win 
the young player award since Matt 
Le Tissier, in 1989/90. 

Given the performances of 
Hazard and Sturridge this term, it 
will be hard for the 18-year-old to 
beat either of them to the gong, but 
his display at Villa Park this after¬ 
noon again showed why he is 
deservedly keeping such company. 

Shaw was a menacing threat 
going forward, giving Aston Villa’s 
right-hand combination of 
Leandro Bacuna and Marc 
Albrighton a severe test. 

He set the tone as early as the 
fourth minute, with a lung-burst¬ 



ing run down the left, before clip¬ 
ping a delicate ball to the near post 
that Rickie Lambert should have 
done better with. 

One of Shaw’s most impressive 
abilities is how well he runs with 
the ball. 

While for many players it creates 
a burden that slows them down, 
the Saints left-back never seems to 
lose any of his pace. 

With his still, upright, upper 
body and his legs churning away 
beneath him, he can sometimes 
resemble Roadrunner. Often, 


Villa’s attempts at slowing him 
down or stopping him were about 
as successful as Wile E Coyote’s as 
well. 

Shaw should have had an assist 
when he broke in behind the home 
side’s defence in the second half 
and was picked out by a beautiful¬ 
ly-threaded through-pass from 
Steven Davis. He burst clear down 
the left and centred the ball for 
Lallana, who was powering into 
the box from midfield. 

If anything, the pass was slightly 
behind the Saints skipper, who 


couldn’t readjust his legs properly 
and was only able to scuff the ball, 
with his effort never threatening 
the goal. 

It would have been a fitting 
moment, with the two nominees 
combining for such a well-worked 
goal. 

It wasn’t to be, though, summing 
up Saints’ day somewhat - like 
against Cardiff a week previously, 
no matter how much good football 
Mauricio Pochettino’s side seemed 
to produce, they could not find a 
way of putting the ball into the net. 



COACH HOLIDAYS 


Daily Echo 



Newmarket 

Holidays 



Wimbledon 

Departs 5 & 6 July 2014 

This is your chance to soak up the unique atmosphere of the world’s premier Grand Slam tennis championships over the 
final weekend, as you wander around the outside courts, savouring those famous strawberries and cream - with perhaps 
a glass of Champagne or Pimms - before taking your seat on famous No.1 Court, to watch the stars of tomorrow and 
yesteryear compete in the finals of the Junior and Veterans’ events, or watching Centre Court action on the famous 
Big Screen. 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel • One night’s bed and continental breakfast accommodation at a three-star hotel in the London area 

• A full day at Wimbledon with a reserved seat on No.1 Court • A visit to Windsor •The services of a Tour Manager 


(§) www.newmarket.travel/ncs11410 (£) 0843 316 1124 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. 
Calls cost 5p per minute. 
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Cherr es/Pompey Spotlight 





CLOSE: Tommy Elphick has a chance 
against Sheffield Wednesday. 


CHERRIES’ play-off hopes 
nosedived as 10-man 
Sheffield Wednesday scored 
twice late on to settle a pul¬ 
sating contest in favour of the 
visitors. 

Defeat at Dean Court left Eddie 
Howe’s men three points adrift of 
sixth place with just three games 
remaining, starting with Easter 
Monday’s visit to Ipswich. 

Atdhe Nuhiu drew first blood for 
the visitors when he despatched a 
rasping drive past Cherries goal¬ 
keeper Lee Camp after 16 minutes. 

But Marc Pugh’s fifth goal of the 
season - and first since October - 
restored parity after 31 minutes, 
the winger climbing to head home 
Lewis Grabban’s cross. 

However, Wednesday quickly 
regained the lead when on loan 
Chelsea midfielder Sam 
Hutchinson nodded past Camp 
just three minutes later. 

Yann Kermorgant, who led the 
line superbly for Cherries, got his 
rewards when his header 11 min¬ 
utes into the second half saw the 
hosts draw level for the second 
time. However, despite creating a 


number of chances, Cherries were 
beaten when ex-Saint Leon Best 
and Chris Maguire both netted in 
the closing stages. 

Wednesday carved out the first 
shooting chance in the sixth 
minute when Kieran Lee’s 20- 
yarder flashed past the post follow¬ 
ing a knock-down from Nuhiu. 

A mix-up between Chris 
Kirkland and Miguel Llera 
allowed Lewis Grabban to set up 
Matt Ritchie, although the 
winger’s shot was saved comfort¬ 
ably by the Owls goalkeeper. 

Grabban, teed up by Yann 
Kermorgant’s incisive pass, saw 
Kirkland dive to his right to push 
the striker’s shot from a tight 
angle around the post. 

Disaster struck for Cherries 
when Nuhiu fired the visitors into 
a 16th-minute lead, the Austrian 
rifling home an unstoppable left- 
foot shot from the edge of the box 
after seizing on Steve Cook’s stray 
pass. Marc Pugh’s last-ditch clear¬ 
ance prevented Wednesday adding 
a second, the winger well placed 
on the far post to keep out Chris 
Maguire cross-shot. 

Cook atoned for his earlier error 
when his saving tackle stopped 


Maguire going clear before 
Kermorgant’s shot from a Eunan 
O’Kane free kick was blocked by a 
defender. 

Cherries levelled after 31 min¬ 
utes when Pugh climbed above his 
marker to head home Grabban’s 
hanging cross from the right with 
Kermorgant pivotal in the build 
up. 

However, Wednesday restored 
their lead just three minutes later 
when Hutchinson nodded past 
Camp from close range after for¬ 
mer Saint Michail Antonio’s long 
throw had been headed into his 
path. 

As Cherries went in search of an 
immediate response, Kirkland 
pulled off a smart save to keep out 
Grabban’s first-time effort before 
the striker skied a shot over the 
crossbar following Ian Harte’s free 
kick. 

Midfielder Andrew Surman was 
also denied by the former England 
goalkeeper, Kirkland parrying his 
fierce drive after Kermorgant’s 
neat flick had put him through on 
goal. 

Kermorgant nodded Cherries 
back on level terms 11 minutes 
into the second half when he met 


Harte’s corner with a firm header 
to register his seventh goal for the 
club. 

And as Cherries continued to 
assert, Ritchie and Grabban both 
went close to firing them into the 
lead before Camp saved at his near 
post from Antonio’s snapshot. 

Hutchinson, who had netted to 
restore Wednesday’s lead in the 
first half, received his marching 
orders after picking up a second 
yellow card for a foul on 
Kermorgant midway through the 
second period. 

Cherries’ appeal for a penalty fell 
on deaf ears after Ryan Fraser had 
gone to ground under a Joe 
Mattock challenge before 
Kermorgant’s free kick from 20 
yards beat Kirkland, only to hit 
both post and crossbar. 

Wednesday took the lead for a 
third time when substitute Best 
squeezed a left-foot shot inside the 
post after Antonio’s effort had 
come back off the crossbar follow¬ 
ing a swift break four minutes 
from time. 

And Maguire’s deft finish from a 
Best cross deep into added time 
sealed victory for the 10-man 
Owls. 


Boss Howe: 
Play-offs are 
unlikely now 

BOURNEMOUTH boss Eddie Howe 
saw his Cherries suffer an unexpect¬ 
ed reverse at the hands of Sheffield 
Wednesday and then all but conced¬ 
ed defeat in the race for the 
Championship play-offs. 

Late goals from Leon Best and 
Chris Maguire earned the 10-man 
Owls a 4-2 win at Dean Court after 
Marc Pugh and Yann Kermorgant 
had cancelled out earlier efforts from 
Atdhe Nuhiu and Sam Hutchinson. 

The defeat left Cherries three 
points adrift of the top six with three 
games remaining - with Brighton 
moving into the final play-off place 
following their 1-1 draw at 
Huddersfield. 

Ipswich, who Cherries face at 
Portman Road on Easter Monday, 
could open a two-point lead in sixth 
should they triumph at Watford 
tomorrow, with Howe set to attend 
the Vicarage Road clash. 

Howe, pictured below,who watched 
Cherries play the final 27 minutes 
against 10 men following 
Hutchinson’s dismissal for two 
bookings, said: “We went all out for 
the win and sometimes there is a 
danger against 10 men that you 
commit too many bodies forward. 

But we had no 
alternative 
because we 
needed to 
score. I felt we 
might regret it 
if we had taken 
a draw and 
ultimately 
proved to be a 
point short. 

“We did 
everything to 
try to win the 
game. We 
weren’t at our 
best, there is 
no denying 
that, and I didn’t think we managed 
the last part of the game very well 
when we had the one-man advan¬ 
tage. We didn’t take full advantage 
of the situation. 

“I think you have to give credit to 
Sheffield Wednesday. They played 
well, made it difficult for us, played a 
high line and compacted play. They 
tried to stop us getting our natural 
rhythm. We were disappointed we 
didn’t win but, sometimes, you have 
to give credit to the opposition and I 
thought they did well. 

“For periods of the game, we 
showed our quality and then, at 
other times, we were a little too 
wasteful in possession, which isn’t 
like us. We couldn’t build any pres¬ 
sure because of that. Although we 
weren’t at our fluent best, I still felt 
we did enough in the game to have 
won but they are the fine margins we 
have come on the wrong side of in 
this game.” 

Asked whether he felt Cherries 
could still reach the play-offs, Howe 
replied: “From my perspective, I felt 
we had to win all four games so I 
think it is going to be very difficult 
but we will try to win the remaining 
three. With three games left and a 
goal difference which isn’t too 
clever, I think it will be diffiuclt.” 
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THIS week saw the 25th 
anniversary of the 
Hillsborough tragedy and 
what a tragedy it was. 

The marking of this anniversary 
was met across the footballing 
world with an almost universal 
sense of solidarity. 

Even if you’re Mancunian or a 
Toffees fan, this one tragedy 
strikes a chord with all of us, if 
only for the reason that it could 
have been us. 

At one stage we’ve all been there, 
at a football ground and, but for 
the grace of God, that could have 
been us. 

No one should go to a football 
match and never come home. 

I was asked a question this week: 
Do I believe the club should invest 
in safe standing areas? 

My answer was no, not unless it's 
cost effective. 

If you’d asked me that question 
ten years ago my answer would 
have been very different, my 
answer would have been a very 
emphatic ‘yes’. 

The cost of going to games start¬ 
ed to rise, the working 
man/woman was slowly begin¬ 
ning to get priced out of the sport 
and “safe” seating was being us 
used as an excuse to charge what 
they wanted - football was being 
transformed from sport to enter¬ 
tainment. 

INCOMPETENT 

For the life of me, to this day, I 
cannot see how turning football 
grounds into all seater stadiums 
made football safe. 

Hillsborough was caused by 
incompetent policing/stewarding 
and by fences that treated football 
fans like animals. 

I often think what would happen 
had the Hillsborough tragedy hap¬ 
pened today? The obvious answer 
is: It wouldn’t as the fences that 
caused the crush have gone. 

But what would happen if there 
was a mass rush at a football 
ground today? Answer? Carnage. 

In a sane world, if you had to 
evacuate football fans onto the 
pitch, what would be the safest 
option? Safe standing areas where 
the seats can be folded up and the 
terracing barrier dropped down, 
or fans clambering over the backs 
of seats to get on the pitch? 


I’ve said it before, I cannot, for 
the life of me, understand how 
football has been singled out for 
the “seating only treatment”. 

How can it be right for a football 
fan to be made to sit down for 90 
minutes when most of us know 
that that’s practical impossibility 
during a game of football? Yet if 
you travel around London by tube 
on a train travelling at great 
speed, it’s okay for hundreds of 


people to stand continuously in 
what can only described as third 
world conditions? 

When any underground trans¬ 
port tragedy occurs, ask yourself, 
when was the last time any com¬ 
mission made groundbreaking 
changes to the set up? There is a 
huge list of train derailments and 
of course the Kings Cross tragedy 
but how many times has anyone 
suggested seat belts for trains or a 


non standing area? Yet one tragic 
incident at Hillsborough and the 
whole of football is changed 
Am I alone in thinking football 
was being specifically singled out 
by the Taylor report? 

The Taylor report had one effect 
and one effect only, it gave clubs 
the right to put prices up and treat 
football as entertainment. 

The release of Saints’ season 
ticket prices raised very few heads 


and that, for me, was a point of 
great concern. 

If you are a parent taking your 
child to a game on your own you’d 
be looking at paying the same 
price for a child’s ticket as an 
adult ticket. 

A parent and a young child 
would be paying £1,500 for two 
season tickets behind the goals. 
Am I alone in finding that 
obscene? 

The fact that it seems to have 
slipped by without much of a com¬ 
ment shows you just how far down 
the line we are in regards to the 
argument for safe standing. 

Whilst I wholeheartedly agree 
with it, its time has now been and 
gone. 

No football club will realistically 
look at it unless it becomes finan¬ 
cially viable and it won’t be. 

No one is going to want to pay 
more to stand for 90 minutes, it 
goes against the very principles of 
football. 

Seats are more expensive, 
always have been, always should 
be. You just can’t justify the costs 
involved in putting safe standing 
areas in place and as such they are 
now a thing of the past. 

When a stadium’s being built, 
that’s the time to talk about it, not 
10 years afterwards. 

TRAGEDY 


Hillsborough was the most terri¬ 
ble footballing tragedy of our time 
and whilst it’s probably not a pop¬ 
ular thing to say, the Taylor 
report was aimed at the fans and 
not the event itself. 

It was part of a cover up that 
aimed at making the fan responsi¬ 
ble for the tragedy when time and 
hard work has proved that a lack 
of organisation and the antiquated 
way football fans were treated 
were the real culprits. 

Fans died because the authori¬ 
ties didn’t know what they were 
doing and because fans had 
nowhere to go other than into a 
metal fence. 

The Taylor report did nothing 
other than alleviate the guilt of 
those responsible and it set in 
motion measures that have now 
priced the working man/woman 
out of football. 

Hillsborough, the event and the 
investigation that followed it 
immediately afterwards, it 
shames us all, still. 
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The Saints legend’s (exclu sive) column on all things football 
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MANCHESTER City fans must have 
surely felt a sense of anguish when 
their star player and top scorer 
Yaya Toure was hauled off with a 
hamstring injury during the 3-2 
loss to fellow title hopefuls 
Liverpool. 

The Ivorian powerhouse has fired 18 
goals for the Citizens and is without 
doubt their most important player. 

City manager Manuel Pellegrini 
recently confirmed that the midfielder 
would be on the sidelines for at least two 
weeks, missing the surprising midweek 
draw against Sunderland but also the 
now must win fixtures against West 
Bromwich Albion and Crystal Palace to. 

While this news may feel like the end 
of days for some fans they shouldn’t 
worry as City have a player who is more 
than capable of having an impact in the 
centre of the park: James Milner. 

The 2010 PFA Young Player Of the 
Year is a player of special talents who 
isn’t given the credit he deserves. 

Milner was highly rated by the 
England youth coaches and made a 
record 46 appearances for the England 
Under-21’s. 

The England international is an 
extremely versatile player and 
can operate in a number of 
positions including central 


midfielder, right-back and on both sides 
of the wings. I feel Milner, who included 
in the PFA Team of the Year 2009-2010, 
was criticised a bit too much after his 
unimpressive performance for the Three 
Lions in the 2010 World Cup. People 
were expecting a lot from him after he 
picked up the PFA Young Player of the 
Year Award but perhaps the pressure 
unsettled the player. Milner shouldn’t 
have been singled out for criticism as the 
whole Three Lions squad under per¬ 
formed in the tournament. 

Manchester City fans often see him as 
unworthy of being in their 
team’s squad due to his 
low goal returns but 
fail to notice his 
other qualities. It’s 
true Milner is not as 
prolific as Toure 
nor as graceful as 
; Silva but he is ever 
willing to play for 
the team and is 
always consistent 
which make him an 
asset. 

Former 
City 


manager Roberto Mancini was 
impressed with Milner’s work ethic and 
often included him in the starting line 
up. 

This season Milner has been mostly 
used as a substitute by new City manag¬ 
er Manuel Pellegrini but has put in 
some brilliant performances, like the 
one against Bayern Munich in the 
Champions League where he provided 
the cross for Silva’s goal, won a penalty 
and then topped off his performance 
with a stunning goal which unfortunate¬ 
ly couldn’t prevent City’s exit from the 
competition. 

Milner changed the game when he was 
brought on in the recent defeat against 
Liverpool and was once again involved 
in Silva’s goal and even helped in the 
build up for the second. 

The midfielder is not just an impact 
sub he is much more than that. 

The midfielder has made 20 substitute 
appearances but still manages to aver¬ 
age at least 0.8 tackles per game. Stats 
have shown that Yaya Toure has been 
neglecting his defensive duties in favour 
of a more attacking approach to his 
game. 

The 28-year-old is a threat in the air 
and can help City keep possession as he 
excels at holding on to the ball. Milner 

REPLACEMENT: James Milner (left) 
can fill in for Yaya Toure (main pic). 


X 


— 


has managed 
to complete 
85.8 per cent of 
his passes in 
the Premier 
League this 
season and has 
averaged at 
v least 0.9 key 
\ passes per 
game 
which 


high¬ 
lights his 
importance 
on the field. 

Pellegrini has 
used Milner in a / : . 
central position just 
once this season and has 
mostly used him on the 
wings but should be shifted to 
the centre once more as his 
strength can come in extreme¬ 
ly handy. 

Every successful team needs a 
willing workhorse. Ji-Sung 
Park and Nicky Butt played that 
role at United for years, it’s no 
coincidence that when Milner 
was used regularly, City won the 
title in 2012. 


-*L 
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“Saints are in little | 
danger of threatening 


the positions 
above them.” 


MICHAEL Laudrup’s time at Swansea 
may have ended with a somewhat 
ignominious exit from the club, but 
there was no denying he had a real 
insight into the world of football. 

He was clearly intelligent and articulate, 
even if his style didn’t ultimately seem to 
suit his employers. 

Early in the season Saints were dreaming 
of a top four finish. 

It was that point in the campaign when 
things were going brilliantly, and anything 
seemed possible. 

Laudrup, pictured below, poured cold 
water on the prospect of such a remarkable 
feat being achieved. 

He said: “It’s always good to be ambitious. 
But, of course, I think there are better 
teams than that. 

“I like the team they (Saints) have. It’s a 
team who can be in the top 10. 

“'Those spots - eight, nine and 10 - are the 
maximum for them and us in terms of what 
we can go for. 

“I still believe you have all the big sides. 
The Manchester clubs, Chelsea, Arsenal, 
Tottenham, Liverpool and Everton. That’s 
seven. 

“In my opinion, the rest of us play for 
eighth position and down.” 

It wasn’t really what Saints fans wanted 
to hear, and Laudrup was somewhat shot 
down. 

However, he has been proven to be com¬ 
pletely correct. 

WANNABES 

Saints’ season sees them likely to finish 
eighth, at the head of that pack of Premier 
League big boy wannabes, but in little dan¬ 
ger of truly threatening the positions above 
them. 

To make that next step up, to join that lit¬ 
tle elite group, is arguably the biggest leap 
in world football at the moment. 

Adam Rant asked Mauricio Pochettino 
this week what it took to make that step, 
and whether it was ever realistic to think a 
club such as Saints could do it within their 
current budget. 

Pochettino simply 
pointed to the 
amount of cash 
those big clubs 
spend on trans¬ 
fer fees and 
wages and their 
ability to do that 
through 
European com¬ 
petition, and then 
said compare that 
with what is avail¬ 
able at St Mary’s. 

It said everything 
you needed to know 
really. 

Saints fans must 


happen - even if this really would have 
been that season for Saints - but to take 
that next step has to be bought with cold, 
hard cash. 

It all leaves Saints in a rather odd position 
right now. 

There is a sense that they are drifting a 
little. 

VIBRANT 

Earlier in the season when that drive 
for the top positions was still alive it felt 
such a vibrant club, so united, only 
focussed on their success together. It felt 
as if anything was possible. 

As reality has struck however, and the 
FA Cup exit left nothing much to play 


for, things have ambled along. 

That sting, that impetus, has gone. 

The vacuum it has left has been filled 
now with talk of whether the manager 
will stay at the club and whether various 
players may wish to leave if big clubs 
offer substantial sums of money this 
summer. 

The contrast between the two moods 
could hardly be starker. 

It all feeds off of each other. 

What was keeping that unity was a 
belief that Saints could do something 
truly remarkable. With that belief hav¬ 
ing taken at least a temporary dent, it is 
inevitable that suddenly other offers 
become intriguing. 

And with the manager’s situation 
looking like it will not be sorted until 


_ 


because without a very significant invest¬ 
ment of cash, and that is massively unlike¬ 
ly in the foreseeable future, this is as good 
as it gets in terms of league positions. 

Saints have hit a glass ceiling. Eighth is 
about as high as they can go. 

Even Rickie Lambert, a highly ambitious 
player who has always broken through any 
supposed limitations other have placed 
upon his shoulders during his career, and 
especially his time at Saints, admitted as 
much. 

He confessed that the squad thought that 
breaking into that elite was very possible 
earlier in the campaign, but the reality 
over a long season with the resources and 
depth of talent those other sides can call 
upon makes it near on impossible. 

Maybe just for one fleeting season it could 
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the summer, it could drift yet further, 
with more instability causing no doubt 
more players to wonder about their own 
futures. 

It is so strange that it all seems to have 
\ turned in such a short space of time. 

\ There are still opportunities for 
I improvement at Saints. 


to maybe even push to aspire to a level of 
Tottenham or Everton over a sustained 
period seems plausible, even if that top 
four dream is not. 

Added to that, of course, is the potential 
of having a proper crack at one of the 
major domestic cup competitions and 
there is still enough to galvanise players 
and fans alike. 

Whether it’s enough if clubs that can 
offer a place the next step up that ladder 
come calling for the manager or players 
remains to be seen. 

It would be really sad if what felt like 
being such an exciting and special 
moment in the club’s history fizzled out 
so quickly. 

It would ultimately prove Laudrup’s 
theory is not for shaking. 


SPENT HEAVILY 


All right, we may have to accept from 
the comments made when the 
financial figures were released that 
Saints spent heavily to get to this 
[ level and that might not be repeated 
L now. 

ft But to remain eighth next season, 


Team leak 
controversy 
is pointless 

WHAT an incredible fuss there has 
been over whether the Cardiff team 
was leaked to Crystal Palace ahead 
of the two clubs meeting. 

Only in football, and even more 
specifically British football, could 
we get so worked up about such a 
thing. 

Adam Rant has to confess he has 
never quite understood the need for 
such secrecy with regards team 
news. 

Occasionally you might wish to 
keep the odd surprise or two up 
your sleeve, but that stereotypical 
British manager’s snort of I’m not 
telling you my team,’ has always 
seemed a little odd. 

Over a season you can accurately 
predict the team nine times out of 
every ten. 

When you get 
out on the foot¬ 
ball pitch it is two 
teams battling it 
out. 

It doesn’t really 
matter if you 
knew who was 
going to be at 
right back, or if a 
certain midfielder 
wasn’t going to 
be fit. 

Go abroad and 
you will find man- WIN: Palace 
agers who rou- boss Tony Pulis. 
tinely release fair¬ 
ly detailed information before 
games. 

Even some of the foreign man¬ 
agers in this country aren’t so coy. 

It’s a ploy too. By saying ‘we don’t 
care if you know our team or not, 
we are still going to beat you,’ you 
have a massive mental edge over a 
manager who will hold his cards 
tightly to his chest. 

Those managers, and there are 
many in this country, looks as 
though they aren’t confident in their 
players to deliver and require some 
surprise element which, knowing 
most of those managers, they then 
won’t produce anyway. 

Adam Rant knows from his own 
playing days that when you get out 
there it doesn’t matter anyway. 

In a team sport there are so many 
variables during a game that it is 
virtually irrelevant after the first 
minute. 

It’s a sad indictment on our game 
and our small minded football cul¬ 
ture. 

No Ebdon is 
a blessing 

A MASSIVE blow to the BBC this 
week after it was confirmed that 
Peter Ebdon has failed to qualify for 
this year’s snooker World 
Championships. 

It will mean that they will have to 
dig out some re-runs of old games 
to fill the two or three hours most 
of his frames felt like they took to 
complete. 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 26,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

OS AAA Nearest priies 0,115 

% ■■ I II || | ■ 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

H rn ■■■■■■ miSS 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

ir uivUV prize nXssztsz** 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


E IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
hampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will be 
paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 will 
be added to next week’s jackpot and 
£50 will be added to the nearest-miss 
prize. 

The nearest-miss prize will be paid 
out to the competitor whose cross is 
nearest to the centre of the ball when 
there is no jackpot winner. 


When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£6,000 and the nearest-miss prize at 
£ 1 , 000 . 

If the Jackpot is not won after 45 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
three nearest miss prizes will be 
awarded totalling £24,000-with a first 
prize of £12,000, a second prize of 
£8,000 and a third prize of £4,000. 

The jackpot for the following week 
will be £26,000 with £1,000 being 
added each week. The nearest miss 
prize will be £2,000 with £50 added 
each week until the jackpot prize 
reaches £50,000. 

If there is still no entry showing the 
exact centre of the ball, the process is 
repeated until there is an exact centre 
of the ball winner. 

If there is more than one winner the 
jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 


& 


, — - M 

* ft* w # * 


CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 
9am, 

24 April 
2014 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday, 

26 April 
or Sunday 
& El 27 April 
2014 


Winners 


Competition number SI 3 


JACKPOT WINNER no 


WINNER 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Mrs S Morris, Southampton, Hants 
Who wins the Nearest Miss Prize of £12,000 
Mrs P Brown, Poole, Dorset 
Who wins the Nearest Miss Prize of £8,000 
Mrs A Lewis, Southampton, Hants 
Who wins the Nearest Miss Prize of £4,000 

The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


R Banks, Southampton, Hants 
B Butt, Isle Of Wight 
R Cummins, Southampton, Hants 
T Grindey, Locks Heath, Hants 
J Johns, Southampton, Hants 
B Lawrence, Southampton, Hants 
D Marlow, Southampton, Hants 


Rules 


G Mathieson, Southampton, Hants N Southwell, Southampton, Hants 
A Pilcher, Southampton, Hants M Speed, Southampton, Hants 


M Plumbly, Southampton, Hants 
K Read, Southampton, Hants 
C Rolfe, Andover, Hants 
M Snelgrove, Lymington, Hants 
M Snellgrove, Southampton, Hants 


G Swain, Holbury, Hants 
M Thomas, Dibden Purlieu, Hants 
E Worley, Wickham, Hants 
J Young, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 325 per coupon. Coupons with 326 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB PO Box 24 
Competitions, Southampton SOI 6 9ZD in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 
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SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES 




RESULTS 2013/14 






AUGUST 

















Sat 17 

West Brom . 

.(A) 

W1-0 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Lai Ian a* 

Rodriguez** 

Lambert 1 

Ramirez* 

S Davis** 

Cork*** 

Sat 24 

Sunderland . 

■(H) 

D 1-1 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 1 

Lovren 

Shaw* 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin** 

W-Prowse 

Lai Ian a*** 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

Clyne* 

Osvaldo** 

Ramirez*** 

Tue 27 

Barnsley (CCC 2) . 

■(A) 

W 5-1 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Fox 

Cork 

S Davis 2 

Isgrove* 

Ramirez 1 

Rodriguez** 1 

Mayuka*** 1 

Rowe* 

Reed** 

Sinclair*** 

Sat 31 

Norwich. 

.(A) 

L 0-1 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Fox 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin** 

W-Prowse 

Osvaldo*** 

Lallana* 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 

S Davis** 

Rodriguez*** 


SEPTEMBER 

















Sun 15 

West Ham . 

.(H) 

D 0-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Rodriguez 

Osvaldo 

Lallana* 

Lambert 

W-Prowse* 

Chambers** 


Sat 21 

Liverpool. 

.(A) 

W 1-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 1 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Rodriguez*** 

Osvaldo 

Lallana** 

Lambert* 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Cork*** 

Tues 24 Bristol City (CCC 3) (H) 

W 2-0 

K Davis 

Chambers 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld 1 

Fox 

Cork 

S Davis*** 

W-Prowse 

Ramirez 1 

Do Prado** 

Lee* 

Rodriguez* 

Reed** 

Rowe*** 

Sat 28 

Crystal Palace ... 

.(H) 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo 1 

Lallana*** 

Lambert** 1 

W-Prowse* 

Rodriguez** 

Ramirez*** 


OCTOBER 

















Sat 5 

Swansea . 

■(H) 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Fox 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Osvaldo* 

Lallana 1 

Lambert 

W-Prowse* 

Rodriguez** 1 

Do Prado*** 

Sat 19 

Man United. 

■(A) 

D 1-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez* 

Osvaldo 

Lambert* 

W-Prowse** 

Do Prado*** 

Sat 26 

Fulham. 

.(H) 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse** 

Rodriguez* 1 

Lallana 

Lambert 1 

Do Prado* 

Cork** 



NOVEMBER 

















Sat 2 

Stoke . 

■(A) 

D 1-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Rodriguez* 1 

Lallana 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 



Wed 6 

Sunderland (CCC 4) 

■(A) 

L 1-2 

K Davis 

Chambers 

Yoshida 1 

Hooiveld 

Fox 

Cork 

Reed 

S Davis** 

Ramirez*** 

Rodriguez 

Lee* 

W-Prowse* 

Lallana** 

Gallagher*** 

Sat 9 

Hull. 

■(H) 

W 4-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 1 

W-Prowse 

Lallana*** 1 

Rodriguez 

Lambert** 1 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo** 

Cork*** 

Sat 23 

Arsenal . 

■(A) 

L 0-2 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Hooiveld 

Shaw* 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Lallana** 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo** 



DECEMBER 

















Sun 1 

Chelsea. 

■(A) 

L 1-3 

Boruc* 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

W-Prowse** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 1 

Osvaldo 

Gazzaniga* 

S Davis** 

Lambert*** 

Wed 4 

Aston Villa. 

■(H) 

L 2-3 

Gazzaniga 

Clyne*** 

Yoshida 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse* 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 1 

Lambert 

Osvaldo* 1 

Cork** 

Fonte*** 

Sat 7 

Manchester City . 

■(H) 

D 1-1 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork 

S Davis*** 

W-Prowse 

Lallana** 

Rodriguez 

Osvaldo* 1 

Lambert* 

Ramirez** 

Reed*** 

Sat 14 

Newcastle. 

■(A) 

D 1-1 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Hooiveld 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork 

S Davis 

W-Prowse** 

Rodriguez*** 1 

Osvaldo* 

Lambert 

Lallana* 

Schneiderlin** 

Gallagher*** 

Sat 21 

Tottenham. 

■(H) 

L 2-3 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Hooiveld 

Lovren 

Fox*** 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 1 

W-Prowse* 

Ramirez** 

Gallagher*** 

Thu 26 

Cardiff. 

■■(A) 

W 3-0 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana * 

Rodriguez 2 ** 

Lambert 1*** 

W-Prowse* 

Ramirez** 

Gallagher*** 

Sun 29 

Everton . 

■■(A) 

L 1-2 

K Davis 

Chambers*** 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork* 

S Davis 

W-Prowse** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 1 

Gallagher** 

Clyne*** 


JANUARY 

















Wed 1 

Chelsea . 

■(H) 

L 0-3 

K Davis 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw* 

Cork** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Lallana 

Ramirez 

Rodriguez 

Clyne* 

Lambert** 

W-Prowse*** 

Sat 4 

Burnley (FAC 3) ... 

■(H) 

W 4-3 

K Davis 

Clyne 1 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld*** 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Ramirez** 

W-Prowse 

Lambert* 1 

Rodriguez* 1 

Lallana** 1 

Fonte*** 

Sat 11 

West Brom . 

■(H) 

W 1-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana** 1 

Rodriguez*** 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 

W-Prowse** 

Do Prado*** 

Sat 18 

Sunderland . 

■■(A) 

D 2-2 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren*** 1 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana* 

Rodriguez 1 

Lambert 

Ramirez* ** 

W-Prowse** 

Yoshida*** 

Sat 25 

Yeovil (FAC 4) .... 

■(H) 

W 2-0 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Lallana** 

Do Prado* 1 

Rodriguez 

Gallagher* 1 

S Davis** 

Reed*** 

Tue 28 

Arsenal. 

■(H) 

D 2-2 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 1 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez 

Gallagher* 

W-Prowse* 

Do Prado** 



FEBRUARY 

















Sat 1 

Fulham . 

■■(A) 

W 3-0 

Boruc 

Chambers** 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez*** 1 

Lambert 1 

Cork* 

Clyne** 

Gallagher*** 

Sat 8 

Stoke . 

■(H) 

D 2-2 

Boruc 

Clyne* 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 1 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 1 

Chambers* 



Tue 11 

Hull . 

■■(A) 

W 1-0 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 1 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Lallana** 

Rodriguez 

Lambert* 

Do Prado* 

W-Prowse** 

Wanyama*** 

Sat 15 

Sunderland (FAC 5) 

■■(A) 

L 0-1 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

W-Prowse** 

Lallana*** 

Do Prado* 

Lambert 

Rodriguez* 

Schneiderlin** 

McQueen*** 

Sat 22 

West Ham. 

■■(A) 

W 3-1 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Yoshida 1 

Shaw 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 

Lambert*** 

Ramirez* 

W-Prowse** 

Gallagher*** 


MARCH 

















Sat 1 

Liverpool. 

■(H) 

L 0-3 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork*** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 

Lambert** 

Ramirez* 

Gallagher** 

Wanyama*** 

Sat 8 

Crystal Palace. 

■■(A) 

W1-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 1 

Lambert** 

Wanyama* 

Gallagher** 

W-Prowse*** 

Sat 15 

Norwich. 

■(H) 

W 4-2 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

W-Prowse 

Schneiderlin 1 

S Davis 

Lallana* 

Ramirez** 

Rodriguez*** 1 

Lambert* 1 

Do Prado** 

Gallagher*** 1 

Sat 22 

Tottenham. 

■■(A) 

L 2-3 

Boruc 

Clyne* 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

W-Prowse 

Cork 

S Davis 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez** 1 

Lambert*** 

Chambers* 

Ramirez** 

Gallagher*** 

Sat 29 

Newcastle. 

■(H) 

W 4-0 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse 

Lallana*** 1 

Rodriguez 2 

Lambert** 1 

Schneiderlin* 

Ramirez** 

Gallagher*** 


APRIL 

















Sat 5 

Manchester City .. . 

■■(A) 

L 1-4 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork*** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez* 

Lambert 1 

W-Prowse* 

Gallagher** 

Wanyama*** 

Sat 12 

Cardiff . 

■(H) 

L 0-1 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers** 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork*** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana 

Ramirez* 

Lambert 

Gallagher* 

Clyne** 

Do Prado*** 

Sat 19 

Aston Villa. 

■■(A) 
















Sat 26 

Everton . 

■(H) 

















MAY 

















Sat 3 

Swansea. 

■■(A) 
















Sunil 

Man United. 

■(H) 



















LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

KELVIN DAVIS 

2 

0 

6 

0 

292(1) 

0 

JACK CORK 

18(6) 

0 

5 

0119(14) 

0 

RICKIE LAMBERT 

28(5) 

11 

2 

1216(15) 

115 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 

7(1) 

0 

0 

0 

18(1) 

0 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

15(4) 

0 

1 

0 

16(4) 

0 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

30(2) 

15 

3(3) 

2 

58(16) 

26 

ARTUR BORUC 

25 

0 

0 

0 

46 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 28(2) 

2 

2(1) 

0197(31) 

10 

DANI OSVALDO 

9(4) 

3 

0 

0 

9(4) 

3 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

16(5) 

0 

4 

1 

54(5) 

2 

ADAM LALLANA 

34(1) 

9 

2(2) 

1 235(26) 

60 

TADANARI LEE 

0 

0 

2 

0 

9(5) 

2 

CALUM CHAMBERS 

18(3) 

0 

2 

0 

20(4) 

0 

STEVEN DAVIS 

24(5) 

2 

5(1) 

2 

52(17) 

6 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3(10) 

i 

DEJAN LOVREN 

27 

2 

0 

0 

27 

2 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 15(15) 

0 

4(1) 

0 

29(28) 

1 

BILLY SHARP 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12(6) 

10 

JOSE FONTE 

31(1) 

3 

KD 

0 

173(5) 

15 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

SAM GALLAGHER 

1(13) 

1 

0(2) 

1 

1(15) 

2 

JOS HOOIVELD 

4 

0 

5 

1 

75(3) 

9 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0 

0 

1 

0 

KD 

0 

HARRISON REED 

0(1) 

0 

1(3) 

0 

1(4) 

0 

MAYA YOSHIDA 

6(1) 

1 

6 

1 

45(2) 

2 

OMAR ROWE 

0 

0 

0(2) 

0 

0(2) 

0 








LUKE SHAW 

31(1) 

0 

3 

0 

58(6) 

0 

JAKE SINCLAIR 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 








DANNY FOX 

3 

0 

3 

0 

58(10) 


GASTON RAMIREZ 

3(14) 

1 

4 

2 

27(20) 

8 








JACK STEPHENS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

GULY DO PRADO 

0(8) 

0 

3 

1 

80(36) 

23 









KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

Monday, April 21 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Man City v West Brom (8.00). 

SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Championship: Birmingham v Blackburn, 

Brighton v Blackpool, Burnley v Wigan, Derby v 
Barnsley, Ipswich v Bournemouth, Leeds v Nottm 
Forest (5.15), Millwall v Doncaster, QPR v 
Watford, Sheff Wed v Charlton, Yeovil v 
Huddersfield. 

League 1: Crewe v Colchester, Leyton Orient v 
Wolverhampton (12.15), Milton Keynes Dons v 
Brentford, Notts County v Crawley Town, Oldham 
v Coventry, Peterborough v Carlisle, Preston v 
Shrewsbury, Rotherham v Port Vale, Stevenage v 
Bristol City, Swindon v Bradford, Tranmere v 
Sheff Utd, Walsall v Gillingham. 

League 2: Bristol Rovers v Rochdale (1.00), Dag 
& Red v Chesterfield, Exeter v Torquay, 

Fleetwood Town v Wycombe, Hartlepool v 
Morecambe, Mansfield v Cheltenham, Newport 
County v Burton Albion, Northampton v 
Portsmouth, Plymouth v AFC Wimbledon, 
Scunthorpe v Oxford Utd, Southend v Accrington 
Stanley, York v Bury. 

SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Premier: Barnet v Braintree Town (5.15), 
Cambridge Utd v Chester FC, Dartford v 
Tamworth, Grimsby v Hyde, Hereford v Alfreton 
Town, Kidderminster v Nuneaton, Luton v Forest 
Green, Macclesfield v Gateshead, Salisbury v 
Welling, Southport v FC Halifax, Woking v 
Aldershot (1.00), Wrexham v Lincoln City. 

South: Basingstoke v Weston-super-Mare, Bath 
City v Farnborough, Boreham Wood v Staines, 
Bromley v Bishops Stortford, Chelmsford v 
Tonbridge Angels, Dorchester v Gosport Borough, 
Dover v Whitehawk, Eastbourne v Hayes & 
Yeading, Havant & Waterlooville v Eastleigh, 
Maidenhead v Ebbsfleet, Sutton v Concord. 
CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE (all 3pm) 

Premier Division: Arlesey v St Neots, Bedford v 
Hitchin, Bideford v Frome, Burnham v AFC 
Totton, Cambridge City v Corby, Chippenham v 
Hungerford, Hemel Hempstead v Chesham, Poole 
v Bashley, St Albans v Biggleswade, Stourbridge 
v Banbury, Weymouth v Truro. 

Division One South & West: Bishops Cleeve v 
North Leigh, Cirencester v Shortwood, Clevedon v 
Yate, Didcot v Thatcham, Fleet v Godaiming, 
Guildford v Swindon Supermarine, Merthyr Town 
v Evesham, Paulton Rovers v Mangotsfield, 
Stratford v Cinderford, Taunton v Bridgwater, 
Wimborne v Tiverton. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE (3pm unless 
stated) 

Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Fareham, 
Christchurch v Hamworthy Utd (7.45), Fawley AFC 
v Totton & Eling, Lymington Town v Newport loW, 
Moneyfields v Horndean (12.00), Romsey v 
Winchester City, Sholing v Folland Sports, 
Verwood v Bournemouth Poppies, Whitchurch v 
Alresford. 

Division One: Andover New Street v Amesbury, 
Andover Town v Tadley Calleva, East Cowes Vies 
v Cowes Sports, Fleet Spurs v Petersfield, 

Pewsey Vale v Laverstock & Ford, Ringwood v 
New Milton, Team Solent v Hythe & Dibden, US 
Portsmouth v Hayling Utd. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: AFC Aldermaston v AFC 
Stoneham, Clanfield v QK Southampton, 
Fleetlands v Bournemouth Sports, Liphook v 
Baffins Milton Rovers, Otterbourne v Overton, 
Paulsgrove v Colden Common. 

Division One: Andover Lions v Four Marks. 
Combination: Winchester Castle v Liss Athletic 
( 2 . 00 ). 

Tuesday, April 22 
UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 

Semi-Final - First Leg: Atletico Madrid v 

SKY^BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Championship: Bolton v Leicester, Reading v 
Middlesbrough. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bemerton HH v Downton, 
Blackfield & Langley vBrockenhurst. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Division One: Infinity v Broughton. 

Combination: Hedge End Rangers v Hamble 
Club. 

Wednesday, April 23 
UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
Semi-Final - First Leg: Real Madrid v Bayern 
Munich. 

SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

South: Basingstoke v Concord, Chelmsford v 
Gosport Borough, Havant & Waterlooville v 
Maidenhead. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Fleetlands v Clanfield, 
Otterbourne v Baffins Milton Rovers. 

Combination: Liss v Liphook. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v 
Moneyfields, Sholing v AFC Totton. 

Division One East: Horndean v Tadley Calleva. 
Continued on facing page 



WHITE 
HART PAIN: 

Relegation- 
threatened 
Fulham con¬ 
cede at 
Spurs 


this 
after¬ 
noon, above, 
as Harry Kane 
heads home. 
Right: Fulham’s 
Fernando 
Amorebieta 
(right) and 
Tottenham’s 
Aaron Lennon 
battle for the 
ball. 


CHRISTIAN Eriksen was delighted his free-kicks 
played a part in a 3-1 victory for Tottenham against 
Fulham - but thanked goalkeeper Hugo Lloris for 
rescuing him at the other end. 

The Denmark international fizzed in two deliveries from 
wide which were too hot for the Fulham defence, allowing 
Paulinho and Younes Kaboul to score. 

Eriksen explained: “(I wanted to hit them) hard enough, 
with enough pace to be difficult for defenders. 

“The first was just a cross, the second I really went for goal 
but it was lucky.” 

Harry Kane headed the second in between times but Steve 
Sidwell replied for Fulham and then saw a penalty saved by 
Lloris after Eriksen’s handball. 

“I was a little bit nervous but luckily Hugo made the save,” 
said Eriksen. “We have to thank him for what he did in this 
win today, and all season.” 

Kane’s goal was his third in as many starts and he was 
thrilled to repay coach Tim Sherwood’s faith. 

“It’s been great to get some starts and three in three is 
great,” he said. 

“I’m happy to be playing. You’ve got to take your chances at 
the very top level and I’ve been able to do that when I’ve been 
playing.” 

The build-up to the match was dominated by speculation 
over Sherwood’s future beyond this season, but Kane said: 
“Everyone gets on well with him. 

“He’s a great manager, we’ve been getting good results and 
scoring a lot more goals.” 

Sherwood, asked about his chances of remaining in charge 
next season, said: “I’m not convinced, I’m not unconvinced. 
I’m not shocked by the speculation - I’m shocked it’s only one 
manager (linked with the job) today! 

“It’s once a day. You take it on the chin, the club have decid¬ 
ed not to say anything on that and it’s not for me to com¬ 
ment.” 

Out-of-favour midfielder Sandro took to Twitter earlier to 
tell fans: “Good morning Guys, just to let you know that I’m 
not injured! Hope that we 
can win the game 
today.” 

And Sherwood 

responded: “What he’s 
stating is correct, he’s not 
selected at the moment. 

“I don’t think he’s good 
enough to be in the side at the 
minute, when he shows me he’s up 
to the level of the other players he’ll 
back in the squad. 

“I like Sandro as a player but he has 
to work hard to be back in the side.” 

Fulham boss Felix Magath labelled 
his side’s battling performance 
“quite good, but not good enough” 
adding: “Tottenham were the bet¬ 
ter team and won.” 

But looking at their battle 
against relegation, he insist¬ 
ed: “If we had got any points here, it 
would have been an extra point for 
us. 

“We have to win our home 
games and I think we can man¬ 
age it.” 

UNDER PRESSURE: Tim 

Sherwood at today’s game. 



ALL TODAY’S RESULTS AND THE LATEST TABLES: PAGE 48 
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DANGERMAN: Wilfried Bony, pictured in action against Saints, got 
both goals in Swansea’s 2-1 victory at Newcastle. 


Ole’s team 
facing drop 


CARDIFF'S hopes of striding closer 
to Barclays Premier League sur¬ 
vival suffered a setback as Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer’s men were held 
to a dramatic 1-1 draw at home to 
Stoke. 

The point proved enough to nudge the 
Bluebirds above relegation rivals 
Fulham - who lost earlier at Tottenham 
- but they remain in the drop zone with 
just three games of the season remain¬ 
ing. 

The home side had made a superb start 
with both Mats Daehli and Jordan 
Mutch missing fine chances in the early 
stages before Marko Arnautovic put the 
visitors in front from the spot on the 
stroke of half-time. 

Peter Whittingham levelled matters in 
the 51st minute, also from the spot, after 
Fraizer Campbell was fouled by Steven 
Nzonzi in the box. 

The home side thought they had gone 
ahead when Juan Cala prodded home on 
the hour but his effort was ruled out for 
offside and Stoke could have won it at 
the death with Oussama Assaidi bring¬ 


ing a brilliant save out of David 
Marshall and Jon Walters hitting the 
bar with two minutes to go. 

Wilfried Bony all but sealed Swansea's 
survival and piled more misery on 
Newcastle boss Alan Pardew by scoring 
both goals in a 2-1 win at St James's 
Park. Shola Amoebi fired home in the 
23rd minute to give the Magpies their 
first goal in four games, but the discon¬ 
tent grew when Bony headed in a Ben 
Davies cross to equalise on the stroke of 
half-time. 

Bony grabbed the winner from the 
spot in injury time after Marvin Emnes 
was brought down by Cheick Tiote in 
the box, lifting the delighted Swans to 36 
points and handing Pardew his fifth suc¬ 
cessive defeat. 

Crystal Palace claimed their fifth 
straight victory in an emotional 1-0 win 
over West Ham at Upton Park. 

The match was preceeded by a 
minute’s silence for Hammers 20-year- 
old Dylan Tombines who lost his battle 
against testicular cancer on Friday. 

Mile Jedinak won the game with a 
59th-minute penalty after Cameron 
Jerome was brought down by Pablo 
Armero in the box. 


Nugent spoils Harry’s day 



DAVID NUGENT fired his 21st goal of the 
season as Leicester nudged closer to sealing 
the Sky Bet Championship title with a 1-0 
win over 10-man Queen's Park Rangers at 
the King Power Stadium. 

Nigel Pearson's Foxes restored their seven- 
point lead over second-placed Burnley and 
now need just three more points from their 
last three games to go into the Premier 
League as champions. 

Nugent scored the only goal of the game 


with a superb finish 
from a narrow angle 
in the 67th minute, 
and 11 minutes later 
the visitors - still 
waiting to guarantee 
their play-off place - 
had Benoit Assou- 
Ekotto sent off for a 
second bookable 
offence. 

Nottingham Forest 
nudged back into 
play-off contention 
as they ended their 
dismal run of 12 
league games without 
win with a tight 1-0 tri¬ 
umph over relegation- 
threatened 
Birmingham at the City 
Ground. Matt 

Derbyshire struck the 


a CRUCIAL: 

Leicester City’s 
winner, right, 
leaves QPR boss 
Harry Redknapp 
unmoved. 


only goal of the game in the second minute 
to move Forest within three points of sixth- 
placed Brighton - whom they will face on 
the final day of the season. 

But Mick McCarthy's Ipswich blew their 
chance to move into the top six as their run 
of two straight victories ended in a 3-1 
defeat to Watford at Vicarage Road. 

Albert Rieira struck the opener for the 
home side after 21 minutes and although 
Anthony Wordsworth equalised five min¬ 
utes after the break it was Watford who 
always looked more likely to take the 
points. 

Gabriele Angella headed home a free-kick 
in the 63rd minute to put the home side 
back in front and Lewis McGugan sealed 
the points two minutes later. 

Stefan Maierhofer scored twice as 
Millwall surged out of the relegation zone 
with a potentially crucial 2-1 win at 
Middlesbrough. 

The Austrian defender, who had never 
previously found the net for the Lions, gave 
the visitors a dream start when he turned in 
Lee Martin's cross on 16 minutes. And 
Maierhofer produced a near-carbon copy 
from another Martin cross on the half-hour 
to double Millwall’s lead, before Emmanuel 
Ledesma's effort 10 minutes from time led to 
some anxious late moments. 

There was gloom for fellow strugglers 
Barnsley who remain rooted in the bottom 
three after a 1-0 home defeat to Yorkshire 
rivals Leeds. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

From facing page 

Division One West: Christchurch v Ringwood. 

Thursday, April 24 
UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE 
Semi-Final - First Leg: Benfica v Juventus, 
Sevilla v Valencia. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Fareham v Brockenhurst, 
Sholing v Whitchurch. 

Division One: Hayling utd v Team Solent, 

Pewsey Vale v Amesbury, US Portsmouth v 
Andover NS. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Combination: Hedge End Rangers v Otterbourne, 
Winchester Castle v Fleetlands. 

Friday, April 25 
SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Championship: Brighton v Yeovil. 

League 1: Port Vale v Sheff Utd. 

Saturday, April 26 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Fulham v Hull, Man Utd v Norwich, Southampton 
v Everton, Stoke v Spurs, Swansea v Aston Villa, 
West Brom v West Ham. 

SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Championship: Birmingham v Leeds, 
Bournemouth v Nottm Forest, Burnley v Ipswich, 
Charlton v Blackburn, Derby v Watford, 

Doncaster v Reading, Huddersfield v Leicester, 
Middlesbrough v Barnsley, QPR v Millwall, Sheff 
Wed v Bolton, Wigan v Blackpool. 

League 1: Bradford v Crawley Town, Bristol City 
v Crewe, Carlisle v Oldham, Colchester v 
Brentford, Coventry v Wolverhampton, Leyton 
Orient v Tranmere, Notts County v Swindon, 
Preston v Gillingham, Rotherham v Milton Keynes 
Dons, Shrewsbury v Peterborough, Stevenage v 
Walsall. 

League 2: AFC Wimbledon v Morecambe, Bury v 
Portsmouth, Dag & Red v Northampton, Exeter v 
Scunthorpe, Fleetwood Town v Southend, 
Mansfield v Torquay, Oxford Utd v Accrington 
Stanley, Plymouth v Hartlepool, Rochdale v 
Cheltenham, Wycombe v Bristol Rovers, York v 
Newport County. 

SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Premier: Aldershot v Hereford, Alfreton Town v 
Macclesfield, Braintree Town v Grimsby, Chester 
FC v Salisbury, FC Halifax v Kidderminster, 

Forest Green v Wrexham, Gateshead v 
Cambridge Utd, Hyde v Luton, Lincoln City v 
Barnet, Nuneaton v Dartford, Tamworth v 
Woking, Welling v Southport. 

South: Bishops Stortford v Maidenhead, Concord 
v Bath City, Eastleigh v Boreham Wood, 

Ebbsfleet v Dorchester, Farnborough v 
Eastbourne Borough, Gosport Borough v 
Bromley, Hayes & Yeading v Dover, Staines v 
Basingstoke, Tonbridge Angels v Havant & 
Waterlooville, Weston-super-Mare v Chelmsford, 
Whitehawk v Sutton. 

CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Banbury v Cambridge, 
Biggleswade v Hemel Hempstead, Chesham v 
Weymouth, Corby v Bedford, Frome v St Albans, 
Hitchin v Stourbridge, Hungerford v Bideford, 
Poole v Arlesey, Redditch v Bashley, St Neots v 
Chippenham, Truro v Burnham. 

Division One South & West: Birdgwater v 
Stratford, Cinderford v Clevedon, Evesham v 
Guildford, Godaiming v Taunton, Mangotsfield v 
Didcot, North Leigh v Paulton Rovers, Shortwood 
v Wimborne, Swindon Supermarine v Bishops 
Cleeve, Thatcham v Merthyr Town, Tiverton v 
Fleet, Yate v Cirencester. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford v Moneyfields, 
Bournemouth Poppies v Whitchurch, 

Brockenhurst v Totton & Eling, Downton v 
Blackfield & Langley, Fawley AFC v Fareham, 
Folland Sports v Bemerton HH, Hamworthy Utd v 
AFC Portchester, Horndean v Sholing, Newport 
loW v Christchurch, Verwood v Romsey, 
Winchester City v Lymington Town. 

Division One: Andover Town v Ringwood, Cowes 
Sports v Pewsey Vale, Hayling Utd v East Cowes 
Vies, Hythe & Dibden v Andover NS, Laverstock & 
Ford v Team Solent, Petersfield v US Portsmouth, 
Tadley Calleva v Fleet Spurs. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: AFC Aldermaston v Liphook, 
Baffins Milton Rovers v Winchester Castle, 
Bournemouth Sports v AFC Stoneham, Colden 
Common v Fleetlands, Hedge End Rangers v 
Headley Utd, Locks Heath v Overton, 

Otterbourne v Clanfield, QK Southampton v 
Paulsgrove. 

Division One: Bush Hill v Hamble Club, 
Michelmersh & Timsbury v Andover Lions. 
Combination: AFC Stoneham v Liphook, Hamble 
Club v Winchester Castle, Liss v Overton, 
Michelmersh & Timsbury v Fleetlands. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Sholing v AFC Portchester. 
Division One East: Alton v Horndean. 

Division One West: Christchurch v Laverstock & 
Ford, East Cowes Vies v Hythe & Dibden, 

Romsey v Verwood. 


MORE PREMIER LEAGUE NEWS IN MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO 
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Pompey 

nearly 

there 

TWO goals from Matt Harr old 
were not enough to prevent 
Portsmouth’s 3-2 win against 
Bristol Rovers making them 
virtually safe from having to 
play two league matches 
against Eastleigh next season. 

The win took Pompey seven 
points clear of send-to bottom 
Northampton and, although 
the Cobblers have three games 
in hand, Pompey have now 
reached the dizzy heights of 
14th in the League Two table. 

Pompey led after 11 minutes 
thanks to a left-foot shot from 
Adam Webster, but Rovers 
shocked them within ten min¬ 
utes when Raid Mohamed set 
up Harrold - pictured in FA 
Cup action against AFC Totton 



OUTGUNNED: Matt Harrold’s 
(left) two goals were not enough 
to stop Pompey. 


two years ago - for a right foot¬ 
ed shot from outside the box 
into the bottom corner. 

Danny Hollands made it 2-1 to 
Portsmouth in the 40th minute 
but this time it took Rovers just 
30 seconds to equalise, again 
through Harrold. 

Ryan Taylor was agaonising 
close to regaining the lead at 
the start of the second half but 
his header drifted over the bar. 

But Taylor did set up the 70th- 
minute winner converted by 
Wes Fogden from close range. 

Pompey kept going forward 
and Ricky Holmes’s effort from 
an acute angle was saved. 

Then Jack Whatmough got in 
a header from following a cor¬ 
ner but the effort was just wide. 

Rovers went close through 
Lee Brown but Andy Awford’s 
team got a bigger reprieve in 
the dying seconds when Steve 
Mildenhall’s header just 
missed the top right corner fol¬ 
lowing a free kick. 


SYDENHAMS WESSEX PREMIER DIVISION: Sholing 4 Verwood 1 


SHOLING STAY ON COURSE 




?v 


FOR THE TIRE 


SHOLING sharp shooter Lee 
Wort rediscovered his scoring 
touch to sink a hat-trick at the 
Silverlake Arena this afternoon. 

Wort could have had four but missed 
a second half penalty as the FA Vase 
finalists out-gunned Verwood Town 4- 
1 to stay on course for the Sydenhams 
Premier title. 

The Boatmen began positively 
with Barry Mason registering two 
attempts in as many minutes - first 
looping a header well over from 
Tyronne Bowers’ cross and then fir¬ 
ing wide of the far post after shrug¬ 
ging off left-back James Murray. 

Apart from cutting out an awk¬ 
wardly bouncing cross by young 
Verwood front man Jack Lovell - 
son of former Bashley and 
Wimborne striker Jason - home 
keeper Matt Brown had little to do 
in the opening ten minutes. 

But there was a minor scare in the 
12th minute when Nathan Saxby 
almost capitalised on a misunder¬ 
standing between Brown and cen¬ 
tre-back Pete Castle. 

Then, with a sense of belief sud¬ 
denly flowing through the Verwood 
ranks, skipper Charlie Gajic tested 
Brown with a low 20-yard drive 
which the tumbling keeper man¬ 
aged to turn round the post. 

With Bowers - skipper in the 
absence of Byron Mason - implor¬ 
ing more effort from his side, 
Ashley Jarvis responded with a 
first-time strike from 20-yards 
which curled narrowly over the 
bar. 

But on 20 minutes it was Verwood 
who took the lead when the lively 
LOVELL capitalised on more mis- 
communication at the back to nip in 
and slipped the ball past Brown. 

Sholing did their best to rouse 
themselves and, on 26 minutes, 
Lewis Fennemore found Mason free 
on the right, but Gajic did well to 
intercept his attempted delivery 
into the six-yard box. 

Dan Molyneaux was the next 
Verwood defender to frustrate 
Sholing, again cutting out a Mason 
cross, before Bowers did likewise at 
the other end when Brad Hill 
threatened. 

Bowers then switched his atten¬ 
tions to attack, delivering into the 
Verwood area and, but for a goal¬ 
line clearance by Dean Evans, 
Jarvis would have pulled the 
Boatmen back on terms. 

The excellent Gajic then did well 


TWO OF A KIND: Sholing’s Alex Sawyer, left, celebrates with Lee Wort. 
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to dispossess Lee Wort as he chased 
onto Mason’s slide rule pass. 

But the Potters’ skipper was 
unfortunate with the goal that drew 
Sholing level on 34 minutes. 

He lost his footing trying to deal 
with the threat of Alex Sawyer on 
the right of the area and the mid¬ 
fielder slipped a simple ball into the 
path of WORT whose close-range 
finish slithered past diving keeper 
Chris Lynch. 

Five minutes later the Boatmen 
went ahead. This time the roles 
were reversed with Wort bringing 
the ball under control and 
SAWYER dispatching a clean shot 
to the keeper’s right from just 
inside the area. 

WORT’S goal was his first since 
March 20 and, with 41 minutes 
gone, he had another. 

Having earnt his side a corner on 
the left, Sholing’s marksman moved 
into the right place at the right time 
to head in Bowers’ flag kick. 

But for Lynch, the Boatmen might 
have had another with half time 
approaching but the keeper pulled 
off a terrific point-blank save to 
deny Nick Watts. 

Half time: 

Sholing 3 Verwood Town 1 

Both sides had chances at the start of 
the second half with Watts firing just 


over for Sholing and Verwood’s Hill 
attempting a curler into the top cor¬ 
ner. 

With his mini goal drought over 
Wort looked altogether more confident 
and went in search of his hat-trick goal 
on the hour, weaving past two defend¬ 
ers on the right but smacking a shot 
straight at the keeper. 

He had an even better chance two 
minutes later, running free onto a ball 


over the top but dragging a hurried 
shot wide with the goal at his mercy. 

Verwood remained full of running 
and Brown was swiftly out of his area 
to beat the on-rushing Hill to a diago¬ 
nal ball from the left. 

At that stage it looked as if Sholing 
were beginning to lose their way 
again, but they had another sniff of 
goal on 71 minutes when Wort laid the 
ball off for Sawyer, but he shot straight 
at Lynch. 

On 77 minutes Jarvis had 
Molyneaux all over him as he beat the 
Verwood man to Marc Diaper’s ball 
over the top. The referee allowed play 
to go on but, unsurprisingly, the 
Sholing striker could not get a decent 
shot away, the referee pulled play back 
for a free-kick for the initial foul on the 
edge of the area. Bowers took it, but 
his delicately chipped effort went wide. 

With ten minutes remaining Sholing 
were awarded a penalty for hand-ball 
by Gajic, but Wort had his spot kick 
saved. 

But the No 9 was not to be denied his 
hat-trick, making it 4-1 with five min¬ 
utes to go. As Verwood’s defenders 
waited for a long ball to bounce in the 
area, WORT raced in behind them and 
tapped the ball home. 

It could have got worse for Verwood, 
but Castle hit the cross bar with a 
header from Diaper’s corner and 
Lynch pulled off another top-drawer 
save to deny Jarvis. 
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SO CLOSE 


Sholing's 


Pete 

Castle, Lee 
Wort and 
Lewis 
Fennemore 
combine to 
head just 
wide. 
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ABOVE: Zac 

Mouland is one 
of Totton’s rising 
stars. Left: Steve 
Riley. 


Looking o n the bright side 


ff 


IT was only natural that there were some 
long faces in the AFC Totton camp fol¬ 
lowing last Saturday’s 3-0 defeat at 
Stourbridge. j 

But it was impossible for manager Steve “ 
Riley, pictured, to be too downhearted about 
relegation given the vast strides his young 
team have made towards the latter end of 
a difficult, cash-strapped campaign. 

Not so long ago, it looked as if it was 
going to be a 50-50 battle between 
Totton and Riley’s old club Bashley for < 
who would finish rock-bottom of the 
Calor Southern Premier Division. 

But it’s testament to the massive i 
advances the 21st-placed Stags have j 
made that they have pulled well clear 
of the bottom two and look destined to 
finish the season with double Bashley’s 
points total. 

Having drawn 2-2 with St Neots 
towards the end of February, Totton 
embarked on a three-match winning 
streak against Banbury, Bashley and 
Cambridge City. 

All told, they have won six and drawn 
three of their last 14 games - a remark¬ 
able achievement considering some of 
their side had not even played senior 
men’s football before let alone been 
thrown into the lion’s den of the Southern 
League elite. 

Humbling 

When they were knocked out of the FA 
Cup 4-0 at Sydenhams Wessex League out¬ 
fit Sholing in mid-September, no one in 
their right mind would have thought that 
sixth months later they would be humbling 
the likes of Cambridge City 3-2. 

Teenage duo Zac Mouland and Drew Bridge 
are still eligible for Totton’s youth side, and 
the likes of home-grown midfielder Luke 
Roberts is now an established Southern 
League player after two seasons in the senior 
side. 

“You’ve got to applaud what the lads have 
done over the last couple of months,” said 
Riley. “The results we’ve had gave us a bit of 
hope, which you wouldn’t have imagined 
possible at Christmas, and it just goes to 
show the big hearts these boys have got. 

“Whatever happens, their efforts this sea¬ 
son will stand them in good stead for next 
year. 

“When we started the season we’d have one 
good game followed by three or four not so 
good and, at this level, lack of experience 
makes it really hard. The league table never 
lies and, over the course of the season, you 
need quality. 

“But these lads didn’t want to drop down to 
pick up £30 or £40 at Wessex level, they wanted 
to stay and learn together as a team and a lot of 
them have got very bright futures.” 

Ultimately Totton were well beaten at 
Stourbridge but, at just 1-0 down at half-time, 
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they were still in with a shout. 

“I’ve been to Stourbridge 
before with more experi¬ 
enced sides when we’ve 
been two or three down 
at half-time and out of 
it,” said Riley. “But 
this time we were 
only one down 
and we should 
have gone in 
level. 

“Stour- 
bridge are a 
strong side, 
but they did¬ 
n’t really hurt 
us with good 
build-up play. The 
first and third goals 
were conceded from 
corners that we did¬ 
n’t deal with and, for 
the second, we gave 
the ball away. 

“It’s disappoint¬ 
ing that we’re in a 
relegation spot, but 
we were hanging on 
by a thread and the 
expectation levels 
have been well 
documented with 
L everything the 
club has been 
through. 

“It’s been dif¬ 
ficult behind 
the scenes, 
but chair¬ 
man Andy 
Straker has 
worked 
wonders to 
create a sta¬ 
ble plat¬ 
form and 
build for 
the club’s 
future.” 

With two 
consor¬ 
tiums 
interested 
in buying 
the 
Testwood 
Stadium, 
Totton 
expect 


to confirm progress on that front very soon. If a 
deal goes through, the Stags will set about clearing 
their mountain of debt before, hopefully, approv¬ 
ing a playing budget for next term. 

“I haven’t had those tools to work with this sea¬ 
son, but I’ve got so much admiration for the boys 
and the way they’ve learned,” said Riley. 

“Next season it will be nice for Totton to have 
some stability behind the scenes. They’ve got the 
facilities and the foundations are there to make a 
success of it after two very difficult years for the 
club. I like a challenge and I’ve really enjoyed this 
season, especially the last two months. When 
you’re getting results and playing well, it gives you 
that extra spring in your step and makes the job 
more enjoyable. 

“I don’t know if I’m wanted for next season but if 
the chairman wants me to continue I would. 

“Hopefully the club will keep a nucleus of players 
and add a bit of experience and quality.” 

Riley even has his fingers crossed that Totton 
could yet retain their Southern League status. 


Reprieve 


He said: “We heard that if Stourbridge don’t get 
promoted this season they could be going into the 
Northern Premier League or, if 
they do win the play-offs, 
they’d be going into the 
Conference North. 

“On that basis, I don’t 
know if there would be 
the chance of a reprieve 
from relegation. 

“Knowing my luck, 
there won’t, but I’m 
told that over the 
last nine seasons 
the club that fin¬ 
ishes third to bot¬ 
tom has never 
been relegated. 

“We’ll just J 
have to wait and 
see.” 

Totton were 
due to round off 
their home fix¬ 
tures against rel¬ 
egated Bedford 
Town today 
(Saturday). 

They finish 
the season 
a t 

Burnham 
on Easter 
Monday 
(3pm). 

tufj] 
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Salisbury enjoy positive season 


SALISBURY City’s young boss Mikey 
Harris is looking at the positives - 
despite the Whites’ play-off hopes going 
out of the window. 

His top priority this season was to pre¬ 
serve the Wiltshire club’s Skrill 
Conference Premier status and he has 
succeeded by a healthy margin, already 
surpassing the 58 points total when City 
dropped out of non-League’s elite for 
financial reasons in 2009/10. The 29- 
year-old rookie boss, who succeeded 


Darrell Clarke at the helm last summer, 
has defied the odds to give his thread¬ 
bare squad a fighting chance of finishing 
in the top ten. 

“The goal when I took over was to 
ensure we didn’t get relegated,” said 
Harris. “We were odds on favourites for 
relegation and people have talked about 
play-offs this year, but that has been a 
pleasant thing to talk about. In reality, 
are we ready for that? Probably not. Like 
I said all along, for us to be in the posi¬ 


tion we’re in and to have even had a 
chance of making the top five is testa¬ 
ment to what we’ve achieved. 

“I’m delighted with the season as a 
whole regardless of what happens in the 
last three games. 

“The lads have been fantastic this sea¬ 
son considering the resources we have. 
We got promoted last year and to be 
where we are in the league and perform 
the way we have under difficult circum¬ 
stances is credit to them.” 


Salisbury’s dreams of sneaking into the 
play-offs faded into thin air last Saturday 
- as Lincoln City substitute Danny Rowe 
came on in the 67th minute to help fire 
the visitors to a 2-1 win at the Ray Mac. 

Ex-Saint Jamie White gave Salisbury 
the lead but, within two minutes of 
replacing Arnaud Mendy, Rowe was 
hacked to the ground by James Clarke 
and Sean Newton equalised from the 
free-kick, in stoppage time, Rowe fired 
the winner. 


SEE MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO FOR NON-LEAGUE LATEST 


Non-league 
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Jake is a shining 
light for Oilers 


IRRESPECTIVE of whether Fawley 
AFC win their fight for Sydenhams 
Premier survival, it’s been a bright 
breakthrough season for Jake 
Percival. 

The 19-year-old central midfielder 
has been a stand-out performer for 
the Oilers during a difficult campaign 
which leaves them, Romsey and 
Downton battling it out to avoid the 
two relegation spots. 

Percival is one of a handful of play¬ 
ers who made the short journey to 
Fawley from Blackfield & Langley’s 
reserve set-up and the tenacious 
teenager has taken the step into first- 
team football confidently in his stride. 

Asked the young man’s 
strong points, Oilers 
boss Colin 
Lane,right, said: 

“He’s just a good 
all-round player. 

“He’s good on 
the ball, he heads 
it well, he tackles 
well and he’s got a 
lot of energy. 

“He’s only a youngster 
but he’s strong for his age and he 
gets us going. 

“He’s had a great season.” 

Percival has also chipped in with a 
handful of goals and netted a particu¬ 
larly important one last Saturday in the 
1 -1 draw at Verwood. 

The Oilers succumbed to a Sam 
Joy opener just seven minutes in, but 
Percival pulled them back on terms 
with a header from a corner shortly 
before half-time. 

Needing to make the most of their 
two games in hand over Romsey and 
Downton, Fawley faced the first of 
them at Fareham Town on Tuesday. 
But, alas for the Oilers, they were on 
the end of a 2-0 defeat. 

Graham Lindsey gave Town the lead 
on 18 minutes and Wayne Boud dou¬ 
bled it on 56. 

It kept Fawley two points adrift of 
safety and needing to make the most 
of their three remaining games against 
Whitchurch United (today), Totton & 
Eling (Easter Monday) and Fareham 
(next Saturday) - all at home. 

Having banked just one point out of 
nine against fellow bottom-half clubs 
Downton, Christchurch and Verwood 
in recent weeks, Fawley have fallen 
well short of Lane’s expectations in 
so-called ‘winnable’ games. 

Admitting their lack of progress was 
like “slow torture,” he said: “It’s very 
frustrating. 

“I thought we played well at 
Fareham. The lads’ commitment was 
superb and we must have had 12 
chances, but we just couldn’t put the 
ball in the back of the net. 

“That’s one of our games in hand 
gone and we’ve got just one more 
left. 

“We have to get some points out of 
the two Easter games.” 

Lane, who celebrates his birthday 
tomorrow (Sunday), had been plan¬ 
ning to watch his daughter Rosanna 
in action for Oxford United Women 
against Doncaster Belles at the 
Keepmoat Stadium today. 

But, given the gravity of Fawley’s sit¬ 
uation, he felt he couldn’t miss the 
Whitchurch game. 
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Brett’s Wrexham 
days are over 

VETERAN ex-Saints striker 
Brett Ormerod has left Skrill 
Conference Premier outfit 
Wrexham by mutual consent. 
The 37-year-old’s contract 
had been due to end in the 
summer, but it was terminat¬ 
ed with just four games of the 
season remaining. 

Ormerod had made 38 
appearances for the Dragons 
this season, scoring five 
goals. 

He was signed on a two-year 
deal by Andy Morrell in July 
2012, despite being offered 
fresh terms by Blackpool and 
former club Accrington 
Stanley. 

Ormerod’s highlights for the 
Racecourse side include win¬ 
ning the FA Trophy at 
Wembley and reaching the 
play-off finals last season 
when Wrexham narrowly 
missed out on 
promotion back 
to the Football 
League. 

Wrexham 
boss Kevin 
Wilkin, 

appointed last 
month, said: 

“There have 
been discussions and the 
agreement suits all parties. 

He has been a great servant 
and I would like to wish him 
well in the future. 

“It has been a pleasure to 
work with him in the short 
time I have been here.” 
Ormerod - a Saint between 
2001 and 2006 - was part of 
Gordon Strachan’s 2003 FA 
Cup final side. 

On leaving St Mary’s he said: 
“I had some of the best years 
of my career at Southampton. 
It’s a big club with great sup¬ 
porters. 

“If I had my time again I 
would do exactly the same 
again, particularly as I got to 
play in a Cup final.” 



Ryan milestone 

RYAN Brett has racked up 150 
appearances for Skrill 
Conference Premier outfit 
Salisbury City. 

The 23-year-old reached the 
milestone during last month’s 
‘Challenge 2000’ match when 
City attracted a crowd of 
2,217 for the clash against 
Kidderminster Harriers. 

“I had no idea I had made 
150 appearances until I 
received a tweet from (team¬ 
mate) Elliott Frear calling me 
‘Mr Salisbury’ for making so 
many appearances! It’s a lit¬ 
tle achievement for myself,” 
he said. 


BE PATIENT, CITY! 



New boss 
needs time 
says Hards 


“And what you face at Winchester is 
that other cubs want to beat us proba¬ 
bly more than any other Wessex side.” 

While saluting the efforts of Malone, 
chairman Paul Murray and the com¬ 
mittee in getting Winchester back on 
its feet, Hards says the club should 
beware of trying to run before it can 
walk. 

“The club’s stable now, but I think 
that sometimes people here are maybe 
a bit impatient,” he said. “They have to 
understand that, as much as they want 
to win things and do well, only one side 
can win the league each season. 

“Everything off the pitch is done now 
and it’s a case of bringing the right per¬ 
son in who can provide a side to match 
the surroundings. 

“But, whoever comes in, it’s going to 
be a tough job. Stability’s the key. 

“The new manager has got to be 
given time to create something and get 
his ideas across. 

“That may happen in five minutes, 
but the chances are it won’t, and the 
club’s got to look at a long-term plan. 

“If they get to the next level, that 
means more money’s needed. You’re 
not going to get players to travel to 
Merthyr on a Tuesday night for £25. 

“You need a financial plan otherwise 
you just end up being a yo-yo club or 
going down the same road as Bashley 
and Totton. 

“It’s all very well getting to the next 
level, but what do you do then? 

“Without the right finances and 
structure, you might just as well stay 
in the Wessex with more local derbies 
and more people through the turn¬ 
stiles. For Winchester’s sake, I hope 
they get it right. 

“There are a lot of people who’ve put 
a lot of time into the club for no reward 
and it would be nice to see the club 
progress. I hope they appoint the right 
person to give them the Southern 
League football they crave. 

“If not, I may have to come back and 
help them out again!” 


NEIL Hards hopes his 
Winchester City successor will 
be given sufficient time to deliv¬ 
er Southern League football to 
the club. 

Exactly a year on from being saved 
from probable extinction, City have 
already parted company with one 
manager. 

Now they about to bid farewell to 
another. 

Hards, brought in to steady the ship 
after Graham Kemp’s departure in 
October, will bring the curtain down 
on his second spell in charge at the end 
of the season. 

Personal and family reasons have 
played their part, but there was also 
concern within the club that Hards, his 
assistant Paul Masters and director of 
football Dave Malone had been off the 
Wessex scene for so long that, without 
the magnet of a massive budget, they 
lacked the contacts to draw players in. 

Back in Winchester’s 2004 hey-day 
when Hards famously steered the 
cathedral city club to FA Vase glory, 
money was seemingly no object as 
such pedigree players as ex-Saint 
Mark Blake and goal machine Andy 
Forbes set them a class apart at Step 5. 

The problem then was that they did¬ 
n’t have a ground to match the quality 
of their team and, even to this day, 
Malone can’t help but ponder what 
might have been had that squad pro¬ 
gressed to the next level. 

Fast forward ten years and 
Winchester have the opposite predica¬ 
ment. The stadium has secured ‘D’ 
grading, good enough for Southern 
Premier football, but the squad, in 
Malone’s own words, is “Wessex top- 
six at best.” 

Those ground improvements did not 
come cheap with fencing alone 
accounting for around half of the 
£30,000 spent. 


As a result City had to cut their play¬ 
ing budget when Hards took over and, 
unsurprisingly, they have been unable 
to keep pace at the Sydenhams summit 
with a mix-and-match side of youth 
and experience. 

Reflecting on his time at the Denplan, 
Hards said: “Dave (Malone) is a mate 
and I was only ever here to help out, 
but one thing it’s done is given me the 
appetite to get back into football 
again.” 

Joking that his “severance pay” 
would be “a packet of crisps and a bot¬ 
tle of beer”, Hards continued: “I’ve 
never spoken about money since I’ve 
been here, it’s not my motivation. 

“For me it’s been about coming in, 
trying to stabilise things and being fair¬ 
ly competitive with the group we’ve 
had. 

“The budget’s been cut so we’ve pro¬ 
moted players out of the reserves and 
we’ve turned lads like Ben Stanbrook 


and Ryan Holloway into half-decent 
footballers. 

“Grant Orchard, who runs our 
reserves, takes a lot of credit for that. 

“At this level, you can’t keep dipping 
your hand in your pocket if the 
money’s not there - and, let’s face it, 
non-League football’s dying on its feet. 

“We’re one of the lucky ones because 
we regularly get 100 through the gate, 
but a lot of clubs get nothing like that. 

“I hope Winchester are now in a posi¬ 
tion to progress to the next level, but 
whoever replaces me needs to know 
that expectations at this place are real¬ 
ly high. 

“Now that they’ve done up the 
ground, the expectation is on the next 
manager to bring Southern League 
football to this club and, for me, that’s 
a big ask of anyone in this division. 

“The league’s been strong this season 
and next year will be no different with 
clubs like Alresford, Sholing, if they 
don’t go up, Follands and Portchester - 
plus the side Kempy’s putting together 
at Hamworthy. 

“No club, no matter who they are, 
can expect to just turn up and win. 


Brocks bounce back 


IT’S been another up and down week for Pat McManus’s 
Brockenhurst. 

The low point came last Saturday when the Badgers 
were well beaten 5-2 on home soil by former boss 
Graham Kemp’s Hamworthy United. 

But it was all smiles again at Grigg Lane on Tuesday as 
Brock sentenced Whitchurch United to a 4-0 Sydenhams 
Premier defeat. 

Shorn of defenders Alex Pickering, Curtis Angell and 
Adam Pearson, United gave as good as they got in the 
first half with Shane Lock and Nic Turpin going close. 

But it was a very different scenario after the break as 
Cassius Newton - son of former Chelsea man Eddie - 
sandwiched two goals around one from Braiden 


Hamilton. Will Tickle then clipped the outside of a United 
post before lashing home Brock’s fourth in the 90th- 
minute. 

It was a fourth straight defeat for a Whitchurch side 
who are fast fading after such a bright start to the cam¬ 
paign. 

Their punishing schedule was due to continue at 
Fawley AFC today before they face the division’s top two 
- home to Alresford Town on Monday and away to cham¬ 
pions elect Sholing on Thursday. 

Mid-table Brock go to Blackfield & Langley on Tuesday 
and Fareham on Thursday before rounding off their 
2013/14 programme at home to Totton & Eling a week 
today (April 26). 




CENTRE STAGE: 

Zakk Kaiser in action 
for Winchester 
against Totton & 
Eling at the City 
Ground last Saturday. 


TODAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES - P48 
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Winch ace gets 
four-goal tonic 


Baily enjoys 
his big day 


FORMER AFC Totton loanee 
Baily Cargill has become the lat¬ 
est product of the Dean Court 
conveyor belt to make his 
Football League debut. 

The 18-year-old AFC 
Bournemouth defender - voted 
Totton’s player-of-the-season last 
term - starred at the back as 
Torquay United kept alive their 
slim hopes of avoiding the drop to 
the Football Conference with a 2- 
1 win over fellow League Two 
strugglers Bristol Rovers on 
Saturday. 

Cargill, who came through the 
Cherries youth ranks after being 
unearthed by Joe Roach during 
his first spell at the club, was 
handed his first start by the Gulls 
after recovering from a groin 
injury. 

He was reunited with former 
Bournemouth coach Chris 
Hargreaves when he joined 
Torquay on loan for the rest of 
the season. 

Cherries boss Eddie Howe, who 
rewarded the teenager for his 
progress with a two-and-a-half 
year contract in November, said 
he hoped the move would be the 
making of the teenager. 

Howe, who made his 
Bournemouth debut as an 18- 
year-old, said: “It’s great for 
Baily and a memorable occasion 
for him. 

“The loans system is all about 


giving young players an opportu¬ 
nity to perform in the Football 
League, so fair play to him and 
Chris Hargreaves.” 

Cargill, who starred during a 
loan spell with Conference 
Premier outfit Welling United 
earlier this season, took to 
Twitter on Saturday and posted: 
“Wow! What a feeling! So pleased 
to have made my professional 
league debut, capped it off with a 
win as well.” 

At the time of Cargill joining 
Torquay towards the end of 
March, Howe said: “He’s a player 
we rate highly and we think he is 
going to have a good career 
ahead of him. 

“He had a good loan spell at 
Welling where he excelled and 
built up his experience. 

“Going to Torquay could hope¬ 
fully be the making of him. 

“He will be in a real pressure 
situation and a lot will be expect¬ 
ed of him. 


“But there is only one way you 
find out if players have the men¬ 
tal strength to play and that is for 
them to actually experience it.” 

Cargill is one of several mem¬ 
bers of the Cherries development 
squad out learning their trade 
with non-League clubs. 

Winger Harrison Giles has fol¬ 
lowed in his footsteps to AFC 
Totton and has a played a part in 
the Stags much-improved of late. 
Josh Carmichael in the Gosport 
Borough side that graced 
Wembley in the FA Trophy final 
and Aristide Bassele is assisting 
Havant & Waterlooville’s push 
for the Conference South play¬ 
offs. 

Asked what plans he had for the 
development squad, Howe said: 
“Slowly but surely we hope to 
increase numbers and quality. 

“Baily Cargill is a prime exam¬ 
ple of how you can develop play¬ 
ers if you can get the balance 
right.” 


FOUR-MIDABLE: Winchester City’s Sam Wilson cele¬ 
brates his fourth goal against Totton & Eling last week. 


WINCHESTER City boss Neil Hards 
believes Sam Wilson’s four-goal spree 
against Totton & Eling last week was just 
the confidence booster the former 
Eastleigh youngster needed. 

Although there has never been any doubt 
that the 19-year-old is blessed with talent, he 
has done far too much chopping and changing 
from club to club at such a young age. 

Having made his Conference South debut 
under Ian Baird at Eastleigh, Wilson had spells 
with Gosport Borough and Poole Town before 
being given a second chance with the Spitfires 
by current boss Richard Hill. 

Unable to break into the Eastleigh team, he 
went on loan to Fleet Town earlier this season 
and finally took leave of the Silverlake when 
he signed for Winchester last month. 

Although the West End-based teenager stood 
little chance of displacing any of Eastleigh’s 
galaxy of former Football League stars, even 
Hill once said he was “an unbelievable 
goalscorer - second to none” when inside the 
penalty area. 

Such was Wilson’s talent as a 16-year-old that 
he was invited for trials at Premier League out¬ 
fit Fulham and scored twice for the west 
Londoners’ academy side on his 17th birthday. 

Since then the Barton Peveril student’s 
career has not taken off quite as he would have 
liked, but Hards has no doubt about his talent. 

He said: “The problem with Wils is that he’s 
not played on a regular basis at whatever level. 

“Prior to coming here I don’t think he’d 
played six games in six months. 

“He won’t get in at Eastleigh, so he’s better off 


coming here, getting his confidence back and 
getting his eye in on goal. 

“He looked sharp getting his four goals 
against Totton & Eling and he looks a decent 
footballer. 

“He’s got good touch and he’s quite strong on 
the ball. He needs to build up his body mass a 
bit but, as a footballer, I like him. 

“It can only benefit him to drop down a level 
or two and score goals.” 

Despite the frustration of being consigned to 
the bench at Eastleigh, Wilson believes he 
learned a lot from the Conference South cham¬ 
pions (elect). 

“Just training with people like Macca (Craig 
McAllister) and Stuart Fleetwood was good for 
me,” he said. 

“Richard Hill also taught me a lot, to be fair. 

“It’s very professional at Eastleigh and 
Richard runs the team well. He’s doing a really 
good job there and I can understand why they 
didn’t play me when they were pushing for the 
title. 

“I was happy to come to Winchester and get a 
chance to play football. 

“They’re a really good group of lads here and 
Hardsy has given me a chance which is all I 
really needed. 

“I’ve no plans yet for next season, but we’ll 
see what comes up and what’s best for me.” 


Ex-Saint sticks 
with Magpies 


EX-SAINT Jamie Gleeson’s loy¬ 
alty to Dorchester Town will be 
rewarded with a testimonial 
this summer after the midfield¬ 
er committed himself to the 
Dorset club for another season. 
Hailed as “Mr Consistency” by 
boss Phil Simkin, Gleeson, pic¬ 
tured in his Saints days, is 
heading towards his tenth sea¬ 
son as a Magpie during which 
time he has made more than 
300 appearances. 

Plans for a pre-season match 
to honour his decade at the 
Avenue Stadium are taking 
place and Simkin feels it is 
something the 29-year-old for¬ 
mer Southampton trainee thor¬ 
oughly deserves. 

“Glees has signed a new con¬ 
tract for next season regard¬ 
less of what division we’re in 
because he wants to be at this 
club,” said the boss. 

“Other clubs wanted to sign 
him but he loves it at this club 
and it’s a great coup for us, 
given the situation we’re in, 
that he has decided 
to stay. 

“I can’t remem¬ 
ber him having 
a bad game. 

He’s a players’ 
player who 
doesn’t always 
get the apprecia¬ 
tion he deserves. 
“Arrangements for his testimo¬ 
nial have taken off and it’s one 
he thoroughly deserves. 

“He’s a top-class player and a 
top-class lad and I’m really 
pleased he’s signed a new con¬ 
tract.” 

On leaving Southampton, 
Poole-born Gleeson joined 
Kidderminster in 2004 and 
played seven Football League 
matches. He had a brief loan 
spell at Eastleigh before joining 
Dorchester. 

The Magpies finally lost their 
fight for Skrill Conference 
South survival on Tuesday, 
beaten 2-0 at home by Hayes 
& Yeading. 

But given the trying circum¬ 
stances they have had to 
work under this season, man¬ 
ager Simkin said his troops 
should feel proud of them¬ 
selves. 

“It’s very hard for people out¬ 
side this football club to 
understand because they just 
see results and the league 
table. The case is that I 
couldn’t see where we were 
going to win a game when 
this season started.” 


Wendy Gee 

wendy.gee@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Douglas going 
up the charts 


TWO new names have joined 
Fareham Town’s exclusive 
‘200 Club.’ 

Goalkeeper Luke Douglas, 
pictured, made his 200th club 
appearance in Town’s win 
over Horndean earlier in the 
month, placing him fifth on 
the club’s all-time appearance 
chart. 

He still has a way to go to 
catch fellow ’keeper Lee 
Webber’s 420 games, but the 
ex-Saints youngster has done 
something Webber didn’t do - 
score a Wessex League goal. 
Back in the 2011/12 season, 
Douglas’s long kick sailed 
over his opposite number to 
earn Fareham a 2-2 draw 
against Follands at Cams 
Alders. 

Wayne Boud was the most 
recent player to 
have brought up 
a double cen¬ 
tury of 
Fareham 
appearances 
away at 
Newport loW 
last Saturday. 

He now sits sixth 
in the all-time chart just 
behind Douglas. 

Boud made his Town debut in 
the last game of the 2003/04 
season against Bournemouth 
Poppies and returned to the 
club after a brief spell at 
Blackfield & Langley earlier 
this term. After Graham 
Lindsey and Gary Austin, he is 
the only other player to have 
scored 50 goals for the club. 
Former Bashley and Salisbury 
City defender Mat Jones sits 
ninth on the Fareham appear¬ 
ances list with 181 games, 
but he will not join the ‘200 
Club’ having indicated that he 
will be retiring at the end of 
the season. 

Master marksman Lindsey 
has also achieved a mile¬ 
stone, scoring his 100th 
league goal for Town. 
Altogether he has scored 126 
Fareham goals (as of April 13) 

- including penalty shoot-outs 

- and that total includes six 
hat-tricks and a four-goal haul 
against Laverstock & Ford. 

Lindsey has also scored more 
penalties for Fareham than 
any other player and should 
join the ‘200 Club’ very soon. 



Fareham Town top-ten appearances (as of 
April 13. * indicates players still with the 
club): 420 Lee Webber, 388 Darren Watts, 
229 Bjay Green, 204 Gary Austin*, 202 
Luke Douglas* 200 Wayne Boud.* 197 
Graham Lindsey, 186 Luke Middleton, 181 
Mat Jones*, 172 Gavin Spurway. 



Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 
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FOLLAND Sports are convinced 
they have been on the end of 
some poor refereeing decisions 
this season. 

But last Saturday’s 1-0 victory at 
Horndean was proof of the old say¬ 
ing that things even themselves 
out over the course of the cam¬ 
paign. 

Even Planemakers boss Danny 
Bowers had to admit that the 
Ryan Long penalty which 
edged them through a tight 
Sydenhams Premier game at 
Five Heads Park should never 
have been given. 

“It was never a penalty in a mil 
lion years and I got straight out of 
the dugout and walked across to 
apologise to Horndean’s manager 
Dave Carter,” he said. 

“Their centre-half (Nathan Paxton) 
was shepherding the ball out of play 
and Mike Turvey was right behind 
him and kicked his heels. As their 
player went down, he took Turvey 
with him. Everyone thought it would 
be a free-kick to them, but the refer¬ 
ee’s pointed to the spot, so you can 
imagine what Horndean were like! 

“To be fair, 20 minutes later we had 
the most blatant penalty you’ve ever 
seen in your life and the refs waved 
it away. 

“Jamie Barron had the ball and 
slipped inside their player who took 
both his legs from under him. 

“Even their bench thought it was a 
penalty. 

“The other one should never have 
been given, but you can’t really com¬ 
plain because there’s plenty of 
games, particularly Sholing in the 
league, where we’ve had horrendous 
decisions go against us, but on 
Saturday we got the rub of the 
green.” 

That came as no consolation to 
the livid Horndean boss Carter, 
however. He fumed: “That is 
probably the worst decision I have 
seen in all my years in this league. 

“I understand they (officials) have 
a difficult job, but it is hard to take 
when you have points taken away 
from you with these decisions.” 

A few miles away at Westleigh Park 
there was similar outrage from 
Concord Rangers boss Danny 
Cowley as his side were beaten 1-0 by 
Skrill Conference South play-off 
rivals Havant & Waterlooville. 

Again it was a disputed penalty 
that separated the teams - a decision 
Cowley later branded: “The worse I 
have ever seen in football.” 

With little more than ten minutes 
remaining referee Derek Eaton 
pointed to the spot for what he per¬ 
ceived to be a foul by Steve King on 
Aristede Bassele as they jumped to 




win the ball following a deep free- 
kick into the Concord box. 

Cowley said no one in the ground 
thought it was a penalty and that 
Havant’s players had been trotting 
back awaiting a Concord free kick. 

Nic Ciardini duly netted from 12 
yards and Concord lost control in the 
final ten minutes with Cowley sent 
from the dugout and Havant’s AFC 
Bournemouth loanee Bassele later 
joining him following a tangle with 
Danny Glozier. 

Cowley tweeted afterwards: “So 
disappointed to lose such an impor¬ 


tant game to a controversial decision 
at such a critical time in the game.” 

Havant boss Lee Bradbury saw 
things differently, however, stating: 
“We managed to win it with the ref¬ 
eree rightly spotting a two-handed 
push on one of our players in the 
area.” 

Meanwhile at Chelmsford City it 
was the referee’s failure to award a 
penalty that got Eastleigh boss 
Richard Hill’s goat. With the score 0- 
0 and the Spitfires looking for victory 
to edge them ever closer to the Skrill 
Conference South title, they were 


‘Horrendous’ says boss Ken 


KEN Vaughan blasted his 
Bournemouth Poppies 
side for lack of desire fol¬ 
lowing Monday’s 4-2 
derby defeat at 
Christchurch. 

After Lewis Burgis had 
snuffed out Rhys Owen’s 
first-half opener for 
Priory, Bournemouth 
went two goals into 


arrears as Chris Speers 
and Mark Smith convert¬ 
ed for the home side. 

Christchurch skipper 
Smith was then dis¬ 
missed for a second yel¬ 
low card and Elliott 
Ward despatched the 
subsequent free-kick to 
pull it back to 3-2. 

But, deep in added 


time, Gareth Barnes 
ended the contest with a 
fierce low effort. 

It prompted Poppies 
manager Vaughan to 
question his players’ 
commitment. 

“It was horrendous at 
times,” he said. 

“We threw the game 
away with stupid, mind¬ 


less mistakes and all 
four of their goals were 
poor from our point of 
view. 

“We have improved 
over the past couple of 
months, but that has put 
us back to square one. 

“I just don’t know what 
it takes to keep the play¬ 
ers motivated.” 


convinced the breakthrough had 
come with around five minutes 
remaining. 

But, much to Hill’s displeasure, 
Andover official David Woolford 
waved away strong penalty appeals 
after Alfreton loan man Daniel 
Wishart had been sent crashing in 
the box. 

“Wishart’s gone past their lad and 
been kicked to the floor,” said Hill. 

“I went with the conviction that it 
was a penalty at the time and still 
had that same conviction at the end 
of the game. Then I was emailed 
footage of it and there’s absolutely no 
doubt it was a penalty. 

“I’ve seen it ten times now and the 
tenth time I watched it I was angrier 
than the first. 

“Decisions like that at this stage of 
the season could end up having dire 
consequences. I never, ever ask refs 
to give me what I’m not entitled to, 
but when I don’t get what I’m enti¬ 
tled to I get a bit aggravated. 

“When you look at some of the 
penalties we’ve had given against us 
this season and this one wasn’t 
given, it defies belief. It was blatant.” 
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McEnery working on 
a Town cup deadline 


ALRESFORD Town are keeping their fin¬ 
gers crossed that Mike McEnery will be fit 
enough to make one last appearance for 
the high-flying Magpies this term. 

The former Newport IoW and Havant & 
Waterlooville forward is currently sidelined 
with an ankle problem, ruling him out of the 
remainder of Sydenhams Premier Division title 
race. 

But McEnery, whose recent hat-trick against 
Whitchurch United brought up the 100th, 101st 
and 102nd goals of another free-scoring league 
season for the Magpies, has a chance of helping 
the club defend the Sydenhams League Cup 
next month. 

Alresford are due to meet Sydenhams One 
giant-killers Petersfield Town in the league’s 
showpiece final on Bank Holiday Monday, May 
5, at Bemerton Heath Harlequins’ Western Way 
ground. 

McEnery sustained the injury in another cup 
final, the North Hants Senior, against 
Whitchurch on April 8. 

He limped off after 64 minutes with the 
Magpies already on their way to a 2-1 victory 
which secured the trophy for a third year run¬ 
ning. 

“Mike was in the box and tried to twist and get 
a shot away and he caught the back end of 
someone’s studs,” said Alresford co-boss Danny 
Robinson. 

“His ankle ballooned and it’s possible he could 
have chipped a small bone, but we won’t know 
until he goes back to have it looked at on the 
28th of the month. 

“He’s been told not to do any physical exercise 
in the meantime, but he would have sat some of 
that time out in any case because he’s got a sus¬ 
pension for being sent off against Sholing. 

“I hope we do see Mike for the Wessex Cup 
final, he’s been phenomenal for us this year. 

“He’s scored his first hat-trick for us, he’s hit 
20 goals for the first time and got his first red 
card, so it’s been quite an eventful season!” 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 
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Thankfully for Alresford the North Hants 
final also brought some glad tidings on the 
injury front. 

Top gun Warren Bentley came back from a 
hamstring problem which he had initially 
feared would rule him out for the rest of the 
campaign. 

And last Saturday there was another boost for 
the Magpies when skipper and midfielder 
Simon Everett made a welcome return to the 
bench against Downton following nearly six 
months out with a hernia problem. 

Having twice fought back from behind to edge 
relegation strugglers Downton, Alresford suf¬ 
fered a huge blow to their title aspirations on 
Tuesday when beaten 3-1 at Moneyfields. 

Bentley weighed in with his 50th goal of a ter¬ 
rific campaign but it was academic by then with 
Miles Rutherford’s Money men leading through 
ex-Romsey midfielder Stuart Green (2) and the 
excellent Steve Hutchings. 

Until that result Alresford, league runners-up 
to Blackfield & Langley last term, still had a 
flicker of hope of going one better if title 
favourites Sholing stumbled. 

But that was well and truly extinguished by 
that midweek defeat at Dover Road. 

“Realistically it would take an absolute mira¬ 
cle for us to win it now,” said Robinson. “We 
were beaten by a far better side who outfought, 
outworked, out-jumped and out-sweated us. It 
was nothing to do with football, Moneyfields 
wanted it a lot more than we did. 

“We made two bad defensive mistakes and got 
caught with the third when we were trying to 
press and get back into the game. 

“Steve Hutchings is a hell of a player. He’s 
big, strong, he held the ball up and won every¬ 
thing. He chewed up our two centre-halves.” 



EARLY RETURN: Alresford goal ace Warren Bentley. 


Thatcham quit league 


FORMER Sydenhams Wessex 
League outfit Thatcham Town are 
pulling out of the Southern League 
for financial reasons. 

Loss of sponsorship, rising main¬ 
tenance costs and dismal atten¬ 
dances have taken their toll with 
Thatcham’s average gate of 78 the 
lowest in the entire Division One 
South & West. 

A statement from chairman Eric 
Bailey confirmed: “Thatcham 
Town FC have resigned from the 
Southern League due to failure in 
finding a replacement for main 
sponsor BMG after their three- 
year deal ended. 

“The five-week closure of the 
railway crossing (near the ground) 


has caused a massive fall in rev¬ 
enue, as well as rising mainte¬ 
nance costs, and has left the club 
with no alternative but to drop to a 
lower level in an attempt to cut 
costs and survive. 

“The club has some of the best 
facilities in the Southern League 
and, with the population size of 
Thatcham (approximately 23,000), 
deserves more local support. 

“We hope this is a minor blip in 
the club’s 120-year history and 
hopefully can recover and return 
to Step 4.” 

Thatcham were one of the 
founder Wessex members in 
1986/87 and spent two decades in 
the league. 


They were crowned champions 
in 1995/96 and lifted the League 
Cup four times between 1990 and 
1997. They currently reside in the 
bottom six of the Calor Division 
One South & West but would have 
been in no danger of relegation. 
Their highest Southern League fin¬ 
ish was fifth in 2010/11 when they 
were beaten by Sholing in the 
play-off semi-finals. 

Sholing themselves pulled out of 
the Southern League for financial 
reasons last summer and have 
successfully regrouped in the 
Wessex this year, reaching the 
final of the FA Vase. 

Last Saturday Thatcham lost 2-0 
at Wimborne Town to goals by 


Sam Griffin and Mark Gamble 
(penalty). It ended a run of seven 
games without a win for Steve 
Cuss’s Magpies. 

Thatcham’s resignation could 
possibly mean a reprieve for north 
Hampshire outfit Fleet Town. 

Fleet - managed by former 
Bashley, AFC Totton and Gosport 
midfielder Craig Davis - look des¬ 
tined to finish in the South & 
West’s bottom two with Guildford 
City but may have a ray of hope if 
they finish in 21st spot. 

Player-boss Davis has reached 
150 competitive first-team starts 
for Fleet since making his league 
debut for the Calthorpe Park club 
in August 2011. 


Hon-leagufi 
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Mixed day for 
Bash veteran 


PAUL Gazzard’s day to 
remember turned into a day 
to forget as relegated Bashley 
were hammered 7-0 by 
Biggleswade Town last 
Saturday. 

The popular player/co-boss 
made his 300th appearance 
for the New Forest club and 
was honoured with a presen¬ 
tation by chairman Mike 
Cranidge before kick-off at 
Bashley Road, pictured. 



But the Southern Premier 
Division fixture did not unfold 
in the manner that Gazzard - 
who started in midfield - 
would have hoped for. 

His special afternoon began 
to go downhill when Sam 
Reed’s 27th-minute spot kick 
put Biggleswade ahead. 

Jon Woolf duly doubled the 
advantage with a well-worked 
set-piece and Reed hit a third 
six minutes after the break. 
But there was worse to come 
for Bashley when goalkeeper 
Nic Jones was sent off for 
bringing down Nat Peacock 
and Reed completed his hat- 
trick from the spot. 

Craig Daniel piled further 
misery on the demoralised 
hosts before Woolf and 
Peacock completed the rout. 
Bash responded positively by 
taking the lead at Hungerford 
Town on Tuesday through 
Brad Strickland. But the 
Berkshire play-off chasers hit 
back for a 3-1 win. 


Tadley in final 

TADLEY Calleva are through 
to the final of the Basingstoke 
Senior Cup after beating 
Alton Town 2-1 in Tuesday’s 
semi-final at Barlow’s Park. 
Substitute Tam Sotonye was 
the Tadley hero, scoring twice 
in the final 20 minutes to win 
the game. 

The other semi-final is on 
Monday, April 28 between 
AFC Aldermaston and Fleet 
Town. The winners take on 
Tadley at Barlow’s Park two 
days later. 


SEE BACK PAGE FOR TODAY’S NON-LEAGUE RESULTS 
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FIRST GOAL: Yemi 
Odubade. 


EASTLEIGH’S 2013/14 
SKRILL CONFERENCE 
SOUTH CAMPAIGN 

AUGUST 17 

Eastleigh 1 Sutton United 0 

Richard Hill’s men get their campaign 
off to a flying start and get one over 
on former boss Paul Doswell in the 
process. Yemi Odubade’s 26th 
minute strike was enough to sepa¬ 
rate two sides fancied to be in the 
title shake-up. 

AUGUST 20 
Bath City 0 Eastleigh 1 

The Spitfires recorded a 1 -0 win on 
their first away trip of the campaign. 
Ben Strevens opened his account for 
the season with a 69th minute strike. 

AUGUST 24 

Basingstoke Town 2 Eastleigh 0 

Eastleigh slip to the first defeat of the 
season - one of only six they would 
suffer on their way to promotion - 
against their high-flying Hampshire 
rivals. 


AUGUST 26 

Eastleigh 0 Havant & W 0 

Richard Hill’s side bounced back 
from their first defeat of the season 
with a gritty 0-0 draw in their local 
derby with Havant. 

AUGUST 31 

Boreham Wood 0 Eastleigh 3 

Eastleigh got back on the winning 
trail with an emphatic win at 
Boreham Wood. Craig McAllister’s 
strike saw the Spitfires go in at half¬ 
time 1-0 up and goals from Stuart 
Fleetwood and Jai Reason saw them 
cruise to their biggest win of the 
campaign so far. 

Continued on facing page 



ON TAGET: Striker Craig 
McAllister 
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EASTLEIGH’S promotion to 
the top tier of English non 
league football caps a 
stunning rise for the for¬ 
mer Hampshire League 
club. 

Here, SIMON CARTER looks 
back at the club’s recent history 
and how Eastleigh have risen 
through the leagues to take their 
place in the Conference Premier 
next term. 

1986/87 Wessex League 

Our story starts with Eastleigh 
taking their place in the first ever 
Wessex League. 

They finished eighth, behind 
Wellworthy Athletic, and ahead of 
Steyning Town and Portals 
Athletic. 

Wessex League 1986-87 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Bash ley 

32 

24 

3 

5 

71 

30 

75 

R S Southampton 

32 

22 

7 

3 

70 

26 

73 

AFC Totton 

32 

20 

7 

5 

62 

21 

67 

Newport 1 0 W 

32 

15 

8 

9 

51 

36 

53 

Havant Town 

32 

15 

7 

10 

57 

48 

52 

Thatcham Town 

32 

15 

6 

11 

53 

33 

51 

Well worthy Athletic 

32 

14 

6 

12 

48 

50 

48 

EASTLEIGH 

32 

14 

6 

12 

40 

42 

48 

Sholing Sports 

32 

10 

8 

14 

41 

45 

38 

Lymington 

32 

10 

8 

14 

31 

37 

38 

*Steyning Town 

32 

10 

8 

14 

45 

47 

37 

Portals Athletic 

32 

9 

9 

14 

37 

46 

36 

Portsmouth Royal Navy 32 

11 

2 

19 

43 

58 

35 

Horndean 

32 

8 

8 

16 

42 

55 

32 

Bournemouth 

32 

7 

9 

16 

33 

59 

30 

Romsey Town 

32 

7 

7 

18 

25 

61 

28 

Brockenhurst 

32 

4 

5 

23 

34 

89 

17 


2001/02 Wessex League 

EASTLEIGH could only manage a 
mid table finish in the Wessex 
League 12 years ago this month. 

They were a whopping 33 points 
adrift of champions Andover, who 
pipped Fleet for the title after the 
latter had points deducted. 

After the season finished, 
Eastleigh brought in Paul Doswell, 
who had been managing the 
Hampshire county team, as their 
new manager. 

On arriving at the club, Doswell 
launched a three-year plan for pro¬ 
motion into the Southern League. 

Wendy Gee wrote in the Southern 
Daily Echo of May 20 2002: “After 
unveiling 13 new signings and 
announcing former Brockenhurst 
boss Cliff Huxford as director of 
coaching, Doswell said he hoped to 
have the Ten Acres club knocking on 
the Dr Martens door by 2004/5. 

“Despite the recent setbacks in 
plans to redevelop the Stoneham 
Lane ground, Doswell, co-owner of 
Drew Smith Homes, is well versed in 
negotiating such hurdles and pre¬ 
dicts: “The new ground WILL hap¬ 
pen. 

“Fm involved with the planning 
process myself now. Fve got my 
architect and planning consultant 
working with me and have had a lot 
of meetings with the developer. ” 

While groundbuilding remains in 
the pipeline, Doswell has already got 
his teambuilding show well and 


PARTY TIME: Eastleigh celebrate winning the 
Wessex League in 2003 and, inset, former 
boss Paul Doswell. 


truly on the road. 

He has splashed out a four-figure 
fee to bring Bournemouth Poppies’ 
combative midfielder Danny Woods 
to Ten Acres. 

The 24-year-old has signed a three- 
year contract along with Andover 
trio Vince Rusher, Dave Asker and 
Danny Barker, Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins’ ex-Salisbury striker 
Rob Matthews, Totton wideman 
Kevin Reacord, Winchester City left 
winger Martin Beck and 
Brockenhurst full-back Danny Steer. 

He has also prised the Kenna 
brothers, Warren and Stuart, away 
from Bemerton, defender Stuart 


Salter from Totton, Hampshire 
under 18 marksman Mick Sherry 
from East Cowes Vies, and signed 
former Basingstoke Town goalkeep¬ 
er Carl Clayton, who has moved 
back down south after a spell in 
Crewe. 

Earlier arrivals, Chris White from 
Yeovil and Steve Thorpe from 
Sheffield Wednesday, have also 
signed three-year deals along with 
promising, young defenders Lee 
Bright and Darren Curtis, already 
on Eastleigh ”s books. 

Youth is the key to Doswell’s newly- 
moulded squad. Matthews and 
Bright are still teenagers, Steer and 


Curtis are 20, Beck is 21 and most of 
the rest are 24 or under. 

The experience comes from Rusher, 
28, and 30-year-old ex-Portsmouth, 
Peterborough and Exeter defender 
White, who will be doubling up as 
player/assistant manager with for¬ 
mer Dell midfielder David Hughes, 
who is himself the right side of 30. 

“It’s a young side we’re putting 
together and we’re not expecting to 
win the Wessex League in the first 
season, ” said Doswell. 

“If we can get ourselves into the top 
six or seven to start with, we can try 
and win the league or finish second 
the season after next. 
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“By that time, the ground should 
he in place and we will hopefully he 
ready to progress into the Southern 
League. ” 


Wessex League 

2001-02 





P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Andover 

44 

30 

6 

8 

138 

53 

96 

‘Fleet Town 

44 

29 

9 

6 

107 

59 

95 

AFC Totton 

44 

29 

7 

8 

104 

50 

94 

Gosport Borough 

44 

26 

11 

7 

101 

41 

89 

Lymington & NM 

44 

26 

6 

12 

94 

47 

84 

Brockenhurst 

44 

27 

2 

15 

99 

57 

83 

AFC Newbury 

44 

22 

12 

10 

87 

51 

78 

Wimborne Town 

44 

21 

14 

9 

82 

53 

77 

Moneyfields 

44 

23 

7 

14 

98 

64 

76 

Fareham Town 

44 

21 

13 

10 

72 

54 

76 

Bemerton H 

44 

18 

11 

15 

103 

84 

65 

Thatcham Town 

44 

19 

8 

17 

94 

77 

65 

EASTLEIGH 

44 

18 

9 

17 

91 

71 

63 

Portland United 

44 

17 

8 

19 

81 

66 

59 

Christchurch 

44 

16 

7 

21 

61 

80 

55 


Cowes Sports 

44 

15 

9 

20 

66 

73 

54 

Blackfield & Langley 

44 

16 

5 

23 

82 

121 

53 

Bournemouth 

44 

14 

7 

23 

61 

84 

49 

BAT Sports 

44 

13 

8 

23 

46 

67 

47 

Whitchurch United 

44 

5 

5 

34 

27 

116 

20 

Downton 

44 

5 

4 

35 

42 

139 

19 

Hamble A S S C 

44 

4 

4 

36 

33 

119 

16 

Swanage Town & H 

44 

3 

6 

35 

31 

174 

15 


2002/03 Wessex League 


PAUL Doswell might not have 
expected to win the Wessex League 
in his first season, but they did. 

They only lost three games and 
ended up winning by 15 points with 
over 100 goals scored and 100 points 
banked. 

But Eastleigh’s success didn’t go 
down too well with everyone in the 


Wessex League. 

Bemerton boss Steve Slade, for 
example, was unhappy after 
Doswell suggested clubs like 
Bemerton place their top players 
on contracts or step down to a 
lower level. 

Doswell made the comments after 
his Bemerton old boy Robbie 
Matthews scored a hat-trick 
against his club in March 2003. 

Stating that the Wessex League is 
now a semi-professional setup, 
Doswell said in the Sports Pink: “If 
you don’t look after your players 
then you can’t moan if people come 
in and take them. If you feel like 


that you should be playing in the 
Hampshire League.” 

Slade described Doswell’s com¬ 
ments as dan outrage”. 

He said: “He (Doswell) does not 
live in the real world advising 
Bemerton to put their players on 
contract. 

“Unfortunately very few clubs in 
the Wessex League have the vast 
sums of money that he has readily 
available to him. 

“His insinuation that Bemerton 
should contemplate playing in the 
Hampshire League is an outrage 
when it is his club that is a fish out 
of water, which hopefully will be 
moving on to a much bigger pond. 

“Until he and his money machine 
trundled into Eastleigh last sum¬ 
mer, they were one of the founder 
members of the Wessex League’s 
perennial mid-table havenots”. 

“I wonder where they will be and 
in what financial state when he 
tires of his new toy. 

“Let’s get real and remember 
what level we’re playing at. The 
amount of money Eastleigh have 
been throwing aroundhas got no 
place in the Wessex League.” 

Doswell cannot agree and is grow¬ 
ing heartily sick of people writing 
Eastleigh off as fly-by-night big 
spenders. 

He said: “I’m tired of explaining 
that we have got our money 
through 20 partner sponsors who 
have been contracted for three 
years. That way we are not reliant 
on one person"s input.” 

Doswell makes no apologies for 
his ambitions to get into the 
Southern League - and beyond - 
but knows that sooner or later 
Eastleigh could become a Bemerton 
at a higher level. 

He said: “One day we’ll hit a level 
that we can"t progress beyond but 
we will take the club as far as we 
can go knowing we’ve done whaf's 
best for Eastleigh. 

“But one thing we won’t do when 
we reach that limit is start moaning 
about other clubs paying £10,000 a 
week when we only afford £2,000.” 


Wessex League 2002-03 


P 

EASTLEIGH 42 

Gosport Borough 42 

AFC Totton 42 

Wimborne Town 42 

Fareham Town 42 

Lymington & New Milton42 
Andover 42 

Portland United 42 

Thatcham Town 42 

Moneyfields 42 

BAT Sports 42 

AFC Newbury 42 

Christchurch 42 

Bournemouth 42 

Cowes Sports 42 

Hamble A S S C 42 

Alton Town 42 

Bemerton H 42 

Downton 42 

Brockenhurst 42 

Blackfield & Langley 42 

Whitchurch United 42 


W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

32 

7 

3 

115 

32 

103 

27 

7 

8 

94 

43 

88 

27 

6 

9 

96 

47 

87 

26 

7 

9 

113 

44 

85 

22 

10 

10 

78 

47 

76 

22 

8 

12 

89 

56 

74 

22 

7 

13 

95 

63 

73 

20 

8 

14 

81 

62 

68 

18 

13 

11 

68 

58 

67 

18 

6 

18 

73 

68 

60 

18 

6 

18 

57 

65 

60 

17 

6 

19 

77 

72 

57 

15 

10 

17 

58 

68 

55 

15 

9 

18 

57 

67 

54 

13 

13 

16 

57 

55 

52 

13 

12 

17 

58 

60 

51 

14 

9 

19 

71 

80 

51 

13 

5 

24 

59 

83 

44 

10 

7 

25 

41 

105 

37 

7 

6 

29 

50 

116 

27 

4 

6 

32 

37 

134 

18 

3 

4 

35 

25 

124 

13 


Continued on page 22 
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OFF THE MARK: Stuart 
Fleetwood. 


From facing page 

SEPTEMBER 7 
Eastleigh 2 Bromley 1 

The Spitfires got one over on another 
side fancied to make the running in 
the running in the Skrill Conference 
South, with a 2-1 win over Bromley. 
Craig McAllister opened the scoring 
for Eastleigh on 20 minutes and Stuart 
Fleetwood got his first of the season 
11 minutes later. Bromley fought back 
after the break, Bradley Goldberg net¬ 
ting a 50th minute strike, but Eastleigh 
held out to claim a precious win. 

SEPTEMBER 14 
Maidenhead 1 Eastleigh 3 

Eastleigh came from a goal down to 
claim another emphatic win on the 
road. Richard Pacquette gave the 
hosts a 16th minute lead, but Yemi 
Odubade levelled things up again just 
two minutes later. Odubade got his 
second just before the hour mark and 
Craig McAllister made things safe with 
ten minutes to go. 

SEPTEMBER 17 

Eastleigh 2 Eastbourne Borough 0 

Richard Hill’s men made it four wins 
on the bounce with a comfortable vic¬ 
tory over Eastbourne. Jai Reason put 
the Spitfires ahead on 54 minutes and 
Glen Southam bagged his first of the 
campaign on 71 minutes. 

SEPTEMBER 21 
Eastleigh 1 Hayes and Yeading 
United 0 

Craig McAllister’s 54th minute strike 
made it a run of five consecutive wins 
for Eastleigh. 


Continued on page 22 



GOALS: Jai Reason. 
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SEAL A DRAW: Jai 

Reason. 

From page 21 
OCTOBER 5 

Eastleigh 1 Concord Rangers 1 

The Spitfires were indebted to Jai 
Reason for getting them a point from 
a below par display at home to 
Concord Rangers. Reason’s 33rd 
minute strike cancelled out Leon 
Gordon’s 13th minute opener for the 
visitors. 

OCTOBER 8 
Ebbsfleet 3 Eastleigh 1 

Eastleigh slipped to just their second 
defeat of the season away at 
Ebbsfleet. Stuart Fleetwood’s strike 
was sandwiched by two from Billy 
Bricknell and, to cap off a miserable 
day for Eastleigh, former Spitfire 
Daryl McMahon added a third for the 
hosts in stoppage time. 

OCTOBER 19 

Eastleigh 1 Staines Town 0 

Jai Reason’s 14th minute goal was 
enough to get Eastleigh their first win 
in three games and get their promo¬ 
tion push back on track. 

NOVEMBER 2 
Sutton United 1 Eastleigh 1 

Eastleigh fought out a tense draw 
with promotion rivals Sutton. Craig 
McAllister put the Spitfires ahead just 
before the break, but an inspired 
team talk from former Eastleigh boss 
Paul Doswell saw his side draw level 
through Craig Dundas on 48 minutes. 

NOVEMBER 9 
Eastleigh 1 Farnborough 0 

Eastleigh dominated the game 
against north Hampshire side 
Farnborough but only turned their 
dominance into goals with a minute 
to spare. Craig McAllister continued 
his good run by scoring. 

Continued on facing page 



THEN AND NOW: Richard 
Hill and ex-Eastleigh boss 
Paul Doswell. 


From page 21 

2003/04 Southern League 
Division 1 East 

EASTLEIGH kept their momentum 
going the following season by finish¬ 
ing fourth finishing fourth in the 
Southern League Division 1 East. 

That was enough to see them claim a 
place in the Ryman Premier League 
following some restructuring of the 
non league scene. 

Southern League 2003-04 Division One East 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

King's Lynn 

42 

28 

7 

7 

90 

35 

91 

Histon 

42 

26 

10 

6 

96 

41 

88 

Tonbridge Angels 

42 

27 

7 

8 

82 

46 

88 

*EASTLEIGH 

42 

27 

4 

11 

88 

40 

82 

Folkestone Invicta 

42 

20 

15 

7 

91 

45 

75 

Salisbury City 

42 

21 

11 

10 

73 

45 

74 

Stamford 

42 

20 

11 

11 

63 

45 

71 

Banbury United 

42 

19 

10 

13 

65 

57 

67 

Burgess Hill Town 

42 

19 

7 

16 

67 

54 

64 

Sittingboume 

42 

18 

8 

16 

61 

55 

62 

Bashley 

42 

18 

7 

17 

66 

58 

61 

Ashford Town (Kent) 

42 

15 

9 

18 

51 

53 

54 

Chatham Town 

42 

13 

10 

19 

49 

67 

49 

Fisher Athletic London 

42 

13 

10 

19 

61 

81 

49 

Corby Town 

42 

12 

9 

21 

44 

75 

45 

Dartford 

42 

13 

6 

23 

48 

81 

45 

Burnham 

42 

12 

11 

19 

52 

76 

44* 

Hastings United 

42 

12 

7 

23 

60 

91 

43 

Newport 10 W 

42 

11 

7 

24 

42 

69 

40 

Rothwell Town 

42 

9 

11 

22 

30 

47 

38 

Erith & Belvedere 

42 

7 

10 

25 

45 

84 

31 

Fleet Town 

42 

5 

7 

30 

35 

114 

22 


2004/05 Ryman Premier 

EASTLEIGH celebrated another 
promotion after winning through the 
play-offs. 

Only champions Yeading went up 
automatically, with Billericay the 
favourites to go up with them. 

But fifth placed Leyton produced a 
shock win at Billericay in the play-off 
semi-final. 

And as Eastleigh finished above 
them in third place, they got home 
advantage again after beating 
Braintree in their semi final. 

Paul Sales headed the winner as 
Eastleigh took their place in the 
Conference South. 

Ryman 2004-05 Premier Division 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Yeading 

42 

25 

11 

6 

74 

48 

86 

Billericay Town 

42 

23 

11 

8 

78 

40 

80 

Eastleigh 

42 

22 

13 

7 

84 

49 

79 

Braintree Town 

42 

19 

17 

6 

67 

33 

74 

Leyton 

42 

21 

8 

13 

71 

57 

71 

Hampton & Richmond 

42 

21 

8 

13 

64 

53 

71 

Heybridge Swifts 

42 

18 

9 

15 

76 

65 

63 

Chelmsford City 

42 

17 

11 

14 

63 

58 

62 

Staines Town 

42 

17 

9 

16 

59 

53 

60 

Worthing 

42 

16 

11 

15 

50 

45 

59 

Hendon 

42 

17 

7 

18 

48 

60 

58 

Salisbury City 

42 

16 

9 

17 

60 

64 

57 

Slough Town 

42 

15 

10 

17 

61 

66 

55 

Folkestone Invicta 

42 

14 

10 

18 

51 

53 

52 

Windsor & Eton 

42 

12 

14 

16 

48 

62 

50 

Harrow Borough 

42 

13 

10 

19 

41 

54 

49 

Northwood 

42 

14 

7 

21 

49 

66 

49 

Wealdstone 

42 

13 

8 

21 

60 

73 

47 

Cheshunt 

42 

12 

11 

19 

58 

71 

47 

Tonbridge Angels 

42 

11 

10 

21 

47 

73 

43 

Dover Athletic 

42 

10 

9 

23 

50 

66 

39 

Kingstonian 

42 

7 

5 

30 

43 

93 

26 


Conference South 2005-06 


Weymouth 
St Albans City 
Farnborough Town 


P 

42 

42 

42 


D 

4 8 

5 10 
9 10 


F A Pts 
80 34 90 
94 47 86 
65 41 78 



2005/06 Conference South 

EASTLEIGH’S rise continued with a 
fine eighth placed finish in their first 
season as a sixth tier club. 


Basingstoke Town 

42 

12 

8 

22 

47 

72 

44 

Hayes 

42 

11 

9 

22 

47 

60 

42 

Carshalton Athletic 

42 

8 

16 

18 

42 

68 

40 

Maidenhead United 

42 

8 

9 

25 

49 

99 

31 


2006/07 Conference South 

PAUL Doswell resigned as manager 
in December 2006, with Saints legend 
Jason Dodd taking over from him 
until the end of the season. 

Conference South 2006-07 


Sutton United 

42 

14 

9 

19 

58 

63 

51 

EASTLEIGH 

42 

11 

15 

16 

48 

53 

48 

Yeading 

42 

12 

9 

21 

56 

78 

45 

Dorchester Town 

42 

11 

12 

19 

49 

77 

45 

Thurrock 

42 

11 

11 

20 

58 

79 

44 

Basingstoke Town 

42 

9 

16 

17 

46 

58 

43 

Hayes 

42 

11 

10 

21 

47 

73 

43 

Weston Super Mare 

42 

8 

11 

23 

49 

77 

35 

Bedford Town 

42 

8 

7 

27 

43 

82 

31 


Lewes 

42 

21 

10 

11 

78 

57 

73 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Histon 

42 

21 

8 

13 

70 

56 

71 

Histon 

42 

30 

4 

8 

85 

44 

94 

Havant &W 

42 

21 

10 

11 

64 

48 

70 

Salisbury City 

42 

21 

12 

9 

65 

37 

75 

‘Cambridge City 

42 

20 

10 

12 

78 

46 

67 

Braintree Town 

42 

21 

11 

10 

51 

38 

74 

EASTLEIGH 

42 

21 

3 

18 

65 

58 

66 

Havant & Waterlooville 

42 

20 

13 

9 

75 

46 

73 

Welling United 

42 

16 

17 

9 

58 

44 

65 

Bishop's Stortford 

42 

21 

10 

11 

72 

61 

73 

Thurrock 

42 

16 

10 

16 

60 

60 

58 

Newport County 

42 

21 

7 

14 

83 

57 

70 

Dorchester Town 

42 

16 

7 

19 

60 

72 

55 

Eastbourne Borough 

42 

18 

15 

9 

58 

42 

69 

Bognor Regis Town 

42 

12 

13 

17 

54 

55 

49 

Welling United 

42 

21 

6 

15 

65 

51 

69 

Sutton United 

42 

13 

10 

19 

48 

61 

49 

Lewes 

42 

15 

17 

10 

67 

52 

62 

Weston Super Mare 

42 

14 

7 

21 

57 

88 

49 

Fisher Athletic London 

42 

15 

11 

16 

77 

77 

56 

Bishop's Stortford 

42 

11 

15 

16 

55 

63 

48 

‘Farnborough Town 

42 

19 

8 

15 

59 

52 

55 

Yeading 

42 

13 

8 

21 

47 

62 

47 

Bognor Regis Town 

42 

13 

13 

16 

56 

62 

52 

Eastbourne Borough 

42 

10 

16 

16 

51 

61 

46 

Cambridge City 

42 

15 

7 

20 

44 

52 

52 

Newport County 

42 

12 

8 

22 

50 

67 

44 










2007/08 Conference South 

DAVID Hughes, who had been 
Doswell’s assistant at the club since 
2002, took over as manager once Jason 
Dodd left. 

Hughes, though, only stayed in 
charge until October 2007, when he 
was replaced by another ex-Saint, 
Havant & Waterlooville boss Ian 
Baird. 

Conference South 2007-08 


Fisher Athletic London 

42 

22 

5 

15 

65 

61 

71 

Braintree Town 

42 

19 

12 

11 

52 

42 

69 

EASTLEIGH 

42 

19 

10 

13 

76 

62 

67 

Havant & Waterlooville 

42 

19 

10 

13 

59 

53 

67 

Bath City 

42 

17 

15 

10 

59 

36 

66 

Newport County 

42 

18 

12 

12 

64 

49 

66 

Bishop's Stortford 

42 

18 

10 

14 

72 

60 

64 

Bromley 

42 

19 

7 

16 

77 

66 

64 

Thurrock 

42 

18 

9 

15 

63 

64 

63 

Hayes & Yeading United 

42 

14 

12 

16 

67 

73 

54 

Cambridge City 

42 

14 

10 

18 

71 

72 

52 

Basingstoke Town 

42 

12 

14 

16 

54 

75 

50 

Welling United 

42 

13 

7 

22 

41 

64 

46 

Maidenhead United 

42 

11 

12 

19 

56 

59 

45 

Bognor Regis Town 

42 

11 

11 

20 

49 

67 

44 

St Albans City 

42 

10 

12 

20 

43 

69 

42 

Weston super Mare 

42 

9 

10 

23 

52 

85 

37 

Dorchester Town 

42 

8 

10 

24 

36 

70 

34 

Sutton United 

42 

5 

9 

28 

32 

86 

24 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Lewes 

42 

27 

8 

7 

81 

39 

89 

Eastbourne Borough 

42 

23 

11 

8 

83 

38 

80 

Hampton & Richmond 

42 

21 

14 

7 

87 

49 

77 


2008/09 Conference South 

IAN Baird guided Eastleigh into the 
Conference South play offs for the first 
time in the club’s history in his first 
full season in charge. 

They led 4-0 at Hayes & Yeading in 
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CELEBRATION TIME: Paul 
Sales heads Eastleigh’s 
play-off winner against 
Leyton in May 2005. 


AUST 


the first leg of their semi final, before 
ending up 4-2 winners. 

Remarkably, Eastleigh were then 
thrashed 4-0 at the Silverlake Stadium 
in the second leg. 

Conference South 2008/09 


P 

AFC Wimbledon 42 

Hampton & Richmond 42 

EASTLEIGH 42 

Hayes & Yeading United 42 
Chelmsford City 42 

Maidenhead United 42 

Welling United 42 

Bath City 42 

Bishop's Stortford 42 

Newport County 42 

Team Bath 42 

St Albans City 42 

Bromley 42 

Braintree Town 42 

Havant & Waterlooville 42 

Worcester City 42 

Weston super Mare 42 

Basingstoke Town 42 

Dorchester Town 42 

Thurrock 42 


w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

26 

10 

6 

86 

36 

88 

25 

10 

7 

74 

37 

85 

25 

8 

9 

69 

49 

83 

24 

9 

9 

74 

43 

81 

23 

8 

11 

72 

52 

77 

21 

8 

13 

57 

46 

71 

19 

11 

12 

61 

44 

68 

20 

8 

14 

56 

45 

68 

17 

8 

17 

60 

60 

59 

16 

11 

15 

50 

51 

59 

16 

7 

19 

62 

64 

55 

14 

12 

16 

56 

50 

54 

15 

9 

18 

60 

64 

54 

14 

10 

18 

57 

54 

52 

11 

15 

16 

59 

58 

48 

12 

11 

19 

38 

53 

47 

12 

11 

19 

43 

68 

47 

10 

16 

16 

36 

55 

46 

10 

12 

20 

39 

61 

42 

9 

13 

20 

54 

60 

40 


‘Bognor Regis Town 42 7 12 23 33 68 26 

Fisher Athletic London 42 5 3 34 22 100 18 

2009/10 Conference South 

EASTLEIGH were never really in 
the running for another shot at the 
play-offs. 

Conference South 2009/10 

P W D L F A Pts 
Newport County 42 32 7 3 93 26 103 

Dover Athletic 42 22 9 11 66 47 75 


Chelmsford City 

42 

22 

9 

11 

62 

48 

75 

Bath City 

42 

20 

12 

10 

66 

46 

72 

Woking 

42 

21 

9 

12 

57 

44 

72 

Havant & Waterlooville 

42 

19 

14 

9 

65 

44 

71 

Braintree Town 

42 

18 

17 

7 

56 

41 

71 

Staines Town 

42 

18 

13 

11 

59 

40 

67 

Welling United 

42 

18 

9 

15 

66 

51 

63 

Thurrock 

42 

16 

13 

13 

66 

60 

61 

EASTLEIGH 

42 

17 

9 

16 

71 

66 

60 

Bromley 

42 

15 

10 

17 

68 

64 

55 

St Albans City 

42 

15 

10 

17 

45 

55 

55 

Hampton & Richmond 

42 

14 

9 

19 

56 

66 

51 

Basingstoke Town 

42 

13 

10 

19 

49 

68 

49 

Maidenhead United 

42 

12 

12 

18 

52 

59 

48 

Dorchester Town 

42 

13 

9 

20 

56 

74 

48 


Bishop's Stortford 

42 

12 

11 

19 

48 

59 

47 

Lewes 

42 

9 

15 

18 

49 

63 

42 

Worcester City 

42 

10 

10 

22 

48 

60 

40 

Weston super Mare 

42 

5 

8 

29 

48 

93 

23 

Weymouth 

42 

5 

7 

30 

31 

103 

22 


2010/11 Conference South 


EASTLEIGH finished four points 
outside the play-offs in Ian Baird’s 
third full season in charge. 

Continued on page 32 
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CRUCIAL GOAL: Yemi 
Odubade. 


From facing page 
NOVEMBER 12 

Gosport Borough 0 Eastleigh 2 

Eastleigh made light work of another 
Hampshire side, by beating 
Conference South new boys Gosport 
2-0 at Privett Park. Yemi Odubade got 
the first on the stroke of half-time and 
Glen Southam added a second on 58 
minutes. 


NOVEMBER 23 

Eastleigh 1 Tonbridge Angels 2 

Richard Hill’s men slipped to their first 
league home defeat as they went 
down to Tonbridge. Shamir Goodwin 
put the visitors into an early lead and, 
although Jamie Collins looked like he 
had rescued a point for Eastleigh, 
Sonny Miles popped up with two min¬ 
utes to go to steal all three points for 
the visitors. 


DECEMBER 17 
Dover Athletic 1 Eastleigh 2 

Eastleigh saw off another of the Skrill 
Conference South’s high-flyers with a 
2-1 win at Dover. Chris Kinnear had 
put the Kent side ahead on 77 min¬ 
utes, but a Ben Strevens strike lev¬ 
elled things up two minutes later. 
Stuart Fleetwood then grabbed a last 
minute winner for the Spitfires. 

DECEMBER 26 

Dorchester Town 1 Eastleigh 2 

Eastleigh were made to work to get 
their Boxing Day gift of three points 
from Skrill Conference South smug¬ 
glers Dorchester. Ben Strevens put 
the Spitfires ahead on 21 minutes and 
Jai Reason doubled the lead just after 
the break. However, Josh Wakefield 
pulled one back with half an hour to 
go to ensure a nervy finish for 
Eastleigh. 

Continued on page 26 



KEY MAN: Ben Strevens. 
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CHAMPIONS: Eastleigh’s players and fans celebrate their Skrill 
Conference South title win at the Silverlake Stadium on Friday. 
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ON TARGET: Jamie Collins. 


From page 23 

DECEMBER 28 
Eastleigh 2 Bath City 1 

Ben Strevens scored for the third 
consecutive league game as he put 
Eastleigh ahead on 15 minutes. 

Josh Low levelled on the half hour 
mark, but Jamie Collins smashed in 
a winner on 81 minutes to make it 
three wins on the bounce for 
Eastleigh. 


JANUARY 18 

Eastleigh 2 Gosport Borough 1 

Eastleigh extended their winning run 
with a 2-1 derby win over south 
Hampshire rivals Gosport. 

Craig McAllister fired Eastleigh into 
an early lead and Ben Strevens dou¬ 
bled the advantage on 73 minutes. 
Dan Woodward pulled one back for 
a Borough side that would go to 
make it to the FA Trophy final at 
Wembley. 


JANUARY 21 

Weston-super-Mare 3 Eastleigh 2 

The Spitfire’s unbeaten run was 
brought to an end in a five-goal 
thriller at Weston-super-Mare. 

Chaz Hemmings had given the hosts 
a 33rd minute lead, but the game 
only really came to life when Craig 
McAllister netted a leveller. 

Dayle Grubb re-established the 
host’s advantage two minutes later 
and Alec Fiddes got Weston a third 
with two minutes to go. 

Yemi Odubade pulled another one 
back in injury time, but it was to 
prove too little too late for Eastleigh. 

JANUARY 25 

Eastleigh 3 Ebbsfleet United 1 

Eastleigh avenged their earlier defeat 
at the hands of Kent side Ebbsfleet 
thanks to a Jai Reason hat-trick. 
Reason gave the Spitfires a 19th 
minute lead and, although 
Eastleigh’s tormentor in the first 
game between the sides, Billy 
Bricknell, pulled one back, Reason 
rounded off his hat-trick in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

Continued on facing page 



HAT-TRICK: Jai Reason. 




THERE is an experienced spine 
running through the whole of 
Richard Hill’s promotion-win¬ 
ning Eastleigh side. 

His squad might not be the biggest, 
but it’s packed full of former 
Football League players and men 
who are no strangers to winning 
promotion in the non leagues. 

Here, the Sports Pink profiles the 
history-making Spitfires. 

ROSS FLITNEY 
Born: June 1 1984 
(age 29) 

Height: 6 ft 3 in 
Goalkeeper 

Started as a youth player at 
Arsenal before moving to Fulham in 
2003. 

Was on the bench for the Cottagers 
in Premier League games, providing 
cover for the likes of Edwin van der 
Sar and Mark Crossley, but never 
played a first team game at the club. 

Made his Football League debut on 
loan for Brighton & Hove Albion in a 
League 2 game in September 2003. 

Current Eastleigh assistant man¬ 
ager Guy Butters was in the 
same Seagulls side when 
Flitney made his debut. 

Flitney was released by 
Fulham in May 2005, 
joining Barnet the fol¬ 
lowing month. 

In his first season at 
Barnet he hit the head¬ 
lines by being sent off in 
only the second minute 
of a League Cup tie at Old 
Trafford. 

Flitney, right, was red card¬ 
ed for handling the ball outside 
his penalty area, his first and only 
touch in the match. 

The red card was later rescinded 
on appeal. [ 

Left Barnet at the end of the 
2006/07 season, joining Grays 
Athletic in June 2007. 

Later played for Croydon Athletic 
before signing for Dover in January 
2010. 

Andy Hessenthaler, the man who 
signed him for Dover, then took him 
to Gillingham in the summer of 2011. 

Eastleigh boss Richard Hill had 
once been Hessenthaler’s assistant 
at Preistfield. 

Flitney made 31 appearances for 
the Kent club in 2011/12, his season 


ending in January 2012 due to 
injury. 

Current Saints keeper 
Poalo Gazzaniga replaced 
him in goal. 

Flitney initially joined 
Eastleigh on loan in October 
2012, making the move per¬ 
manent the following 
February. 




DEAN BECKWITH 
Born: September 18, 1983 
(age 30) 

Height: 6 ft 3 in 
Centre half 

Is no stranger to winning promo¬ 
tion, having done so twice with 
Hereford United. 

The centre half 
turned profes¬ 
sional with 
Gillingham in 
July 2003 but 
made only two 

first team appearances _ 

for the club. 

He made his debut for the Gills in 
an FA Cup tie at then Premier 
Leaguers Pompey in January 2005. 

Had loan spells at Dagenham & 
Redbridge and Margate 
before being released in the 
summer of 2005. 

Signed for Hereford 
United shortly after and 
in his first season 
helped the club win pro¬ 
motion back to the 
Football League 

through the Conference 
play-offs. 

Beckwith was a first 
choice centre back in 
2007-08, starting 46 out of a pos¬ 
sible 55 first team matches. 

For the second time in three sea¬ 
sons, he helped Hereford win pro¬ 
motion under Graham Turner, this 
time to League 1. 

Beckwith appeared 29 times for the 
Bulls in 2008/09 as the club finished 
bottom of League L 

After 153 appearances for the club, 
he was released in the summer of 
2009 and joined Northampton. 

He made 75 appearances in two 
seasons for the Cobblers before 
being released for the third time in 
his career. 

Beckwith signed for Luton in the 
summer of 2001 and left 18 months 
later, joining Eastleigh in January 






EXPERIENCED: 
Eastleigh 
defender Chris 
Todd. 
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2013 on the day his Hatters contract 
was terminated. 

During his time at Kenilworth Road 
he played alongside current Eastleigh 
colleagues Stuart Fleetwood (who he 
had also played alongside at Hereford) 
and Craig McAllister. 

Beckwith scored on his Eastleigh 
debut in January 2013 against 
Braintree. 


CHRIS TODD 
Born: August 22 
1981 (age 32) 
Height: 6 ft 
Position: Centre 
half 


CHRIS DILLON 


His arrival in the summer of 2013 
was overshadowed by more high pro¬ 
file signings. 

The Bournemouth-born defender, 
once of Wessex League club 
Christchurch, was signed from 
Doveton Soccer Club, a State Division 
Two side in Australia. 

Globe-trotter Dillon has also played 
for University of Mobile (USA) on a 
four year scholarship. 


DEAN BECKWITH 


JAMIE COLLINS 


DAN SPENCE 


MICHAEL GREEN 


February joined Salisbury City on 
loan to regain match fitness. 

Todd returned to Torquay for the 
last month of the 2008-09 season. 

It was a triumphant return, winning 
the ‘Man of the Match’ award for the 
Conference play-off final against 
Cambridge in his second Wembley 
final in three seasons. 

In 2009/10 Todd first returned to 
Salisbury on loan before joining 
Conference South leaders Newport 
County on loan in January 2010. 
Newport went on to win the title 
with a record 103 points, 28 
points ahead of second placed 
Dover. 

Todd was released by 
Torquay that summer 
and joined Newport 


later, 
in the 
summer of 
2011, he was 
on the move 


again, this time to Forest Green 
Rovers. 

A torn hamstring in his Conference 
Premier debut for Rovers ruled him 
out for five months. 

In October 2012, Todd joined 
Hereford United on loan before mov¬ 
ing to Eastleigh on a free transfer, 
signing an 18-month contract, in 
January 2013. 

JAMIE COLLINS 
Born: September 28 1984 (age 
29) 

Height: (6 ft 2 in 
Position: Midfielder 

The London-born midfielder began 
his career at Watford, turning pro¬ 
fessional in June 2004. 

But he was released the follow¬ 
ing February without playing a 
first team game and joined 
Havant & Waterlooville. 

Collins spent seasons with 
Eastleigh’s Hampshire rivals, win¬ 
ning the captaincy at the start of the 
2007-08 season. 

Continued on page 28 
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final. 

Todd joined local rivals 
Torquay United a few 
weeks later for £7,500 and 
quickly became a regular in the 
newly relegated Conference Premier 
side. 

Todd’s career was halted in 
November 2008 when he was diag¬ 
nosed with chronic myeloid 
leukaemia. 

With his treatment going well, Todd 
returned to training and the following 


Another experienced ex Football 
League defender who is no stranger to 
winning non league promotions. 

The Swansea-born centre half made 
his Football League debut for his 
home-town club a fourth tier match in 
March 2001. 

On being released the following sum¬ 
mer, Todd had a short spell with Irish 
club Drogheda before signing for 
Exeter in January 2003. 

Although unable to prevent Exeter 
being relegated from the Football 
League that season, he remained with 
the Devonians and was consistently a 
first-team regular. 

Todd was appointed cap¬ 
tain of Exeter for the 
2006-07 season, 
which ended 
v ^ with him 
a 
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CONSOLATION: Stuart 
Fleetwood. 


From facing page 

FEBRUARY 17 

Tonbridge Angels 2 Eastleigh 1 

Eastleigh never recovered from a 
poor start at lowly Tonbridge and 
paid the price with dropped points. 
Michael Bakare and Mark Lovell gave 
the hosts a 2-0 lead going into the 
break and, although Eastleigh 
improved in the second period, 

Stuart Fleetwood’s strike was all they 
could muster for their efforts. 

FEBRUARY 22 
Farborough 0 Eastleigh 1 

Ben Wright, signed on loan from 
Salisbury City, opened his account 
for Richard Hill’s men with the only 
goal in his new side’s 1-0 win at 
Hampshire rivals Farnborough. 

FEBRUARY 25 

Eastleigh 3 Maidenhead United 2 

Eastleigh showed their mettle to 
twice come from behind to beat lowly 
Maidenhead. Reece Tison-Lascaris 
gave the visitors a shock early lead 
and, although Reece Connolly 
equalised for Eastleigh, the hosts 
were stunned again when Matt Ruby 
tapped in on the stroke of half-time. 
Richard Hill’s half-time encourage¬ 
ment fired his side up enough to see 
them level on 51 minutes through 
Stuart Fleetwood, but they had a ner¬ 
vous wait until the 90th minute before 
Ben Strevens struck a winner. 

MARCH 1 

Eastleigh 3 Weston-super-Mare 1 

Eastleigh cruised to a comfortable 
win over Weston-super-Mare. 

The sides cancelled each other out 
for the first hour, until Ben Wright 
broke the deadlock. 

Jai Reason doubled the lead and, 
although Chas Hemmings pulled one 
back for Weston, Craig McAllister 
restored the two-goal advantage with 
15 minutes to go. 

Continued on page 28 



FIRST GOAL: Ben Wright. 
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LEVELLER: Stuart 
Fleetwood. 


From page 27 

MARCH 4 

Eastbourne B 1 Eastleigh 1 

Stuart Fleetwood’s 75th minute 
strike rescued a crucial point for 
Eastleigh at the Langley Sports 
Club. Ian Simpemba had given 
Eastbourne a 41st minute lead. 

MARCH 8 

Concord Rangers 3 Eastleigh 2 

A last minute strike denied Eastleigh 
a deserved share of the spoils at 
Concord. Sam Collins put the hosts 
in front on 36 minutes, but Ben 
Wright levelled matters just after the 
break. Ben Strevens then put 
Eastleigh in front, but Tony Stokes 
made it 2-2 and, in a cruel blow, 
Steve Cawley bagged a 90th minute 
winner for the hosts. 

MARCH 11 

Eastleigh 1 Chelmsford City 0 

Eastleigh got their promotion cam¬ 
paign back on track with a 1-0 win 
at home to lowly Chelmsford. 

Reece Connolly got the only goal 
just before the break. 

MARCH 15 

Eastleigh 4 Bishops Stortford 2 

The Spitfire’s class eventually won 
out in their clash with Bishops 
Stortford. Craig McAllister put the 
hosts 1-0 up, before Anthony 
Church equalised. Ben Wright put 
Eastleigh in front again, but Bishops 
pulled level once more, this time 
through Reece Prestedge. However, 
that was the cue for Wright to take 
the game by the scruff of the neck 
and he hit two more to complete his 
hat-trick and seal a much-needed 
win for Eastleigh. 

MARCH 18 

Whitehawk 1 Eastleigh 4 

Richard Hill’s men really began to hit 
their straps in mid-March, scoring 
four goals for the second consecu¬ 
tive game. 

Cont on facing page. 



IN FORM: Ben Wright. 



MEN 


From page 27 

In that season Havant enjoyed a 
sensational run to the fourth round 
of the FA Cup. 

En route they knocked out 
Football League sides Notts County 
and Swansea City to earn a fourth 
round tie at Liverpool. 

There they amazingly twice took 
the lead before losing 5-2. 

Collins moved onto Conference 
South rivals Hampton & Richmond 
Borough in the summer of 2010, but 
moved onto Newport County three 
months later. 

Along with Chris Todd, he ended 
up being a key player in Newport’s 
record breaking 2009/10 Conference 
South winning title team. 

In the summer of 2011, Collins fol¬ 
lowed his former Newport boss 
Dean Holdsworth to League 2 side 
Aldershot Town. 

He moved back into non league 
football in January 2012, signing for 
Forest Green Rovers. 

After signing a contract extension 
at the Gloucestershire club until the 
end of 2013/14, Collins parted com¬ 
pany with Rovers by mutual con¬ 
sent in the summer of 2013 and 
promptly joined Eastleigh. 

WILL EVANS 

Born: October 9, 1991 (age 
22 ) 

Height: 6 ft 2 in 
Position: Full back 

The right back made his profes¬ 
sional debut for Swindon Town in 
August 2010 in a 3-0 victory at St 
Mary’s in the JPT Trophy. 

Lee Barnard was sent off for Saints 
in a game which took place just a 
day after Alan Pardew had been 
sacked as manager. 

After spending three months on 
loan with Hereford United, Evans 
joined the League 2 club permanent¬ 
ly in January 2012 on a free. 

A few weeks later, Evans scored 
the fastest goal in Hereford history 
at Macclesfield, netting inside 12 
seconds at Moss Rose. 

In January 2013 Evans joined 
Conference National rivals Newport 
County on loan until the end of the 
season. 

He was eventually released by 
Hereford last summer, after 39 pro¬ 
fessional appearances, and signed 
for Eastleigh. 

DAN SPENCE 

The full-back owes ex-Saints boss 
Glenn Hoddle a big debt for reviving 
his career. 

After being released by Reading in 
2009, he joined Hoddle’s spanish- 
based academy which aimed to turn 
the fortunes around of young foot¬ 
ballers without clubs. 

The tutelage of Hoddle, and many 
other experienced coaches, meant 
he continued playing with spells at 
Mansfield, Woking and Salisbury 
before signing for Eastleigh in 
February 2013. 


The left back began his career in 
the Wessex League with 


Graham Kemp, before moving to 
Eastleigh in the summer of 2009. 
Before he could play a competitive 
game for the Spitfires, Green 
joined AFC Totton on loan in 
August 2009, later making 
the move permanent for 
£7,500. 

Green was a 
o u t h e r n 
League 
Division 1 
South & 
Vest play off 
tii final loser 
first season 
igs in 2009/10. 
The following season, 
2010/11, he was again a reg¬ 
ular as Totton won the 
Southern League Division 1 
South & West title and also 
the Hampshire Senior Cup, 
beating Sholing in the final 
at St Mary’s. 

Green had trials with 
Reading, Millwall, and 
Wycombe before he was 


He signed originally 
on a non-contract 
basis from fellow 
Conference South 
side Hayes & 
Yeading United but 
damaged shoulder 
ligaments in only 
his fourth appear¬ 
ance for the 
Spitfires. 

Hill had tried to 
sign Spence the 
previous 
November, but 
the player 
chose to stay 
put. 


MICHAEL 
GREEN 
Born: May 12, 

1989 (age 24) 
Height: 6 ft 
Position: Full back 
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ARE ON THE UP 



signed, aged 22, by ex-Saint Micky 
Adams’ League Two side Port Vale 
in July 2011. 

He made his Football League debut 
on the opening day of the 2011/12 
season, but made only five first team 
outings before returning to 
Eastleigh on an emergency loan in 
October 2011. 

As his loan spell was coming to an 
end, it was revealed that Green had 
asked to have his Vale contract ter¬ 
minated so that he could move clos¬ 
er to his family. 

On making his move to Eastleigh 
permanent once more, Green played 
24 league games for Eastleigh in 
2011/12. 

He was a regular in 2013/14 when 
Eastleigh reached the Conference 
South play offs after a memorable 
late season run, only to lose to Dover 
in the semis on penalties. 

GLEN SOUTHAM 
Born: August 27 1980 (age 
33). Height: 6 ft 
Position: Midfielder 


Southam signed for League Two side 
Hereford United - but left by mutual 
consent a few months later to return 
to Bishop's Stortford. 

Southam was on his travels again 
in January 2010, signing for 
Conference Premier club Histon ... 
only to switch to Barnet the follow¬ 
ing summer. 

Southam only spent a season in 
League 2 at Underhill before moving 
back down to the Conference South 
to join Dover. 

Again, he only spent a year at The 
Crabble before signing for Ian 

Baird at Eastleigh in May 2012. 


YEMI ODUBADE 
Born: July 4 1984 (age 
29) 

Height: 5 ft 7 in 
Position: Striker 


HOLD UP: 

Ben 

Strevens. 


The former England non league 
international started his peripatetic 
career at Enfield before signing for 
Bishop’s Stortford in 
1999, going on to 
win their player 
of the year 
award three 
times. 

Moved to then 
Conference nation¬ 
al club Dagenham & 
Redbridge in May 
2004 for a £20,000 fee 
and was part of the 
Daggers side that won 
promotion to the 
Football League three 
years later. 

He made his Football 
League debut in August 
2007, in Dagenham's first 
ever League game at 
Stockport 
County. 
On 
being 


The Nigerian began his 
football career in 

England, playing in the 
Sussex County League for 

Eastbourne Town in 2002. 

After scoring over 70 goals in two 
seasons, he signed for then League 2 
club Yeovil Town in July 2004. 

He left the club in February 2005 
and joined Eastbourne Borough 
shortly after. 

The following season, Odubade 
impressed Oxford United manager 
Brian Talbot in two FA Cup ties, and 
he later joined the League Two side 
for £25,000. 

He spent three and a half years at 
Oxford, playing 145 games for the 
club before being released in May 
2009 and joining Stevenage. 

In 2009/10, his first season at the 
club, he scored 13 league goals as 
Stevenage romped to the Conference 
Premier title. 

In January 2011, Odubade joined 
Newport County on loan until the 
end of the season before moving to 
Gateshead five months later on a 
free. 

After spending two years at 
Gateshead - scoring 10 Conference 
Premier goals in 51 outings - 
Odubade joined Eastleigh in May 
2013. 

Though he has been a striker at 
most of his previous clubs, Odubade 
has played in an attacking midfield 
role for the Spitfires. 

BEN STREVENS 

Born: May 24, 1980 (age 33) 
Height: 6 ft 1 in 
Position: Midfielder 

Another man who is no stranger to 
winning non league promotions. 

A veteran of over 200 Football 
League appearances, often as a 
striker, Strevens has mainly played 
a central midfield role for Eastleigh. 

Began his career at Wingate & 
Finchley and in 1998/99 scored 28 
league goals, winning a move to 
Barnet. 

Was loaned out to Slough Town 
and St Albans City before becoming 


two years later, 


Continued on page 30 
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ON TARGET: Reece 
Connolly. 

From facing page 

Ben Wright got things started with an 
8th minute strike, before Reece 
Connolly and Craig McAllister (2) 
made it a four-goal first half blitz. 
Kieron Forbes netted an 84th minute 
consolation for the hosts. 

MARCH 22 

Staines Town 0 Eastleigh 0 

Free-scoring Eastleigh’s winning run 
was brought to a halt at Staines, but 
the point they gained was gleefully 
accepted by boss Richard Hill as his 
side gradually edged towards their 
promotion destiny. 

MARCH 25 

Eastleigh 6 Dorchester Town 0 

After being held to a 0-0 draw in the 
previous game, Eastleigh rediscov¬ 
ered their scoring boots with a 
demolition of bottom club 
Dorchester. Jai Reason netted a hat- 
trick and there were singles for Chris 
Todd, Ben Wright and Yemi 
Odubade. 

MARCH 30 

Hayes & Yeading United 1 
Eastleigh 1 

Richard Hill’s men stretched their 
unbeaten run to five games with a 
deserved draw at Hayes. 

Craig McAllister gave the visitors the 
lead on the stroke of half-time and 
only Pat Cox’s 71st minute strike 
denied Eastleigh all three points. 

APRIL 1 

Bishops Stortford 2 Eastleigh 2 

There was no fooling around for 
Eastleigh on the April Fool’s Day, as 
they showed their gritty side to come 
from 2-0 down to earn a point at 
Bishops Stortford. Reece Prestedge 
gave the hosts a 1 -0 lead and Rod 
Young doubled that lead on 32 min¬ 
utes. 

Continued on page 30 
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CRUCIAL GOAL: Ben 

Wright. 


From page 29 

Ben Wright pulled one back for 
Eastleigh before the break and 
Ben Strevens made sure the 
spitfires shared the spoils with a 
61st minute strike. 

APRIL 5 

Eastleigh 3 Whitehawk 2 

The Spitfires came out on top in 
a topsy-turvy game with 
Whitehawk. 

Danny Mills gave the visitors a 
seventh minute lead, but Ben 
Wright was on target to level on 
15 minutes. 

Jake Robinson re-established 
Whitehawk’s lead just after the 
half-hour mark, but Eastleigh 
came right back again - this 
time Chris Todd squaring things 
up. When Eastleigh took the 
lead for the first time in the 
game - through Stuart 
Fleetwood on 56 minutes - they 
held on to claim all three points. 

APRIL 8 

Bromley 1 Eastleigh 2 

Promotion would not be 
achieved for another week or so, 
but this victory over their near¬ 
est title challengers arguably did 
more than any other to confirm 
Eastleigh’s superiority over the 
Skrill Conference South. 

Ben Wright continued his hot 
streak by opening the scoring on 
17 minutes and, after Rob 
Swaine had pulled one back, fir¬ 
ing in a 58th minute winner. 

Continued on facing page 



a regular first teamer at 
Underhill, helping Barnet win 
the Conference Premier title in 
2004/05 - four years after their 
relegation. 

Joined Crawley Town on a free 
in 2006 and scored on his debut 
against Rushden & Diamonds, 
but moved onto Dagenham & 
Redbridge a few months later. 

A second promotion from the 
Conference Premier followed at 
the end of the 2006/07 season. 

At the end of 2008/09 he signed 
for Brentford, moving onto 
Wycombe Wanderers in 2010. 

Another promotion followed in 
2010/11, Wycombe winning pro¬ 
motion from League 2 only to go 
back down 12 months later. 

Strevens signed a one year 
deal at League Two Gillingham 
in the summer of 2012, but 
rejoined Dagenham the follow¬ 
ing January on a free. 

His second stint with the 
Daggers saw him released five 
months later, and he then joined 
Eastleigh. 




REECE CONNOLLY 
Born: January 22 1992 
(age 22) 

Height: 6 ft 
Position: Striker 

Started as a schoolboy at 
Crystal Palace before joining 
Aldershot Town. 

Connolly made his Football 
League debut in August 2009 
when he came on as a substitute 
against Bournemouth at Dean 
Court. 

The following January he 
moved to Conference National 
side Salisbury City on a month’s 
loan. 

Connolly spent further time on 
loan with non-league club such 
as Didcot Town, Dorchester 
Town and Farnborough, where 
he had two loan spells. [4] 

In February 2012, he signed a 
new one year contract with 
Aldershot but the following 
December he made his loan spell 
at Farnborough permanent for 
an undisclosed fee. 

He was on the move again in 


Glasgow-born striker who is 
currently in his third spell at 
Eastleigh. 

He first played for the club 
during their Wessex League 
days in 2001 

McAllister made his 
Basingstoke Town debut 
in March 2002, scoring 
hat-tricks in succes¬ 
sive games the fol¬ 
lowing November. 

He finished 
2002/03 with 35 
goals from 47 
games, and the 
following sea¬ 
son he belted 
28 goals - 
earning him¬ 
self a trial 
with then 
Championship 
club QPR. 

After scoring 
times in 112 games 
for Basingstoke, he 
moved to Conference 
Premier outfit Stevenage on 
Bosman transfer in May 2004. 

After struggling to get in the 
starting line-up, he was sent 
back to Eastleigh on loan in 
early 2004/05 before a loan spell 
at Gravesend & Northfleet 

McAllister signed for Woking 
on a permanent deal in the sum¬ 
mer of 2005, scoring 13 goals in 
his first season for the 
Conference Premier club and 18 
in 2006/07. 

Stints at Grays Athletic, 
Rushden & Diamonds (loan) and 
Oxford United followed before 
making his Football League 
debut for Exeter City in 2008/09. 

After only making five appear¬ 
ances for Exeter in 2009/10 - 
where he played alongside cur¬ 
rent Spitfire Stuart Fleetwood - 
he joined Barnet on loan in 
November 2009 and Rotherham 
on loan the following March. 

Following his release from 
Exeter in 2010, McAllister 


MORE EASTLEIGH NEWS IN MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO 


LEVELLER: Chris Todd. 
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moved back to non-League, sign¬ 
ing for Conference Premier outfit 
Crawley Town on a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

It turned out to be a memorable 
one-year stay in Sussex, scoring 
12 league goals as Crawley, helped 
by Matt Tubbs’ 40-plus goal 
haul, romped to the 
Conference title and also 
reaching the fifth round of 
the FA Cup. Jjgy 1 

After turning down a 
new deal, McAllister 
opted to stay in the 
non league and J 
signed for Newport wf 
County in May 2011. 

After failing to find 
the net in 26 games for 
the Welsh club in 
2011/12, McAllister joined 
Conference Premier rivals Luton 
Town on loan. 

He scored his first goal in over a 
year against Ebbsfleet United on 
April 2012, and a few weeks later 
was at Wembley as the Hatters 
were beaten in the play-off final 
by York. 

It was a miserable trip to the 
national stadium, as McAllister 
was introduced as a second half 
sub only to go off himself 12 min¬ 
utes later through injury. 

On returning to Eastleigh for 
^ a third time, McAllister 
« ended 2012/13 as the club’s 
joint top scorer with 19 
league and cup strikes 
j (the same as Jai 

Reason). 

McAllister scored 
an 11-minute 
hat-trick in 
April 2013 in 
HMtag a league 


_ 


GOAL MACHINE: Jai Reason 


for Braintree. 


game 
against 
Bromley, 
and four 


days 


later 


KEY MAN: Craig McAllister 




Angels. 


s t r u c 
another sec¬ 
ond half treble 
against Tonbridge 


JAI REASON 
Born: Jan 9, 1990 
(age 24) 

Position: Midfielder 

The attack-minded midfielder 
was joint top scorer for Eastleigh 
in his debut 2012/13 season with 
19 league and cup goals. 

He has already bettered that this 
season with 20 strikes, including 
hat-tricks against Ebbsfleet and 
Dorchester Town since the turn of 
the year. 

The one-time Ipswich Town 
trainee has previous Conference 
Premier experience from two dif¬ 


ferent spells at that level. 

He played over 50 games for 
Cambridge United from initially 
joining them on loan in 2009 to 
being released at the end of the 
2009/10 season. 

Reason helped Cambridge over¬ 
turn a 3-1 first leg deficit to reach 
the 2008/09 Conference Premier 
play off final against Stevenage. 

He played the whole game as 
Cambridge won the second leg 3-0 
with a last minute winner in extra 
time. 

He did not play in the final, 
where his side lost to Chris Todd’s 
Torquay. 

After moving to Crawley in the 
summer of 2010, after just four sub 
appearances he joined Braintree. 

Reason was a regular as the 
Essex club won the Conference 
South title in 2010/11. 

After helping Braintree estab¬ 
lish themselves in the Conference 
Premier, he moved back down a 
level in the summer of 2012 to sign 
for Eastleigh. 

One of the reasons he gave for 
his decision was he had become 
frustrated playing on the left wing 


STUART FLEETWOOD 
Born: April 23, 1986 
(age 27) 

Height: 5 ft 10 in 
Position: Striker 

During his teens was a talented 
rugby union fly half that was in 
the team that won the Gloucester 
Schools Cup. 

He decided football was a better 
option, though, after blasting over 
100 goals in one season. 

Fleetwood made one first team 
appearance in two and a half sea¬ 
sons as a professional at Cardiff, 
before joining Hereford United in 
January 2006. 

After helping the Bulls win pro¬ 
motion via the Conference 
Premier play-offs a few months 
later, alongside Dean Beckwith, 
Fleetwood hit a League Cup hat- 
trick against two divisions higher 
Coventry in 2006/07. 

But he found appearances hard 
to come by at Edgar Street and 
was loaned out to League Two 


club Accrington Stanley prior to 
being released. 

In June 2007 Fleetwood signed a 
two-year deal at Conference side 
Forest Green Rovers, and prompt¬ 
ly smashed 28 goals in the 2007/08 
campaign to finish as the fifth 
tier’s top marksman. 

Alan Pardew signed him for 
Charlton Athletic in the summer 
of 2008, but he never made a 
Football League appearance for 
the Addicks. 

After loan spells with 
Cheltenham Town and Brighton 
& Hove Albion, Fleetwood joined 
Exeter on loan and scored three 
goals in eight games to help Paul 
Tisdale’s men win promotion 
from League 2. 

Fleetwood returned to Exeter 
for a season long loan in 2009/10, 
but struggled to impress. 

In the summer of 2010 he 
rejoined Hereford for an undis¬ 
closed fee, finishing his first sea¬ 
son as top scorer with 18 League 2 
goals. 

Despite that league success, 

Continued on page 31 
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ON THE UP: Lee Peacock. 

From facing page 

APRIL 12 

Chelmsford City 0 Eastleigh 0 

Now comfortably ensconced at 
the top of the table and with a 
healthy points cushion between 
themselves and chasing Bromley 
and Sutton United, Eastleigh 
eased towards promotion with a 
gritty 0-0 draw at Chelmsford. 

APRIL 15 

Eastleigh 1 Dover Athletic 0 

Richard Hill’s men put them¬ 
selves on the brink of promotion 
to the Skrill Conference Premier 
with a 1-0 win at home to Dover. 
Veteran Lee Peacock was the 
man to claim the only goal on 77 
minutes. 


APRIL 18 

Eastleigh 2 Basingstoke 
Town 1 

Eastleigh made history by seal¬ 
ing their promotion - and the 
Skrill Conference South title - 
with two games remainging after 
a routine and professional victo¬ 
ry over a willing Basingstoke 
side. Yemi Odubade opened the 
scoring for Eastleigh and then 
Ben Wright - the loan signing 
from Salisbury City - doubled 
the advantage soon after. Town 
did pull one back in the dying 
moments, but that could not 
stop the Spitfires getting their 
promotion party started. 



GET IN: Ben Strevens cel¬ 
ebrates promotion against 
after the win against 
Basingstoke. 
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Brooks gets 
a kick out of 
the rise of 
his Spitfires 

ONE man has been ever-present 
through the rise of Eastleigh FC 
to the pinnacle of the non-league 
game and that is founder and life 
president Derik Brooks. 

The 90-year-old, who has seen 
the club rise through the 
Southampton Junior Leagues 
and now to the dizzy heights of 
the Skrill Premier, was ecstatic 
after Richard Hill’s men clinched 
promotion with a win over 
Basingstoke Town on Friday. 

“I don’t think words can 
express it,” he said. 

“We’re in the top league of 
non-league football, what better 
success is there? 

“It is a truly wonderful feeling 
and I don’t think I can fully 
appreciate yet.” 

While Brooks has seen highly 
successful managers given the 
responsibility to guide his 
beloved club, it is Hill who was 
charged with taking the 
Stoneham Lane side to within 
five divisions of the Premier 
League. 

Since last season, when 
Eastleigh suffered the heartbreak 



LEGEND: Derik Brooks and 
Glen Southam. 

of defeat in the play-offs against 
Dover Athletic, Hill has not rest¬ 
ed. 

The boss said with a smile: “I 
said at the start of the season 
‘we can win the league if we get 
the players we want - if we can 
play the way we want to play and 
get everyone to buy into it, then 
we stand a chance of winning 
the league’. 

“We didn’t want to create a 
side that just saw out the sea¬ 
son. We’ve kept the squad tight- 
knit, and they’re absolutely tired 
to death now, two or three of the 
players that played the last few 
games shouldn’t have done, 
we’ve had to patch them up. 

“I believed we had a chance to 
win the league. You live the job, 
there is no respite, you live it 
every day and even more so 
because of where we’ve been in 
the league; the pressure’s always 
on us to win the next game. 

“My family have been through 
hell this year, my wife turned 
round to me and said yesterday 
‘I won’t bother speaking to you 
until 5pm tomorrow and I won’t 
probably speak to you then’. 

“I’ve been grumpy at home, I’ve 
had sleepless nights but that’s all 
part of this job.” 
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From page 31 

Fleetwood dropped back into the 
Conference Premier in August 2011 to 
sign for Luton Town. 

He ended his first season at 
Kenilworth Road playing in the 
Conference Premier play off final loss 
to York City. 

Fleetwood scored nine goals for 
Luton in 2012/13 but fell out of favour 
when John Still replaced Paul Buckle. 

He dropped down into the sixth tier 
for the first time in his career when 
he signed for Eastleigh last July. 

BEN WRIGHT 
Born: August 20 1988 
(age 25) 

Height: 6 ft 2 in 

Position: Striker 

The Basingstoke-born striker has 
scored regularly for the Spitfires 
since arriving on loan from Salisbury 
City in February. 

Eastleigh is the 18th club in the 25- 
year-old’s career, which started with 
Basingstoke. 

After scoring prolifically for 
Hampton & Richmond Borough in 
2008, Wright passed a medical at 
Premier Leaguers Fulham, only for 
Roy Hodgson to back out of the £50,000 
transfer at the last minute. 

Wright instead joined League 1 club 
Peterborough United in January 2009 
on a three-and-a-half-year contract 
for an undisclosed fee. 

He joined Conference Premier team 
Kettering Town on loan a few months 
later. 

The following season, 2009/10, 
Wright was loaned out to Conference 
Premier pair Luton and Grimsby, and 
later in the season had a short spell at 
League 2 club Barnet. 

Wright was transfer listed at the 



LATE ADDITIONS: Daniel Wishart (above left) and Ben Wright (above right). 


end of 2009/10, before joining Hayes & 
Yeading United on loan in August 
2010. 

Later that same month he joined 
Crawley Town on a two-year contract 
for an undisclosed fee, but within a 
few weeks was loaned out to fellow 
Conference Premier side Newport 
County. 

In January 2011 he was on the move 
again when he rejoined Hayes & 
Yeading United on loan. 

Wright left Crawley Town by mutu¬ 
al consent in June 2011 and joined 
Braintree, scoring 18 goals in all com¬ 


petitions for the Conference Premier 
club - his most prolific season prior to 
this one. 

Wright made his debut for Forest 
Green on the opening day of 2012/13, 
but later in the season was loaned 
back to Braintree. 

He moved onto Salisbury City last 
summer after leaving Forest Green by 
mutual consent. 

Though he scored six times for the 
Wiltshire club in the first half of this 
season, he rejoined Basingstoke on a 
month's loan last December before 
arriving at Eastleigh in February. 


DANIEL WISHART 
Born: May 28, 1992 (age 21) 
Position: Midfielder 

The winger arrived on loan from 
Alfreton Town earlier this year. 

Despite his young age, he has played 
79 Conference Premier games already 
since making his debut aged 17 for 
Hayes & Yeading in January 2010. 

Of those 79 games, 51 were sub out¬ 
ings. 

Joined Derbyshire club Alfreton 
last summer and played 19 
Conference Premier games this sea- 
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son, 15 off the bench, before being 
loaned out to Eastleigh. 

LEE PEACOCK 
Born: October 9 1976 
(age 37) 

Height: 6 ft 
Position: Striker 

Peacock progressed through the 
youth team setup at Carlisle United 
and made his debut during the 
1994/1995 season under ex-Saints 
coach Mick Wadsworth. 

During his first season at Brunton 
Park the club won the Third Division 
title. 


After going down in 1995/96, 
Peacock won a second promotion the 
following term. 

Mansfield Town paid £75,000 for 
Peacock in September 1997, and just 
over two years later he joined 
Manchester City for £500,000 who at 
the time were managed by Joe Royle. 

Peacock would only make 10 
appearances in all competitions dur¬ 
ing 1999/2000 season and departed 
only 10 months after signing. 

Peacock signed for Bristol City in 
August 2000 for £600,000, going on to 
score over 60 goals in around 150 
appearances in all competitions. 

Peacock was among the scorers 
when Bristol City beat his former 


club Carlisle 2-0 in the 2003 Football 
League Trophy Final at Cardiff. 

Peacock won promotion again in 
2004/05, helping ex-Saints boss Paul 
Sturrock’s Sheffield Wednesday go 
up via the play-offs. 

In January 2006 he joined Swindon, 
and at the end of his first full season 
at the club he was voted the League 2 
player of the year by fans as the 
Wiltshire club won promotion. 

Peacock’s next port of call was 
Grimsby Town in January 2010, and 
he suffered relegation to the 
Conference with the Mariners a few 
months later. 

Peacock remained Grimsby skipper 
in 2010/11 before being released at the 


end of that season. 

Peacock had moved his family to 
Hampshire in January 2011, and 
joined Conference South side Havant 
& Waterlooville in June of that year. 

In March 2012, Peacock signed for 
Eastleigh for the remainder of the 
season. 

He retired at the end of the season 
and became head of the club’s youth 
development. However, earlier this 
year he was talked into coming out of 
retirement and signing for Richard 
Hill’s Spitfires. 

Peacock scored the winner shortly 
after coming on as a sub against 
Dover earlier this week to put 
Eastleigh a step nearer promotion. 


From page 23 

Conference South 2010/11 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Braintree Town 

42 

27 

8 

7 

78 

33 

89 

Farn borough 

42 

25 

7 

10 

83 

47 

82 

Ebbsfleet United 

42 

22 

12 

8 

75 

51 

78 

Chelmsford City 

42 

23 

8 

11 

82 

50 

77 

Woking 

42 

22 

10 

10 

62 

42 

76 

‘Welling United 

42 

24 

8 

10 

81 

47 

75 

Dover Athletic 

42 

22 

8 

12 

80 

51 

74 

EASTLEIGH 

42 

22 

6 

14 

74 

53 

72 

Havant & W 

42 

16 

10 

16 

56 

51 

58 

Dartford 

42 

15 

12 

15 

60 

60 

57 

Bromley 

42 

15 

12 

15 

49 

61 

57 

Weston super Mare 

42 

15 

8 

19 

56 

67 

53 

Basingstoke Town 

42 

13 

10 

19 

50 

63 

49 

Boreham Wood 

42 

12 

11 

19 

56 

67 

47 

Staines Town 

42 

11 

14 

17 

48 

63 

47 

Bishop's Stortford 

42 

13 

6 

23 

48 

79 

45 

Dorchester Town 

42 

10 

14 

18 

49 

59 

44 

Hampton & R 

42 

9 

15 

18 

43 

60 

42 

Maidenhead United 

42 

10 

10 

22 

43 

70 

40 

Thurrock 

42 

8 

13 

21 

50 

77 

37 

Lewes 

42 

9 

9 

24 

34 

70 

36 

St Albans City 

42 

7 

13 

22 

39 

75 24# 


2011/12 Conference South 


A POOR season, the Spifires fin¬ 
ishing lower mid table. 

Oxfordshire company Bridle 
complete their takeover of the club 
midway through the campaign. 



IAN BAIRD 


Conference South 2011/12 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Woking 

42 

30 

7 

5 

92 

41 

97 

Dartford 

42 

26 

10 

6 

89 

40 

88 

Welling United 

42 

24 

9 

9 

79 

47 

81 

Sutton United 

42 

20 

14 

8 

68 

53 

74 

Basingstoke Town 

42 

20 

11 

11 

65 

50 

71 

Chelmsford City 

42 

18 

13 

11 

67 

44 

67 

Dover Athletic 

42 

17 

15 

10 

62 

49 

66 

Boreham Wood 

42 

17 

10 

15 

66 

58 

61 

Tonbridge Angels 

42 

15 

12 

15 

70 

67 

57 

Salisbury City 

42 

15 

12 

15 

55 

54 

57 

Dorchester Town 

42 

16 

8 

18 

58 

65 

56 

EASTLEIGH 

42 

15 

9 

18 

57 

63 

54 

Weston super Mare 

42 

14 

9 

19 

58 

71 

51 

Truro City 

42 

13 

9 

20 

65 

80 

48 

Staines Town 

42 

12 

10 

20 

53 

63 

46 

‘Farnborough 

42 

15 

6 

21 

52 

79 

46 

Bromley 

42 

10 

15 

17 

52 

66 

45 

Eastbourne Borough 

42 

12 

9 

21 

54 

69 

45 

Havant & W 

42 

11 

11 

20 

64 

75 

44 

Maidenhead United 

42 

11 

10 

21 

49 

74 

43 

Hampton & Richm 

42 

10 

12 

20 

53 

69 

42 

Thurrock 

42 

5 

11 

26 

33 

84 

26 


2012/13 Conference South 


IAN Baird is sacked after almost 
five years in the Silverlake 
Stadium hot-seat in October 2012 
and is replaced by former Watford 
striker Richard Hill. 

The Spitfires slip into the relega¬ 
tion zone in early January but 
stage a remarkable recovery to fin¬ 
ish fourth. 

After losing the first leg of their 
play off semi 2-0 to Dover at the 
Silverlake Stadium, Eastleigh win 
the second leg 3-1 but are agonis¬ 
ingly beaten on penalties. 

Conference South 2012/13 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Welling United 

42 

26 

8 

8 

90 

44 

86 

Salisbury City 

42 

25 

8 

9 

80 

47 

82 

Dover Athletic 

42 

22 

10 

10 

69 

44 

76 

EASTLEIGH 

42 

22 

6 

14 

79 

61 

72 

Chelmsford City 

42 

22 

6 

14 

70 

56 

72 

Sutton United 

42 

20 

10 

12 

66 

49 

70 

Weston-super-Mare 

42 

19 

10 

13 

61 

55 

67 

Dorchester Town 

42 

19 

8 

15 

59 

62 

65 

Boreham Wood 

42 

15 

17 

10 

59 

46 

62 

Havant and W 

42 

14 

16 

12 

68 

60 

58 

Bath City 

42 

15 

10 

17 

60 

58 

55 

Eastbourne Borough 

42 

14 

9 

19 

42 

52 

51 

Farnborough 

42 

19 

7 

16 

76 

75 

50 

Basingstoke Town 

42 

12 

12 

18 

63 

73 

48 

Bromley 

42 

14 

6 

22 

54 

69 

48 

Tonbridge Angels 

42 

12 

12 

18 

56 

77 

48 

Hayes and Yeading 

42 

13 

9 

20 

64 

89 

48 

Staines Town 

42 

13 

8 

21 

61 

78 

47 

Maidenhead United 

42 

13 

6 

23 

64 

68 

45 

AFC Hornchurch 

42 

11 

11 

20 

47 

64 

44 

Billericay Town 

42 

11 

7 

24 

62 

90 

40 

Truro City 

42 

9 

8 

25 

57 

90 

25 
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Hythe ahead 
of the game 

IT may not have the glamour of Gosport Borough 
and Sholing playing at Wembley or Eastleigh clinch¬ 
ing promotion to the Conference Premier, but the 
astonishing turnaround at Hythe & Dibden is a suc¬ 
cess story in its own right. 

After two miserable seasons propping up 
Sydenhams One, the Waterside club head into 
Easter Monday’s Southampton derby at Team 
Solent on an unbeaten run of seven league games 
and with high hopes of a fourth-placed finish. 

“We’ve done miles better than we’d hoped for,” 
admitted Hythe’s 29-year-old boss Lee Burch who, 
along with assistant Scott Johnston, has breathed 
new life into the Jones Lane club. 

“When we started the season it was a case of just 
staying off the bottom. 

“We lost three of our first four games and those 
sides that beat us are the ones now above us 
(Andover Town, Petersfield and Cowes Sports). 

“But we’ve come a long way and it’s good that 
we’ve been able to push on so quickly. We’re proba¬ 
bly two years ahead of ourselves.” 

A marker of Hythe’s progress came last Saturday 
when they battled back from two down to hold 
league leaders Andover 2-2 at Jones Lane. 

“That’s the fifth 2-2 draw we’ve ground out. These 
days when we’re losing, we’ve got that bit of spirit 
that will bring us back into games,” said Burch. 

“We’ve been winning games too and just getting 
that feeling of putting points on the board is some¬ 
thing Hythe haven’t had for a long time.” 

The presence of experienced Wessex 
campaigners like Terry Cox, Mark 
Lilley, Simon De’Ath (currently 
sidelined with a broken foot 
bone) and recent arrival Johnny 
Mulhern has helped the Hythe 
‘ cause. 

But, in Burch’s book, it’s hav¬ 
ing players regularly available 
that has made the difference. 
“You always hear managers 
say ‘if only we’d had our best side 
out’ and I never wanted to have to 
make that excuse,” said Burch. 

“We’ve got players now who 
can play 90 per cent of the 
games rather than floating in 
and out all the time. (Striker) 
Seun Olabiyi’s only missed one match all season 
and that was for the birth of his son. He came back 
the following game and went on a scoring run.” 

Burch himself was away on a family break to 
Devon last weekend. But such is trust in the man¬ 
agement team around him that he knew he was 
leaving the side in good hands. 

“Scott Johnston’s made a big impact and Jamie 
Cotton’s been a breath of fresh air since he came in 
as goalkeeping coach,” he said. “We’ve also brought 
in David Rowland, who’s another FA Skills coach 
like myself. 

“Everyone’s brought in fresh ideas and added 
something unique to the set-up and that’s key for me 
going forward.” 

Given that he has yet to hit 30, Burch ranks as one 
of the brightest young managers on the Wessex cir¬ 
cuit. 

He is ambitious too but, with Hythe’s forthcoming 
move to Clayfields edging ever closer, he admits 
that, right now, he is in the perfect place. 

“I’m an ambitious person and manager, but I’m 
one season in and I’m learning my trade,” he said. 

“There’s nowhere else I’d rather be at the moment 
- apart from Chelsea - but Mourinho’s better than 
me, so I’ll leave him to it! 

“I’ve made mistakes this season but I’m learning 
from them and hopefully that can only help Hythe & 
Dibden going forward. 

“Scott’s going nowhere either - I won’t let him! - 
and I’m hoping that, player-wise, there will comings 
rather than goings. 

“Hopefully we can hold onto fourth spot which 
would be unbelievable. 

“If you’d told me we’d finish fourth at the start of 
the season, I’d have laughed at you. 

“But, like the old saying goes, the table doesn’t he 
and you finish where you deserve to.” 



SIMONN 

DE’ATH 


Gulf do the double 


AFC Gulf Western are double silverware 
winners after coming back to beat 
Chamberlayne 3-2 at Folland Park in the 
Junior A Cup final. 

Gulf, who have only lost one game all sea¬ 
son, lifted the trophy just a few days after 
sealing the Drew Smith Junior 1 crown, 
getting the better of their closest rivals on 
two fronts. 

Chamberlayne, like Gulf Western, have 
been flying high in the league and cup but 
have been pegged back by their rampant 
rivals. 

Following a 2-2 draw between the two the 


league was in the balance but, after 
Chamberlayne slipped to a 5-3 defeat 
against third place Langley Manor, Gulf 
have been in the driving seat winning their 
last two league fixtures 4-0 and 5-1. 

They made hard work of it but they lifted 
the cup after trailing 2-0 at half-time. 

Following a half-time rollicking from 
manager Paul Madden, they went out with 
far more intent as Jordan Penfold, substi¬ 
tute Sam Rappa and Justyn Penfold 
secured the double crown. 

“I’ve never spoken to them like that, I 
kicked some tables and bottles to get them 


up for it,” said Madden. “I was pulling my 
hair out in the first half, we just didn’t look 
settled and hadn’t got going. 

“But the half time chat worked; it is the 
biggest achievement in the club’s history. 

“We can now look forward to Senior 1 
football, I think we can aim for Hampshire 
League football but I don’t want to run 
before we can walk. 

“I’m very proud of my team and it is defi¬ 
nitely a high point for all of us.” 

Gulf Western have now achieved three 
promotions in the three seasons they’ve 
existed. 



AFC GULF WESTERN: Pictured earlier this season - left to right, back: manager Paul Madden, Jody Agrella, Justyn Penfold, Joel 
Portlock, Paul Johns, Tom King, Michael Saye, Alan Whiteway, front, Simon Mabey, Jordan Penfold, Keith Bailey, Sam Webb, Keiran 
Wise, Emmett Madden. 


Downton D-Day 


JEFF Softley says that turning over 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins on 
Tuesday to retain Downton’s 
Sydenhams Premier status would feel 
like winning the league. 

The Wick Lane boss has orchestrated a 
late revival from his Robins side who, a few 
weeks ago, looked nailed on for relegation. 

But back-to-back wins at fellow smug¬ 
glers Romsey and Fawley gave Downton 
new hope and they so nearly sprang an 
upset at league leaders Alresford last 
Saturday, conceding twice in the dying 
stages to lose 3-2. 

Those performances have given them 
bags of confidence to take into Tuesday’s 
(April 22, 7.45pm) Wiltshire derby at 
Western Way where, depending on other 
results, a win could ensure safety. 


“I know it’s going to be an enormous feat McGregor. The Irishman didn’t feature at 
for us, but I’m confident we can pull it off,” Alresford but will be back for the midweek 
said Softley. derby. 

“Everyone involved in the club has Bemerton, though, will be no easy nut 

been working tirelessly this season to crack. They had won seven of 

and we want to stay put. their previous ten matches heading 

“If we want to avoid relegation into today’s home game against 

then we have to earn the right to *■! .- Newport IoW and have already 

stay in the division. L beaten their Salisbury neigh- 

“I’m not sure how Ian Chalk J: + hours twice this season in league 

(Bemerton boss) is going to play, and cup. 

but a win will keep us up if other “I’m kind of confident going into 

results go our way. J v the derby,” said Harlequins boss 

“I definitely believe we can do Chalk - words that will be of great 

something and, if we do it, it will feel comfort to Romsey and Fawley. 

like winning the league.” DECLAN “Our target is to win our last 

Softley has everyone available MCGREGOR three games, but the result is 
for Robins’ penultimate game of a more important to Downton. 

difficult season, including highly-rated for- “We hope Downton survive, but we’ll be 
mer Salisbury City striker Declan going out for three points.” 


SEE PAGE 48 FOR TODAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS 
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THERE are few sports journalists on 
the south coast who have enjoyed the 
longevity of Ian Henderson, the former 
BBC South and Hampshire Chronicle 
sports editor. 

‘Hendo’s career began in 1970, when Ted 
Bates was still Saints boss, and he reported 
on the 1976 FA Cup final, the Barry 
Richards/Gordon Greenidge era at 
Northlands Road and much else besides. 

Now he has chronicled his many years in 
regional journalism in From the Sidelines, a 
whimsical autobiography charting the highs 
and lows of his career. 

Anyone who has met Hendo will know he 
speaks with a natural gravitas. 

It helped him find his calling when, having 
drifted through a variety of jobs in his early 
twenties, he applied en spec to the BBC. 
Gifted with a broadcaster’s voice, he soon 
climbed the ladder. 

But he gives a somewhat harsh 
recollection of Bates from 
his early days at the 
Beeb. 

“Now Ted was most 
definitely not a media 
man. That is to say he 
was almost impossible 
to interview by electron¬ 
ic means for radio and 
television,” writes 

Henderson.. 

“It wasn’t that he did¬ 
n’t have opinions but he 
just couldn’t concen¬ 
trate his mind to string 
coherent sentences 
together.” 

The arrival of Lawrie 
McMenemy in 1973 
made life a little easi¬ 
er. 

Wembley 

“Lawrie was a gift 
for we media 
guys...He interwove 
humour into his inter¬ 
views and I found 
myself giving him lots 
of airtime - sometimes up to 
ten minutes or more of my 
precious Friday night half- 
hour show.” 

Three years later, our man 
found himself in the Saints dress¬ 
ing room at Wembley shortly 
after Bobby Stokes had scored the 
only goal against Manchester United. 

It provided him with what he has 
described as the best interview of his 
career. 

“Eventually Lawrie McMenemy 
appeared and was feted by the media pack. 

“I was way down the queue but he told me 
that I could take my tape recorder into the 
most hallowed area of the Saints dressing 
room. 

“It really was a thrill for me and even the 
most taciturn of players, Nick Holmes, 
was excited beyond belief and it all went 


well with the likes of Peter Osgood, Mel 
Blyth, Paul Gilchrist and most of the others. 

“But the man I really wanted to talk to was 
(as usual) the last to emerge from the show¬ 
ers with a towel wrapped around him in a 
near empty dressing room. 

“Mick Channon was about to give me the 
most memorable interview of my career 
thus far....Seeing me waiting for him he 
immediately issued an invitation. ‘Come 
and sit down, mate. Suppose you want to 

know what I f..think of it all? ‘Right in 

one,’ I replied, easing myself alongside him 
on the bench. ‘But don’t you want to get 
dressed first?’ ‘No Just get on with it and 
then I can go and get p....d!’ was the pithy 
reply.” 

Hendo also recalls his interviews with 
Terry Paine in the Saints legend’s fruit and 
veg shop in Shirley High Street. 

Then there was the occasion a greenkeeper 
interrupted a round of golf with Bob 
Brunskell, the Echo’s erstwhile Saints cor¬ 
respondent, telling the pair to attend a press 
conference urgently. 

“We were assembled in the large dining 
room at the hotel and a ‘top table’ had been 
installed for Lawrie, the newcomer 
and club officials,” recalls Hendo. 

“Everyone was second guessing 
who would be the rabbit pro¬ 
duced from the hat and various 
choices were made. 

“Then, on the stroke of mid¬ 
day, (on time for once) the side 
door opened and in walked 
Lawrie alongside Kevin 
Keegan of all people, 
arguably England’s 
biggest name who 
had been with 
Hamburg FC for a 
year or two. 

“You don’t often 
hear hard-bitten 
sports journalists 
gasp but this was 
one of those occa¬ 
sions. 


FAMOUS FACES: Mick Channon lifts the FA Cup, left, Ted 
Bates takes to the microphone, right, Lawrie McMenemy unveils 
a couple of signings, top right, and, top left, Harry Redknapp... 


“Lawrie had pulled off this coup without 
anyone (The Sun included) having a sniff of 
it.” 

It is not a book dominated by football. A 
couple of humorous anecdotes relate to 
John Arlott, the great cricket commentator. 

This is one: “On one occasion the rookie 
anchorman of Sport on 2, Jim Rosenthal, a 
rising star in the BBC (with whom I was to 
share a London flat a few years later) was so 
keen to impress that his post-lunch intro¬ 
duction to the great man contained details of 
just about everything that had happened. 

“It ended with ‘So it’s been quite an event¬ 
ful day so far at Southampton, John Arlott?’ 
To which the latter replied: ‘Yes that’s right. 
Back to the studio.’ The stunned silence of 
the unfortunate Rosenthal lasted for several 
seconds before he regained his composure!” 

Hendo’s namedropping accelerates as the 
book goes on. 

Fratton Park 

He mentions the two occasions he batted 
against Malcolm Marshall as well as a brief 
sideline as the agent of Robin and Chris 

Smith, Kriss Akabusi, Roger Black and 
Todd Bennett. 

He was not a bad blagger either. While 
holidaying in Washington, he reveals 
how he made his way into the White 
House for a Jimmy Carter press con¬ 
ference! 

I first came across Hendo during the 
early Noughties and was party to a 
memorable exchange he had with 
Harry Redknapp on the Fratton 
Park touchline. 

Working for Clubcall, Hendo 
enraged the then Pompey boss 
by suggesting Gary O’Neil 
should have come off the bench 
following a rare home defeat at 
the end of the promotion-win¬ 
ning season of 2002-03. 

At least he did not have to 
put up with such foul- 
mouthed outbursts from Ted 
Bates. 

Hendo has printed 400 
copies of From the Sidelines, 
available at £9.99 each. 


Journalist Ian lifts the lid on a long career 

All in a day’s work! 
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ITCHEN LADIES: Back Row, left to right: Leanne Taylor, Ellie Harrington, 
Meg Fox, Nikki Keen, Zoe Saunders, Robyn McGreggor. Front: Beckah 
Tonks, Ellie Kirby, Meg Richmond, Georgina Axton, Chloe Dark. 


Super Seven 
warm-up for 


ITCHEN Colleges’ ladies foot¬ 
ball team prepared for next 
Wednesday’s British Colleges 
National semi-final tie against 
South West champions Exeter 
College in the best possible 
way by winning Hampshire 
FA’s Super Seven tournament. 

Itchen were without some 
key players who were away on 
international duty, but turned 
on the style to win their group 
by winning all three of their 
matches, against 

Farnborough, Richard 

Taunton and Queen Mary’s 
College. 

Their semi-final was a tighter 


affair, with Itchen needing 
penalties to overcome a strong 
Portsmouth College squad, 
after Meg Fox’s effort was 
deemed not to have crossed the 
line after crashing off the 
crossbar. 

Itchen’s most impressive per¬ 
formance came in the final 
itself. An excellent display of 
crisp, passing football, togeth¬ 
er with some outstanding 
shooting from distance, led to a 
comfortable 4-0 win over 
Sparsholt. 

In the absence of a recognised 
goalkeeper, the gloves were 
passed around like a hot potato 


title a 
Itchen 

during the afternoon. 

Nikki Keen, Zoe Saunders 
and Beckah Tonks were out¬ 
standing at the back, while Fox 
caused mayhem at the other 
end, finishing as the tourna¬ 
ment’s top scorer. 

Wednesday’s national semi¬ 
final tie against Exeter College 
will be played at Southampton 
Solent University’s Test Park 
at 2pm. 

The prize for the winners will 
be a trip to the FA’s impressive 
St George’s Park complex in 
Burton on Trent for the final, 
to be played on Tuesday April 
29. 


WINCHESTER EDGE 

OUT SAINTS IN CUP 


A GREAT day for Winchester 
Flyers girls football as the U16s 
beat Saints 2-1 in the 
Hampshire Cup final - a score¬ 
line that could and should have 
been higher. 

After an even start to the game 
Saints had one of there only two 
shots on goal saved well by Ffion 
Eade in the Winchester goal. 

Then Winchester took control 
catching Saints defence out with the 
pace of Beth Norman and Hollie 
Agombar. 

On the 16th minute a through ball 
from Sophie Young set Agombar 
free and she smashed the ball into 
the back of the net. 

Flyers should have gone two up 
when Norman broke free, only to 
put the ball wide. 

But the second wasn’t long in com¬ 
ing and, on the stroke of half-time, a 
great run from Agombar beating the 
Saints defence and she hit an 
unstoppable shot into the bottom 
corner. 

Flyers expected an onslaught from 
Saints in the second half, but it 
never materialised. 

In fact, it was Winchester who cre¬ 
ated more chances. 

Firstly more great work and a 



Cup Winners 
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ALL 

SMILES: 

Winchester 
City Flyers 
Youth under- 
16s are pic¬ 
tured after 
defeating 
Southampto 
n Saints Girls 
& Ladies 
under-16s 2- 
1 in the 
Hampshire 
Girls Cup. 


cross from Agombar that Norman 
could only head over, then a ball 
from Hannah Chaffey set Norman 
free but the Southampton keeper 
saved well. The game should have 


been convincingly over by now, but 
Saints got a lifeline with a hit and 
hope effort which caught Eade out to 
make it 2-1. 

Game on, but Plamena Zhekova, 


Payton Howard, Gemma Dunn, 
Lauren Hill and Bryony Morrell 
stood strong in defence and stopped 
anything Saints had. 

Winchester did get more chances 


as Saints pushed looking for an 
equaliser - Camilla Dodson, after 
coming on as sub, going closest - but 
Flyers were not to be denied and 
they deservedly won the cup. 


THE PINK & DAILY ECHO: BEST FOR YOUTH SPORT 
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Boys closing in 
on league title 



ALL CONQUERING: Southampton Under-15 Boys, who are on course to land the Hampshire Schools 
league title. They are, back row left to right: Jack Wilson, Sam Woodward, James Parker-Trott, Kieran 
Winman, Matthew Brewer, Tyler Cordner, Liam Attrill, Harry Harris, Tom Nash, Ollie Dennett. Front row (L-R) 
Josh Raqio, Rian Drake, Dylan Kirkwood, Will Lovell, Owen Fee, Tommy Barnes, Jake Dellimore, Callm 
Croucher. 


SOUTHAMPTON Boys will be all 
but mathematically assured of 
the Hampshire Schools FA 
Charlton Under-15 League title if 
they beat Gosport & Fareham at 
Testwood Sports College on 
Tuesday. 

The city youngsters have won all 
four games so far and a fifth win will 
effectively give them the trophy. 

But Gosport & Fareham have 
enjoyed a fantastic season, having 
earlier reached the quarter-finals of 
the English Schools’ Under-15 
Trophy, a remarkable achievement 
for one of the smallest associations 
in the country. 

Phil Ward has experienced a trying 
season running the Southampton 
Boys side - principally due to lack of 
action! 

After being knocked out of the 
national competition by Cambridge 
& District - who face Liverpool in a 
two-leg final at the Abbey Stadium 
and then Goodison Park 
Southampton went a whole three 
months without playing a single 
game. 

“I’m not an advocate of winter 
breaks,” Ward says. 

After a long lay off, Southampton 
bounced back with a 2-0 Wright Cup 
win over the Vale of White Horse. 

Having shaken off the disappoint¬ 
ment of the pre-Christmas 
Cambridge defeat, Ward has been 
full of praise for his city squad. 

He said: “I’ve got a very large 
squad and at times have found it 
hard to fit them all in but how they 
have reacted to team selections over 
the season is a credit to them and 


their parents. 

“The lads have been consistent all 
year and the spine of the team have 
excelled. 

“The defence of Tommy Barnes 
and Tyler Cordner are rock-like and 


Jack Wilson in midfield has had his 
best year with the school boys. 

“We have six strikers in the squad 
all fighting for a starting place and 
therefore look dangerous when we 
go forward, with Wildern’s Sam 


Woodward and Harry Harris scoring 
on a regular basis. 

“We have an exciting end to the 
season ahead and, as this is the end 
of a three-year journey, we are deter¬ 
mined to go out with a bang.” 


College eye tournament record 


ITCHEN College go into 
Wednesday afternoon’s 
Hampshire Colleges’ Sixes 
tournament at the 
Southampton Sports Centre 
aiming to equal a pre-war 
record of five successive 
titles. 

The Bitterne-based college 
has won the competition on 
each of the past four occa¬ 
sions, a post-war record in a 
competition that is thought 
to be the oldest small sided 
football tournament in the 


world. 

A run of five consecutive 
tournament wins has been 
achieved only once before in 
the competition’s rich histo¬ 
ry, but that was way back in 
the twenties, when 
Bournemouth Grammar 
School held the cup from 
1924 until 1928. 

Itchen secured a post-war 
record last year when they 
achieved their fourth con¬ 
secutive title. 

Previously Peter Symonds 


College had achieved a 
three-year winning run from 
1994 to 1996. 

Next week’s tournament is 
the 94th in the tournament’s 
history with breaks only for 
the war years and the occa¬ 
sional abandonment due to 
wet weather. 

The first ever tournament 
was won by King Edward VI 
school way back in 1902. 

The tournament has been 
held at the Southampton 
Sports Centre for the past 


50 years, and the format has 
changed very little in that 
time, with full sized goals 
being used on a grass pitch 
that runs the width of a con¬ 
ventional pitch. 

The size of the goals rela¬ 
tive to the playing area 
ensures that plenty of goals 
are scored and very few 
games finish 0-0. 

Steve Perkins, Chairman 
of the Hampshire Colleges 
Football Association, is 
keen to retain the tourna¬ 


ment’s unique character, 
and is proud of the rich his¬ 
tory of the tournament. 

“We have accurate 
records of previous win¬ 
ners, since these are 
recorded on the cup itself, 
but it would be great to 
know a little more about the 
early years of the tourna¬ 
ment, such as where the 
matches were played before 
the Southampton Sports 
Centre opened just after the 
war,” he said. 


Easy win 
for ladies 

SOUTHAMPTON Saints Ladies 
gave a great performance in 
the Southampton Divisional FA 
Cup final defeating Team 
Solent 6-0. 

Saints, who play a couple of 
leagues above Solent, almost 
took the lead in the opening 
few minutes when a headed 
corner just clipped Solent’s 
crossbar. 

But it wasn’t long after that 
warning that Saints took the 
lead when Solent’s keeper 
failed to keep hold of a 
grounded ball and the ball was 
bundled home. 

From then on it was one way 
traffic a Saints added five more 
to clinch the trophy. 

Five-star 
derby win 

SOUTHAMPTON Saints under- 
12s won their local derby with 
Portsmouth Uni under-12s 5-0. 

Beth Turner went close within 
one minute of kick off, after 
Lisa Gilham’s cross, but her 
effort went wide. 

Both teams then had 
chances for the next 20 min¬ 
utes, with Arabella Suttie, 

Grace Jenman and Jennifer 
King coming close on a few 
chances. 

Manisha Kaur and Hannah 
Burroughs were also tested at 
the back a few times by the 
quick Pompey strikers. 

On 25 minutes, Simge Rosz 
was able to convert a short 
corner that ended up at her 
feet then, just before the break, 
Kia Anteney bagged herself 
two, the first directly from a 
great goal kick from Sian 
Bradbeer and the second from 
a simple pass from Grace 
Jenman. 

After the break, Kia Anteney 
claimed her hat-trick after Lisa 
Gilham set her up with a cross 
field pass. 

Simge Rosz then scored her 
second of the game after 
Jennifer King’s great cross. 

Time for 
first final 

HOUNSDOWN School’s suc¬ 
cessful Year 8 soccer young¬ 
sters face Andover’s Harrow 
Way in the first of the 
Hampshire Schools’ FA Cup 
finals at Test Park next Friday 
(April 25), 5pm. 

They have shone in junior 
age-group soccer for the past 
two years, reaching the sixth 
round of the ESFA Under-13 
Cup earlier in the season. 

They have so far beaten 
Bitterne Park 8-2, Portchester 
4-0, Crofton 4-2, Calthorpe 
Park 4-1 and Milton Cross 3-1. 

Harrow Way’s successes 
included wins over Robert 
May’s 1-0, Cowplain 3-1, 
Springfield 6-1 and Upper 
Shirley 2-0. 


MORE YOUTH SPORT ONLINE: WWW.DAILYECHO.CO.UH 
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Book by 
20 April - 
travel until 
,31 July! j 


Gorgeous 

Guernsey 


Ticket Chat 


£FREE 


In the event of there not being a winner, 
a runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Pick up your copy of the 

Daily Echo 

This Saturday 


from 

JUST 


BOOK NOW 


COACH HOLIDAYS - 
LOCAL DEPARTURES 

THIS WEEKS FEATURE TOUR : 

26 Sept: Porto UDouro Valley River Cruise 13 day. . £1699 

10 May: Welsh Coast - Barmouth 8 day.£499 

17 May: Llandudno & Snowdonia 5 day..£349 

17 May: Lake Garda & Venice 9 day.£729 

19 May: Ludlow & The Shropshire Hills 5 day.£369 

19 May: Somerset Coast & Cheddar 5 day... # ^»«*»«^....£269 
19 May: Warners Norton Grange 5 day.£239 

24 May: Bank Holiday Mystery Tour 3 day.£159 

25 May: Northumbria 6 day .. £435 

25 May & 04 Jul: Cotswolds & Nostalgic Steam 5 day.£309 

25 May: Southern Holland - Valkenburg 6 day.£459 

26 May: Peaks & Plains 5 day..£339 

26 May: Ironbridge & the Black Country 5 day.£359 

30 May: Paris City Tour 4 day.... £287 

31 May: Guernsey by Air 8 day.£599 

31 May: Waterways of Scotland 5 day.£459 

01 Jun: Jersey by sea 8 day.. £546 

01 Jun: Bonnie Banks & Bens 6 day.£499 

02 Jun: Yorkshire Railway Journeys 5 day.£389 

02 Jun & 01 Sep : The Cornish Delight 5 day..£309 

02 Jun: Eastbourne & Bluebell Railway 5 day.£349 

06 Jun: Italy - Diano Marina All Inclusive 10 day..£819 

06 Jun: Costa Brava - San Antonio 10 day...£639 

07 Jun: Guernsey by sea 8 day.£542 

07 Jun: Morecambe & the Lakes 8 day.£539 

07 Jun: St Ives 8 day.......„.£554 

07 Jun: Isle of Wight - Sandown 8 day.£569 

08 Jun: Scottish Experience - Dunoon 8 day___£599 

Contact us now for full details 

A W/SEI A Oaktree House 

IVELId Lowford 

Southampton 
S031 8ES 

Tel (023) 80408223 

E-mail : bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
Web: www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


Directory 

dailyecho.co.uk 

and follow the links 

Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 


blue Ian 


A WELCOME DIFFERENCE 


This wonderful value summertime cruise on board MS 
Olympia begins and ends in Rhineland capital Cologne, 
and journeys into the beautiful twists and turns of the 
River Moselle, with calls at some of the river’s impossibly 
pretty wine towns and villages, ancient Roman Trier and 
historic Koblenz. 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel and Channel crossings 

• Six nights’ full board accommodation in a standard lower- 
deck twin-berth cabin (upgrade cabins available for a 
supplement) 

• Scenic Moselle cruise 

• Calls at Traben-Trarbach, Bernkastel-Kues, Trier & Koblenz 

• English commentary 

• On-board evening entertainment 

• The services of a Tour Manager 

@ www.newmarket.travel/ncs16492 

(£) 0843 316 1124 quoting code NCS 

Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. ilABTA 

Calls cost 5p per minute. ‘Subject to availability & may be withdrawn at any time. 1 t,,.,. 


*Terms and conditions apply. Based on flying from Southampton - Guernsey. Book by 20 April 2014 for travel until 31 July 2014, subject to availability. 


Travel Offers Holidays 


The Magical Moselle 

On board MS Olympia 
Departs 23 July 2014 


Card Charges Baggage Charges 

£FREE £FREE 
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EXCLUSIVE TO PANASONIC STORE. 


On selected Viera Televisions. Terms and conditions apply, ask for details 


THE ALL 


<freetime> 


SWIPE & SHARE 

n 





32" ONLY... 39" ONLY... 42" ONLY... 50" ONLY... 

£499 £599 £699 £949 


NEW AS600 RANGE, NOW AVAILABLE. 


AS600 SERIES @SShd 

Viera Full HD Direct LED Television 


™ Enhanced Smart Functionality: Full catch-up services on demand 
™ 100Hz BLB Panel Drive with Dual Core Processor 
™ Freeview HD Tuner / Wireless LAN Built-in / Web Browser 


DMC-TZ60 Lumix 

Lumix Compact Camera 

™ 18.1 mega-pixel MOS sensor 
™ 60x Intelligent Zoom / 30x Leica Optical Zoom 
™ 24mm Wide Angle/WiFi with NFC 
™ Full HD Video Recording 



FREE Panasonic 
8GB SD Card 


ONLY... 




SC-BTT880 

Blu-ray Disc Home Cinema System 



™ Surround Feeling from Above, Around & Behind 
™ Explore Online Entertainment 
™ Reduce Sound Distortion for Pure Brilliant Sound 
™ Smart Home Networking 



DMC-GM1 Lumix 

Lumix Digital Camera 

™ 16 Mega Pixel Live MOS Sensor 
™ Full 1080p video recording / WiFi connectivity 
™ Ultra Compact with lightweight body 
™ Contrast AF Technology for accuracy & speed 



Up to 10 months 0% Interest Free Credit available when you spend over £500 

Panasonic 


88 Above Bar Street, Southampton SOU 7DT 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Tel: 02380 659 111 

STORE 

instore 1 online 1 mobile 

sales@panasoton.co.uk 

www.panasonicstore-southampton.co.uk 
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Cody sets 
his sights 
on first 
team call 


SHOLING Reserves’ Southampton 
Senior Cup goal hero Coby Wilson 
is hoping his performances in the 
competition will thrust him into the 
first team picture at the Silverlake 
Arena. 

The young midfielder scored 
twice in both the semi-final against 
Hamble Club and in the 5-0 thrash¬ 
ing of Hedge End Rangers in the 
final at St Mary’s, one of them 
coming straight from a corner 
kick. 

With the majority of the first team 
watching the youthful reserve side 
at the final, Wilson was all too 
aware that this was the perfect 
opportunity to demonstrate what 
he is capable of. 

“I felt pressure with the first team 
watching,” he said. 

“But I knew 
this was a big 
chance. It’s the 
best moment in 
my career so 
far; hopefully it 
will put me in 
line to make it 
into the first 
team. 

“This will push 
me on and 
make me better 
as a player I’m 
sure.” 

Wilson scored 
the all impor¬ 
tant winner in 
the 3-2 victory 
in the semi-final 
and continued 
where he left 
off in the final. 

After Adrian 
Grijincu’s open¬ 
er, Wilson delivered a superb cor¬ 
ner that curled into Hedge End’s 
six-yard box and bounced into the 
net - it looked as if it may taken a 
deflection, but that wasn’t both¬ 
ering the Boatmen player. 

“I think it was going in anyway 
and they gave it to me so why 
not,” he said about his goal. 

After Cain Prentice added the 
third and Jamie Mansell anoth¬ 
er, the dinky midfield wizard 
confidently finished from the 
edge of the box to complete the 
rout. 

He was over the moon with his 
team’s performance and said: 
“It’s such a good feeling, a won¬ 
derful feeling, hopefully in a 
couple of years I’ll make it into 
the first team set up. 

“What better way than to 
impress like this in front of the 
players that are going to the FA 
Vase final,” he said. 

“It feels good, it feels really 
good.” 



ON TARGET: 

Sholing’s Cody 
Wilson. 

Order: 18328386 



CUP OF JOY: Sholing 


celebrate their 


Southampton 


Saturday Senior Cup 


main pic, and, inset, 


match action from the 


final at St Mary’s 


All pics by Chris Moorhouse. 


18328524 (main pic) 


18328344 (inset bottom), 


18328411 (inset centre), 18328455 


SHOLING Reserves have set 
the bar for their first team 
ahead of the FA Vase final 
by thrashing Hedge 
End Rangers 5-0 in 
the Southampton Senior 
Cup Final at St Mary’s, to 
complete one half of what 
could be a historic haul of 
silverware. 

A dominant display by Dave 
Fear’s second string Boatmen 
saw them romp to a 3-0 lead 
before half-an-hour had been 
played, writes PETER 
HOWARD. 

They continued with some 
more free-flowing attacking 
football by putting two further 
goals past Hedge in the second- 
half. Adrian Grijincu’s opener 


on nine minutes was followed 
by a second soon after as Coby 
Wilson found the net straight 
from a corner for his first. 

The pick of the goals came as 
Cain Prentice, Sholing 
Reserve’s top-scorer, slammed 
an effort, which took a deflec¬ 
tion on the way through into 
the top left of the net from a nar¬ 
row angle. 

Jamie Mansell, Prentice’s 
strike partner, then fired in a 
goal of his own with a powerful 
strike into the roof of the net to 
break Hedge End’s hearts. 

Wilson made it five, complet¬ 
ing his double, with a confident 
finish from the edge of the box 
with 15 minutes left. 

That marks the eighth occa¬ 
sion that a Sholing side have 
won the Southampton Senior 
Cup, and the Boatmen’s first XI 
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will certainly want emulate 
this confident performance 
when they take on West 
Auckland in the FA Vase final 
next month at Wembley. 

Despite the defeat, Hedge 
remained determined through¬ 
out and attempted to push the 
youthful and well organised 
Sholing until the last minute - 
the heroics of ‘keeper Phil 
Kinally restricted the 
Wyvern League title chasers 
from scoring more. 

It was almost disaster for 
Hedge End from kick off as 
Jamie Craven chipped elegant¬ 
ly over their defence with 
Prentice latching on only to lob 
wide. 

Immediately after, the hot- 
form striker was in again but 
Kinally was quick off his line to 
halt the attack. Wilson then 


swung a shot narrowly wide of 
the far post. 

The onslaught continued as 
Prentice headed at Kinally, for 
the already battered stopper to 
palm wide. That was all in the 
space of ten minutes. 

Finally Hedge got a touch of 
the ball and moved it up field, 
that possession saw Bryn 
Schwodler fire a low shot at 
Sholing stopper Matt Renouf. 

The lung-busting opening 
continued as Renouf cleared 
from that attack. The 
Silverlake Arena side picked up 
the ball and midfielder Grijincu 
found space in the box to curl 
with aplomb into the top right 
of the net to make it 1-0. 

And they doubled their lead 
on 15 minutes. Following a 
superb goal-line clearance from 
Hedge’s Matt Alford, as the 


dangerous Prentice nipped 
through once more, the result¬ 
ing corner taken by Wilson was 
delivered accurately across the 
face of goal, taking an awkward 
bounce and into the net. 

That made it 2-0 and meant 
this vibrant and youthful 
Sholing side were already 
cruising to victory. 

Prentice, who didn’t for sec¬ 
ond look out of the place on the 
turf at St Mary’s, linked up 
with Mansell after he had 
jinked into the box past several 
stranded Hedge players. 

He then made a simple pass to 
Prentice who arrowed with his 
left foot, taking a deflection off 
a Hedge defender, and into the 
top left of the goal to make it 3-0 
and create an unassailable lead 
on 22 minutes. 

Richard Bauck’s side finally 


settled, if not a little late, and 
almost got an all-important 
foothold before the break as top 
scorer, with 27 goals in 28 
games in the 

Hampshire Premier League, 
Gavin Cross fired low and hard 
at Renouf, the ‘keeper pushing 
it away for a corner. 

After the restart the game 
started quietly but was soon 
ignited as PJ McLean, a rela¬ 
tion of first-team Vase hero 
Marvin McLean, was forced 
clear off the line from Andy 
Bauck’s shot inside the box. 

Sholing had their fourth as 
Mansell slammed into the roof 
of the net from just inside the 
box just before the hour mark. 

And they had a fifth and final 
goal as Wilson shot confidently 
into the net from the edge of the 
box with 15 minutes left. 





Reserves 
emulating 
first team 

SHOLING first-team’s FA Vase and 
Sydenham Premier Division exploits have 
been emulated by their youthful reserve side. 

The Boatmen second string, managed by 
Dave Fear, are en route to a possible 
quadruple of silverware, joining their first XI 
counterparts in the hunt for a potentially 
huge trophy haul this season at the Silverlake 
Arena. 

While Dave Diaper’s side are heading to 
Wembley for the Vase final against West 
Auckland and sit just three points off the 
summit in the Wessex with five games in 
hand, Fear’s outfit are on a mission of their 
own. 

They’ve just lifted the Southampton Senior 
Cup after thrashing Hedge End Rangers 5-0 
at St Mary’s in the final and are also well in 
contention for the Wyvern League title for a 
third consecutive year, currently three points 
off top with three games in hand over 
Dorchester Town at the summit. 

Fear’s side are in the final of the Wyvern 
Shield and the Wyvern Challenge Cup too, 
where a semi-final against Team Solent sec- 



CUP KINGS: Sholing captain Jamie 
Craven is presented with the 
Southampton Saturday Senior Cup. 

Order: 18328554 

ond XI awaits in the former and Alresford 
Town Reserves in the final of the latter. 

“It’s a great achievement for them,” he 
said about his side’s Southampton Senior 
Cup final victory. 

“This (the Southampton Senior Cup) was 
the big one really, the opportunity of some 
silverware is priceless and we’ve got a few 
more of them coming up.” 

Fear’s side are used to success - they’ve 
won many trophies in recent years - and he 
admits, at times, it is hard to keep them fully 
motivated. 

“It was about getting them up for the 
game,” he said. 

“It is difficult. I would say in some respects 
it was a little bit easier this year. In previous 
seasons we’ve been going really well and 
pretty much won the title (the Wyvern 
League) by this point, so it’s hard to keep 
them motivated and on task. 

“Now we’ve got the challenge of getting 
them motivated for the up coming cup finals 
and for the league run in.” 

But he was immensely proud of his side’s 
achievements after a dominant display 
against Rangers. 

“It was a fantastic performance, I’m very 
pleased,” said Fear. 

“It was won in the first 15 minutes, after 
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BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, 
are now choosing the smart way to have 
new carpets. Never again will you need 
to empty your room of furniture, and take up your 
old carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, if 
you're paying for a job to be done, you shouldn't be 
expected to do more than half the work yourself. It 
would be like eating at a nice restaurant, paying for 
your meal and then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 


repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 
or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and 
off cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put 
back your ornaments and photographs and then 
enjoy your carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

Thank you most sincerely for all the work you carried 
out to a most satisfactory finish, we are delighted 
with the overall conclusion of all rooms completed. 
Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 


Just one thing for you to do now 

Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned 
letter is all that it takes, to arrange a free home 
visit for you to choose from over 997 carpets and 
vinyls, from 11 top manufacturers, always in stock 
whichever carpet you need for your home they 
have a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally rid yourself 
of your old carpets that you've been thinking of 
changing for years and do it the stress-less way, 
and for the same price as fitting in an empty room. 
With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 400 feedbacks checkatrade.eom 

Where reputation matter? 





At the Novotel Southampton 

Friday 27 th June 


W for 19.31 


2 Course 


£2£)\00 PER PERSOi 


For a GREAT DEAL call 


Novotel 


a full evening at motown tracks and sbul 


Live Tribute Bund Entertuimment 
~ Disco M 


Contact our Evenfc Team on 02*380233113 


accor.com to book. 


emai 


Composite Doors 

ANY STYLE, SIZE, 


im IW m ];li m HI 




A 


3 A Rated double 
glazed windows 

6 A Rated double 
glazed windows 


3 Triple glazed 
windows 


6 Triple glazed 
windows 


0800 652 4576 ■ 07838 361455 

Mobile evenings and weekends 

o Checkatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 


GS WINDOWS SUPERMARKET 



Home Choose Carpets 

The Southampton Carpet Specialist 

100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from In the comfort of your own Home 

Fantastic selection of plains, tonar, tweed and patterned carpets ■ latest designs 

in wood and tile vinyl flooring 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES • FREE DELIVERY • FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 | Freephone 0800 0387722 
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Travel Offer 


THE DAILY ECHO 


The 2014 
Tour de 
France - in 
Paris 

See the finish 
on the Champs 
Elysees! 

Departs 
25 Jul 2014 

from £195 .00 

WWW. 

newmarket. 

travel/ncs 

or call 0843 
316 1124 

quoting code NCS 


L 


Newmarket 

Holidays 


Newmarket Promotions Ltd. 
ABTAV787X. Calls cost4p 
per minute. 

#ABTA 


Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 


hi 




VISA 




A creative and 
fun singing, 
movement and 
drama class 
for babies and 
toddlers! 

Please visit our Website, 
Facebook and Twitter page 
www.chucklechunes.co.uk 
Email: 

chucklechunes@googlemail.com 

Tel: 07947 568 488 



COACH HOLIDAYS 
LOCAL DEPARTURES 


SUMMER SPECIALS 

06 Jul & 17 Aug : Coronation Street “The Tour” 2 day.£99 

07 Jul: Isle of Wight 5 day.£229 

07 Jul: North Wales “Rhyl” 5 day.£179 

14 Jul: Blackpool 5 day.£159 

22 Jul: Liverpool WW1 Commemorative event 4 day.£249 

28 Jul: Folkestone & Boulogne 5 day.£209 

04 Aug : Chester & The Peak District 5 day.£209 

04 Aug : Great Yarmouth & The Broads 5 days.£211 

10 Aug : Brighton 2 day.£97 

11 Aug : Torquay at Leisure 5 day.£139 

25 Aug : Scarborough & Heartbeat 5 day.£229 


Contact us now for further details 
and for your free brochure with 
our full range of tours. 

Tel (023) 80408223 

E-mail: bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
Web: www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


* PolarPlastics 


PVC-u SPECIALISTS for: 





• Windows • Doors 

• Conservatories • Fascias 

• Cladding • Gutters 
Glass units • Window repairs 


• NO HARD SELL FAMILY BUSINESS 
) YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANI 


OPEN 6 DAYS-A-WEEK 
Mon to Sat 

Telephone 
023 8089 9611 

www.polarplastics.co.uk 
email: sales@polarplastics.co.uk 

10 Holbury Precinct, 

Holbury Drove, Holbury, | fensa 1 

Southampton 



M UXSERF ES 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

• Planted Tubs & Baskets 

• A selection of perennials, 

Potted Roses & Spring Bedding 

• Medina Gift Vouchers Available 

• Large Potted Zonal Geraniums 
Ready Now 

Now Taking in Baskets for 
Summer Refills 

Early Pick & Mix Specials 

^PEN EASTER WEEKEND! 
The best quality and selection 
you will see locally 

46 BROOK LANE, 
WARSASH S031 9FG 

Tel: 01489 584476 

www.medinanurseries.co.uk 


...as a bee to make your 
holiday home work harder 
For you! 

The UK's favourite holiday 
letting agency 
Personal support from a 
specialist Regional Manager 
Clear commission rates 
FREE photography and 
professional copywriting 
FREE grading and regular 
business review 
Expert yield management 
of vour income 


Call our Property Recruitment team on 0845 268 0673 
Email letmycottage@wynvr.co.uk 
or visit www.letmycottage.co.uk 


cottages^cw. 


Looking for news 
from your area? 

dailyecho.co.uk/ 

eastleigh BaUyEdio 


caSh4ciQThes 

Convert your 
unwanted clothes 
to cash instantly 

55p/kg, 
£5.50/1 Okg 

300 Shirley Road, 
Southampton, 
Hampshire S015 3HL 

Opening times 

is Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, 

Sat 9am-1 pm 

www.cash4clothes.me.uk 

Tel: 0173 777 2052 

castMCLOThes 


BOTLEY 

BATHROOM CENTRE 

50 % 


TAPS (in - store only, 
while stocks last) 



The Malt House, Church 
Lane, Botley, Hampshire 

Tel: 01489 786272 

Email: admin@bath-etc.co.uk 
www.baths-etc.co.uk 



H c 

/.v 8065 IliroL 
Xf 8065 1010 

K9 HAPPY CABS fcJ 
DO NOT DRINK 

AND DRIVE 

BE SAFE. 

Call the Eastleigh 
Cab Company 

02380 651111 


Perform at The Ageas Bowl 

An elite Sports Medicine Centre, open to the public, located within 
the grounds of Hampshire Cricket, offering: 


The ageas Bowl 

Per orm 

Sports Me< 

icine Centre 


• Physiotherapy 

• Sports Massage Therapy 

• Sports Injury Rehabilitation 


• Acupuncture 

• Podiatry & Chiropody 

• Sports Doctor Consultation 


Contact us: 

02380 475637 

ageasbowl.com/perform 
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QUOTES 

OF THE WEEK 

“That’s the longest 90 minutes I’ve 
probably ever played in. It felt like the 
clock was going backwards in some 
parts of that game” - Steven Gerrard 
reflects on the 3-2 win over 
Manchester City which moved the 
Reds a step closer to lifting the 
Barclays Premier League title. 

“It is not the end of the Premier 
League. The most important thing 
today is now it is not dependent what 
we do in the future” - Manager 
Manuel Pellegrini knows defeat 
means his City side no longer have 
the destiny of the trophy in their 
own hands. 

“I didn’t say much at half-time. My 
captain did it all. I just had a cup of 
tea and let him get on with it” - Hull 

boss Steve Bruce let skipper Curtis 
Davies do all the shouting, a move 
which saw the Tigers come from 
behind to beat Sheffield United and 
reach their first ever FA Cup final. 

“It is important that mentally we didn’t 
go out. You could imagine the conse¬ 
quences of going out, it is quite wor¬ 
rying” - Arsene Wenger was a 
relieved man after his Arsenal side 
edged past Championship club 
Wigan on penalties in the FA Cup 
semis. 

“One more cut does not do anything 
to this tiger” - Atletico Madrid coach 
Diego Simeone says smashing into 
a post will not harm Diego Costa. 



“I will be back, 100 per cent. I’m not 
going to finish on a down. I wanted to 
give it a try. London is my city - this is 
where I grew up. It would have been 
wrong for me to do any other 
marathon” - Mo Farah, pictured 
above, vows to bounce back 
stronger after finishing eighth on 
his first marathon experience. 

“I don’t remember the last few holes, I 
just remember hanging on, making 
pars. Somehow I did and walking up 
18 was a little easier this time” - a 

teary Bubba Watson struggles to 
remember his Masters win. 

“I know, I don’t have to tell you, 
Everton are with you, you know that. 
The authorities took on the wrong city 
if they thought they were going to get 
away with it” - Everton manager 
Roberto Martinez adds his support 
to the ‘Justice for the 96’ campaign 
at a special event to mark the 25th 
anniversary of the Hillsborough 
tragedy. 

“I feel very humble to be in your com¬ 
pany. You are the real inspiration for 
us. Your courage, fortitude, resilience 
and love for the people you lost, it’s 
what inspires me, every day, as the 
manager of Liverpool Football Club” - 
Brendan Rodgers speaking at the 
same Hillsborough memorial ser¬ 
vice, which was held at Anfield. 
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New Forest tom football dub set to appear in a 




LINING UP: The Turkish TV documentary crew with some of Fordingbridge’s under-9 players. Order no: 18298663 



FORDINGBRIDGE GREAT: 

Frank Jefferis. 


Gordon Simpson 

gor don. simpson@dailyecho .co.uk 

SPORTS REPORTER J 


THE oldest football club in 
Hampshire will soon have 
their story broadcast to 
around 250 million Turkish 
people worldwide. 

Fordingbridge Turks FC, who 
play in the Bournemouth Saturday 
League, date back to 1868 - making 
them one of the oldest 50 football 
clubs on the planet. 

The ‘Turks’ part of their name 
was believed to have been added 
almost a decade later. 

The months from July to 
December 1877 are memorable for 
extraordinary Turkish bravery 
during a five month seige of Plevna 
during the Russian-Turkish War. 

The name ‘Turks’ as part of the 
Fordingbridge club title is said to 
derive from Turkish courage in 
battle, as typiced by the heroic 
resistance against overwhelming 
odds at Plevna. 

As a result, a three-strong docu¬ 
mentary crew flew over from 
Turkey to the edge of the New 
Forest to spotlight the current 
Fordingbridge club and learn 
something of its history. 

TIF Productions, based in the 



PLAYING UP TO THE CAMERA: Fordingbridge under-9 play¬ 
ers make sure they get in on the filming. Order no: 18298646 


Turkish capital of Ankara, shoot 
travel, history and documentary 
programmes all over the world. 

„ The programme ‘Turklerin 
Yzinde’ - which Fordingbridge will 
be aired on - has previously fea¬ 
tured documentaries filmed in 
Holland, Belgium, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, Austria and France. 

The programme will be shown on 
Turkish Public TV (TRT Turk), the 
only channel that broadcasts in 


Turkish in lots of countries. 

TRT Turk has 30 offices world¬ 
wide and nine satellites, broadcast¬ 
ing through cablecast to more than 
250 million Turkish people. 

TIF producer Cansin Eren got the 
ball rolling by emailing his compa¬ 
ny’s interest in Fordingbridge to 
the Southern Daily Echo. 

From there, presenter Minay 
Oktem, director Koray Polat and 
cameraman Abdurrahim Ayaz 
Bilgic arrived at the Recreation 
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major worldwide ft irkish television programme 


250m TV VIEWERS 



trainer at Millwall. 

He also made two appearances for 
England in Home Internationals 
against Wales and Scotland in 1912. 

Since the turn of this year, 
Fordingbridge Turks have officially 
merged with the Fordingbridge 
Town Youth FC that began back in 
the 1990s. 

The hope is that the club’s most 
promising players will go on to play 
adult football for the Turks, rather 
than leave and play for neighbour¬ 
ing clubs such as Rockbourne, 
Damerham or Alderholt. 

Penton added: “I am amazed at the 
interest shown in the club by the 
Turkish community. “Eighty per 
cent of the people following our 
Twitter feed are Turkish. 

“Now we have joined up with 
Fordingbridge Town we have a pool 
of 240 youngsters to train up and so 
build a really strong team. 

“The interest from Turkey is fan¬ 
tastic at a time when the club is 
really set to step up a gear and go 
places.” 

Back in 1993, the Turks celebrated 
their 125th anniversary with a 
home friendly against Saints. 

The club’s first team took the 
Turks and won 13-1 in front of a 
couple of thousand spectators at the 
Recreation Ground, Matt Le Tissier 
having a spell in goal and regular 
keeper Tim Flowers playing out¬ 
field and scoring a spectacular div¬ 
ing header. 

The Turks are planning to invite 
Saints back to the town in four 
years time to celebrate their 150th 
anniversay. 


Order no:18298697 


Ground in Fordingbridge to meet 
current Fordingbridge Turks 
Youth chairman Mike Penton and 
his fellow under-9 team manager 
Chris Garvey. 

The under-9s’ training session 
was filmed by the crew before they 
moved onto Fordingbridge muse¬ 
um, who have a current exhibition 
on the Turks’ background. 

Included in the exhibits is a repli¬ 
ca of the Basingstoke Cup, believed 
to be the oldest football trophy in 


Britain and won outright by 
Fordingbridge in the 19th century. 

There is also a plate presented to 
the Turks by the Turkish Football 
Federation. 

Penton said: “The expression 
‘Brave as a Turk’ was quite a well- 
used one in Victorian times. “The 
club chose the name Turk because 
it summed up their fighting spirit. 

“They were three times the win¬ 
ner of the Basingstoke Cup in the 
late 1800s. 


“This was a great achievement 
because the cup was the equivalent 
of the FA Cup in those days.” 

Fordingbridge’s most famous 
player was Frank Jefferis, who was 
born in 1884. 

At the age of 21, he signed for 
Saints for the princely sum of 
£5.Jefferis went on to make 170 
league appearances for Saintsm 
scoring 48 goals. 

He later played for Everton, 
Preston and Southport and was a 


CENTRE OF 
ATTENTION: 

Fordingbridge pair 
Mike Penton, cen¬ 
tre left, and Chris 
Garvey are inter¬ 
viewed by Turkish 
TV. 

Order no:18298640 

MUSUEM PIECE: 

Julian Hewitt and 
Phillipa Duckworth 
of Fordingbridge 
Musuem, left, with 
a replica of the 
Basingstoke Cup. 


MORE YOUTH FOOTBALL ONLINE: WWW.DAILYECH0.C0.UH 


Ex-Saint in 
dreamland 
after cup 
final win 

GARETH Bale revelled in a ‘dream 
come true’ after his moment of magic 
won the Copa del Rey for Real Madrid 
on Wednesday. 

The ex-Saint - in his debut season for 
the club after his world record move 
from Tottenham - scored the winner 
with seven minutes left as Barcelona 
were beaten 2-1 in Valencia. 

Bale has been an impressive per¬ 
former for Real this season but had 
drawn some criticism for failing to 
score in their league games against old 
rivals Barca. He put that right in some 
style. 

He took the ball in his own half close 
to the touchline, pushed it ahead of 
Marc Bartra and sprinted after it. 
Bartra’s position meant Bale had to 
leave the field by some distance before 
returning ahead of the defender, col¬ 
lecting the ball, bringing it inside on his 
right foot and then slotting underneath 
Pinto with his left. 

“It’s a dream come true, not just 
because I scored but because of the 
work of the whole team,” Bale told 
Real’s official website. 

“It was really special. We’ve won the 
first of the three available titles and we 
have to keep fighting for everything. 

But now we have to be thinking about 
the next game and nothing else”. 

“This win is for all the fans and we 
hope that it will be the first of many to 
come. Thank you all for your support 
during the 
season. We 
have 
worked 
hard as a 
team.” 

Bale, pic¬ 
tured, drew 
Madrid’s 
attention 
while at 
Tottenham 
after pro¬ 
ducing 
stunning 
goal after 
stunning 
goal. He 

has scored some memorable ones dur¬ 
ing his first season in Spain too, but 
none more so than the one to win his 
first senior trophy. 

“I had to sprint, Bartra pushed me 
and tried to block my path but wasn’t 
able to,” he added. 

“I had to go around him. It was great 
to score the goal but even better to win 
the match and pick up a title for Real 
Madrid. 

“The atmosphere was fantastic. It has 
been a perfect night. I’m delighted to 
have won my first title with Madrid. I 
think we could go on to win even more 
this season.” 

Bale was joined in the on-field cele¬ 
brations by Cristiano Ronaldo, ruled out 
of the clash through injury. 

It was initially suggested that coach 
Carlo Ancelotti would struggle to marry 
the Ballon D’Or winner and Bale 
together, but that has not been an 
issue, and a suited Ronaldo grabbed 
Bale in amongst Real’s hysteria. 

“We have to enjoy this,” he said. 

“The team was great, they knew how 
to dig in and deserved to win because 
they created more chances. I’m very 
happy. It is the first trophy of the sea¬ 
son but we will keep on fighting for the 
other two. 

“The manager also deserves congrat¬ 
ulations because he picked a good 
team. We have to enjoy today. It was a 
massive effort to get to the final and 
beating Barcelona makes it even more 
special.” 
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Coronati 
Street To 


£40.00 


~ 17 September 

Guernsey 
Day Trip 


.only orders 


GRAHAM RUSSELL 

DRUMS SR 

5 Axis Park, Newgate Lane 
Fareham, P014 1FD 
01329 834012 


Denture wearers! 

Afraid to smile? 


Michael - After 


Become a Changing Faces® patient and 
experience a premium denture service. 
Call 02380 070178 


5000 SQ FT SHOWROOM 
OVER 40 KITS & 100 SNARE DRUMS IN STOCK 
PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
FREE PARKING 

www.grahamrusselldrums.com 


Call or book online now 

023 8047 2377 


A All excursions subject to availability 


EXTRA-WIDE FITTING 


FOOTWEAR SPECIALIST 
SALE NOW ON 


CF 

Changing Faces®Denture Clinic 

www.changingfacesdentures.co.uk 

Hampshire House, 169a High Street, Southampton SOM 2BY 

Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician GDC No: 108662 


06 Buurton-on-thu-Walar & Moreton-in-the-Marsh 


£24.00 


08 Weymouth 


£ 20.00 


09 Sheptun Mallet Antiques & Collector's Fair 


£27.50 


10 Ostend via Eurotunnel 


£40.00 


11 Wlsley Gardens (Coach Fare Only) 


£20.00 


14 Clarks Village Shopping Outlet. Street 


£20.00 


16 Wiltshire Tour A Devl70$ 


f.20.00 


17 Lille via Eurotunnel 


£40.00 


18 Stratford upon Avon 


£23.00 


22 & 23 Chelsea Flower Show (Coach Fare Only ) 


£22.00 


24 Tewkesbury Market 


£24.00 


25 Bruges via Eurotunnel 


£40.00 


I 25 Wye Valley Circular Tour 

26 Ruyal Botanical Gardens. Kew 


£22.00 


£ 20.00 


28 London - dropping off at Park Lane & Kensington Palace 


£20.00 


30 Bletchlcy Park Station X 


£36.00 


• Life like precision complete 
& partial dentures 

• Implant assisted dentures 
that offer comfort and stability 

• 0% finance available 
(terms apply) 

• Free mini consultations 


“The results are 
truly fantastic” 
Diane 


05 Longleat Safari & Adventure Park 


Titchfield Showroom: 

Units 6 / 6a The Tanneries, East Street. 
Titchfield. Fareham P011 TAR 

Tel: 01329 843 636 

www.swansystems.co.uk 


West End Showroom: 

15-19 Swaythling Road, West End. 
Southampton SO30 3AG 

Tel: 02380 465 485 
email: info@swansystem8.co.uk 


Great days out! 

MAY 0 4 Mapledurham Craft Fair & Cruise 





Swan Systems Furr 

liture | 




U|JLU 

20 % 

All Fitted Bedroom Furniture 

UNTIL THE END OF MAY 2014 






LADIES 


MENS 


Increasing 
toe depth 


Increasing tread width 


< ^^0 Josef Seibel SUAVe 

% 


neker 

Van Dal SAfePS* 

STEPHAN SHOES 

Sandpiper fitting centre Tel: 02380 554437 

184 Portswood RD, Southampton S017 2NJ 

(100 yards from Sainsbury’s superstore, bottom of Highfield lane) 


Home Choose Carpets 

111 ^^ 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100 # s of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING ' FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


Order your DaU^Echo . , 

Photograph 


Get your own high quality prints of any photo 
you have seen in the Daily Echo delivered 
straight to your door. Go to dailyecho.co.uk/ 
photosales to order your prints now. 

Fantastic novelty items are also available including 
calendars, framed prints, mugs and canvas prints. 
These can all be ordered at: 

dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 

Customise your print when you order online. 

* Only pictures taken by Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 


ORDERING YOUR 
PHOTO IS EASY 




At dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 
Customise your print when you 
order online. 



Photo order form 


Date of paper.. 


Ref Number (found under photo)... 

Quantity 


Prints 

7x5 

8x6 

10x8 

12x8 


£11.20 
£12.20 
£1 2.20 
£14.15 


Gifts Quantity 

3 Keyrings (sm) £9.45 . 

Mousemat £14.00 . 

Mug £12.95 . 


Visit dailyecho.co.uk/photosales for more ideas. 

Prices include p&p and VAT. Larger sizes are available on request. 

I enclose £. 

Name. 

Address. 

. Postcode. 

Tel No. Email. 


Please make your cheques payable to NEWSQUEST (Southern). Only pictures taken by 
Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 


Post: Completed order form 

to one of our Daily Echo offices 


Test Lane, Redbridge, SOI 6 9JX 
5 Upper Brook Street, Winchester, S023 8AL 
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Why not visit Julie and her team who 
will prepare you good old tasty 

FISH & CHIPS! 

Open Lunchtimes 
11.30-2pm (excluding Mondays) 
Evenings Mon - Sat 5-9pm. 


BOOK NOW! 

01489 787700 

Earlybird Price £ 5 $ only£49.95 
INCLUDES 4-COURSE DINNER 

APPEARING LIVE! AT 

Botleigh Grange hotel 


Friday 2nd May 2014 


A BREATH TAKING SHOW THAT 
FAITHFULLY RECREATES THE ENERGY, 
EXCITEMENT AND EMOTION OF 
A CLASSIC QUEEN CONCERT! 

Tjj] B OTLEIGH GRANGE l 

“5*1 HOTEL & SPA 



3 Viney Avenue, Romsey S051 7NR 

01794 512026 


WWW.BOTLEIGHGRANGEHOTEL.NET 



SUNDAY 
CLASS 
1 st CLASS! 




2 course £14.95 

3 course £17.95 

Children (aged 5-14yrs) 1 
2 courses £10.95 


Served between 12pm - 4pm. 
Booking advisable. 

Call 01489 787700 

visit www.botleighgrangehotel.net 



BOTLEIGH GRANGE 

HOTEL & SPA 



The Botleigh Grange Hotel & Spa 
Grange Road, Hedge End, Southampton, 
Hampshire. S030 2GA 



"Talent ID Invitational" 
Sunday 27th April 2014 ^ 

11.30am -1.30pm at 

Toynbee School, C 


To trial please ring 02380 682409 
or email info@elitefootball.co.uk 


www.elitefootball.co.uk 


Elite Football is a high performance 
training academy. We bridge the gap 
between grass roots and professional 
academy football. 


Our philosophy is to develop each 
individual both as a player and as a 
person. Elite achieve this through: 


■ Specialised youth Coaches with 
expertise and experience of ^ 
developing players from 7-13-jjp^ 

■ Psychology training i.e. 
confidence, concentrati$ 

■ Movement literacy i.e. AM&L _ 

balance, coordination 

i 

Physiotherapy assessm emfllmTUVidria I 
programmes provided to reduce 
chances of injury. 


Elite Football 


2014 


‘Developing more than just the elite footballer. ’ 


We participate at the 

.GOTHIA 

The World 
VUr Youth Cup 


Looking for news 
from your area? 


THE WINCHESTER ROYAL 
HOTEL WINCHESTER 

wedding 
open days 

& all-inclusive 
packages 



The Royal Hotel in Winchester is the City’s 
only hotel with such historic character. 

Recently totally refurbished, yet retaining it’s 
16th century classic beauty with a modern 
thread the hotel is steeped in history and is in a 
unique location, nestled around it’s own Secret 
Garden providing the perfect backdrop to your 
photographs allowing us to make your special 
day memorable for the rest of you lives. 

Make an appointment to meet our experienced 
wedding co-ordinator to discuss your individual 
thoughts and see what a range of facilities we 
have to help make your day simply perfect. 


bridal open days 2013/14 

Thursday 24th April 
Sunday 11th May 
Thursday 29th May 
Sunday 8th June 
Thursday 19th June 
Thursday 10th July 
Sunday 27th July 
Thursday 7th August 
Sunday 24th August 



For further information contact our Wedding Planner 

Telephone: 01962 840 840 • Email: events@winchesterroyal.com 


► 01481 235666 or email book@fermainvalley.com 



Visit the enchanting island of Guernsey and stay at Fermain Valley Hotel. 

Book a three night break including return flights from Southampton and receive 
a complimentaiy dinner on one night from £279 per person. For the best value, 
flight inclusive Guernsey breaks contact our reservations team on 01481 z 3 $ 666 . 


dailyecho.co.uk/ 

Southampton 




www.fermainvalley. com 

*based two people sharing a silver venue room 





eA^vuzc^i/ 

HOTEL GUERNSEY 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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Good Friday Results ■ Scottish Premiership 


SkyBet Championship 

Blackburn. 

HT 0-0 

....0 Yeovil. 

.0 

Att 14,353 

Blackpool. 

HT 0-0 

....0 Burnley. 

.1 

Kightly 49 
Att 16,098 

CHERRIES. 

....2 Sheff Wed .. 

.4 

Pugh 31 

Nuhiu 16, 

Hutchinson 34 

Kermorgant 57 

HT 1-2 

Best 86, Maguire 90 
Att 10,864 

Charlton. 

HT 0-0 

... 0 Bolton. 

.0 

Att 15,773 

Doncaster. 

HT 0-1 

... 0 Derby Cty.2 

Thorne 45, Martin 80 
Att 11,405 

Huddersfld. 

Norwood 6 

HT 1-0 

....1 Brighton. 

.1 

Saltor 83 
Att 13,460 

Wigan.3 Reading. 

Gomez 30, Waghorn 42 

McManaman 51 

HT 2-0 

.0 

Att 14,609 

SkyBet League One 


Bradford . 

Reach 26 

HT 1-0 

Brentford. 

.1 

.1 

Peterboro.0 

Att 13,820 

Preston 0 

Judge 30 pen 




HT 1-0 


Att 10,774 

Carlisle. 

.1 

Walsall. 

. 1 

Noble 13 



Ngoo 82 

HT 1-0 



Att 4,389 

Colchester. 

.0 

Oldham. 

.1 




Brown 45 

HT 0-1 



Att 4,252 

Coventry. 

.1 

Swindon. 

.2 

Fleck 43 


Pritchard 8, Smith 90 

HT 1-1 



Att 3,091 

Crawley. 

.2 

Leyton O. 

.1 

Edwards 26 


Dagnall 40 

Drury 70 




HT 1-1 



Att 4,387 

Gillingham. 

.2 

Tranmere. 

.0 

Dack 78 




McDonald 90 




HT 0-0 



Att 7,343 

Port Vale. 

.1 

M K Dons. 

.0 

Hugill 48 




HT 0-0 



Att 5,074 

Sheff Utd. 

.1 

Stevenage. 

.0 

Mousinho 10 og 




HT 1-0 


Att 17,629 

Shrewsbry. 

.1 

Crewe. 

.3 

Bradshaw 90 



Pogba 38 



Ikpeazu 51 




Grant 89 

HT 0-1 



Att 6,947 

Wolves. 

.6 

Rotherham. 

.4 

Dicko 21,34,80 


Agard 14,61,88 

Edwards 38 



Skarz 84 

Ricketts 90 




McDonald 90 




HT 3-1 


Att 30,110 

Bristol C. 

.2 

Notts Cnty. 

.1 

Baldock 13,87 



Hollis 29 

HT 1-1 


Att 13,427 


HOME AWAY 



p 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A 

Pt 

Wolves 

43 16 

4 

2 45 15 13 

5 

3 37 14 96 

Brentford 

43 18 

J 

3 42 17 

9 

8 

4 25 20 90 

Leyton O 

43 12 

3 

6 40 20 11 

8 

3 39 21 

80 

Rotherham 

43 

9 

9 

3 41 28 13 

4 

5 40 27 79 

Preston 

43 10 

9 

2 36 23 11 

7 

4 27 18 79 

Peterboro 

43 13 

2 

6 30 20 

8_ 

2 12 34 35 67 

Swindon 

43 

13 

3 

5 38 25 

5 

6 

11 23 30 

63 

Port Vale 

43 

13 

3 

6 34 28 

5 

3 

13 24 42 

60 

Sheff Utd 

42 

11 

7 

4 29 17 

5 

4 

11 14 26 

59 

M K Dons 

43 

8 

4 

9 26 25 

9 

3 

10 32 33 

58 

Walsall 

43 

7 

6 

8 20 26 

7 

9 

6 26 18 

57 

Crawley 

42 

10 

5 

6 23 22 

4 

8 

9 23 28 

55 

Bradford 

43 

7 

9 

6 33 26 

5 

8 

8 20 25 

53 

Bristol C 

43 

7 

9 

6 34 28 

5 

8 

8 32 37 

53 

Gillingham 

43 

10 

4 

8 34 30 

5 

2 

14 23 44 

51 

Oldham 

42 

7 

5 

8 21 26 

6 

6 

10 26 31 

50 

Coventry 

43 

9 

7 

6 40 38 

7 

4 

10 32 36 

49 

Colchester 

43 

7 

5 10 25 28 

4 

8 

9 23 32 

46 

Tranmere 

43 

6 

7 

8 29 37 

6 

3 

13 22 38 

46 

Crewe 

43 

6 

6 

9 24 33 

6 

4 

12 28 46 

46 

Carlisle 

42 

8 

6 

8 27 31 

3 

5 12 15 37 44 

Notts Cnty 

43 10 

2 

9 37 28 

3 

2 17 23 48 43 

Shrewsbry 

43 

6 

7 

9 20 24 

3 

7 11 19 31 

41 

Stevenage 

43 

6 

5 10 25 29 

4 

4 14 17 36 39 

^Coventry deducted 10 points 





1 SkyBet League Two | 


AFC Wimbledn.. 2 Newport County.2 

Acc Stanley.1 Mansfield.1 

Bury.4 Plymouth.0 

Cheltnham.1 Fleetwood Town.2 

Chesterfld.1 Exeter.1 

Morecambe.1 Scunthorpe.1 

Oxford Utd.0 York.1 

Rochdale.0 Southend.3 

Torquay.0 Dagenham.1 

Wycombe.1 Northmptn.1 


Inverness CT.0 Aberdeen.0 


The Skrill Premier 


Aldershot.3 

B Williams 16,23 pen 
Oastler 48 
HT 2-2 

Alfreton Town. .. 3 
Braintree Town.. 1 

Gateshead.2 

Hyde.1 

Lincoln City.1 

Tamworth.1 


SALISBURY.2 

Brett 27 

Sheringham 33 

Att 2,485 

Grimsby.3 

Dartf ord.0 

Southport.2 

Kiddrmnstr.3 

Cambridge.0 

Hereford.0 


The Skrill South 


EASTLEIGH.2 

Odubade 66 
Wright 79 
HT 0-0 

Ebbsfleet Utd.... 1 
Weston-S-Mare. 1 


BASINGSTKE.1 

Enver-Marum 90 
Att 1,505 

Eastbourne B.0 

Havant and W.1 


Saturday Results 
Barclays Premier League 


A. Villa.0 SAINTS.0 


HT 0-0 






Att 35,134 

Cardiff 



1 

Stoke... 


.1 

Whittingham 51 pen 



Amautovic 45 pen 

HT 0-1 






Att 27,686 

Chelsea... 



L 

Sunderlnd 

1.L 

HT L-L 







Newcastle. 


1 

Swansea.. 

.2 

Ameobi 23 






Bony 45,90 pen 

HT 1-1 






Att 51,057 

Spurs. 



3 

Fulham 


.1 

Paulinho 35 






Si dwell 37 

Kane 48 







Kaboul 62 







HT 1-1 






Att 35,841 

West Ham 



0 

Crystal P. 

.1 







Jedinak 59 pen 

HT 0-0 






Att 34,977 




HOME 


AWAY 


p 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D L F A Pt 

Liverpool 

34 

15 

1 

1 51 15 

9 

4 4 42 27 77 

Chelsea 

34 

15 

2 

0 42 9 

8 

4 5 24 15 75 

Man City 

33 

14 

1 

1 54 12 

8 

4 5 34 22 71 

Arsenal 

34 

11 

5 

1 32 11 

9 

2 6 27 30 67 

Everton 

34 

12 

3 

2 34 16 

7 

6 4 21 18 66 

Spurs 

35 

10 

3 

5 27 23 

9 

3 5 24 26 63 

Man Utd 

33 

7 

3 

6 22 19 10 

3 4 34 19 57 

SAINTS 

35 

7 

5 

5 29 22 

6 

5 7 21 23 49 

Newcastle 

35 

7 

3 

8 20 28 

7 

1 9 19 26 46 

Stoke 

35 

9 

6 

2 23 15 

2 

5 11 16 34 44 

Crystal P 

35 

8 

2 

7 15 18 

5 

2 11 13 23 43 

West Ham 

35 

6 

3 

9 23 26 

4 

4 9 15 22 37 

Swansea 

35 

5 

5 

7 29 24 

4 

4 10 18 27 36 

Hull 

33 

7 

4 

6 20 16 

3 

2 11 14 24 36 

A. Villa 

34 

5 

310 19 28 

4 

5 7 16 21 35 

W.B.A. 

33 

3 

9 

5 22 25 

3 

6 7 18 26 33 

Norwich 

34 

6 

6 

5 15 13 

2 

2 13 11 40 32 

Cardiff 

35 

5 

5 

8 19 33 

2 

4 11 12 32 30 

Fulham 

35 

5 

1 

11 20 34 

4 

2 12 15 43 30 

Sunderlnd 

33 

3 

310 14 24 

3 

5 9 17 32 26 

SkyBet Championship 1 




HOME 


AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D L F A Pt 

Leicester 

43 16 

4 

2 45 22 12 

5 4 34 21 93 

Burnley 

43 13 

6 

2 34 14 11 

8 3 33 21 86 

Derby Cty 

43 12 

4 

5 40 22 11 

5 6 37 26 78 

Q.P.R. 

43 14 

5 

2 35 16 

7 

5 10 19 24 73 

Wigan 

42 12 

7 

3 35 21 

8 

3 9 22 19 70 

Brighton 

43 

9 

_ 6 _ 

6 28 20 

8 

8 6 22 18 65 

Reading 

43 

7 

9 

5 34 23 10 

4 8 29 30 64 

Ipswich 

43 

11 

5 

5 31 21 

6 

8 8 25 29 64 

Nottm For 

43 

10 

7 

5 37 27 

5 

10 6 26 31 62 

CHERRIES 

43 

10 

5 

7 36 26 

7 

6 8 25 36 62 

Blackburn 

43 

10 

7 

5 30 18 

5 

9 7 29 38 61 

Watford 

42 

11 

5 

6 38 21 

4 

10 6 31 30 60 

Middlesbro 

43 

9 

9 

4 32 19 

5 

7 9 23 27 58 

Bolton 

43 

6 

10 

5 27 20 

7 

6 9 27 36 55 

Sheff Wed 

43 

9 

4 

8 36 27 

4 

10 8 23 30 53 

Leeds Utd 

43 

9 

4 

8 34 28 

6 

4 12 21 35 53 

Huddersfld 

43 

8 

6 

8 34 30 

4 

5 12 18 31 47 

Birminghm 

42 

2 

8 10 26 32 

9 

2 11 27 32 43 

Doncaster 

43 

9 

4 

9 26 29 

2 

6 13 12 37 43 

Millwall 

43 

5 

8 

8 25 33 

5 

5 12 19 40 43 

Charlton 

42 

6 

6 

9 17 24 

4 

6 11 14 31 42 

Blackpool 

43 

7 

6 

9 20 24 

3 

6 12 15 38 42 

Barnsley 

43 

5 

8 

9 20 33 

4 

4 13 20 36 39 

Yeovil 

43 

4 

6 

11 17 26 

4 

7 11 25 41 37 

Barnsley. 



0 

Leeds Utd 

.1 







McCormack 16 

HT 0-1 






Att 15,190 

Leicester. 



1 

Q.P.R.... 


.0 


Nugent 68 

HT 0-0 Att 27,386 



UP AND AWAY: Leicester City fans wearing Nigel Pearson face masks 
during the Sky Bet Championship match against QPR today. The ex-Saints 
boss has guided the Foxes to automatic promotion this season. 


Middlesbro. 

..1 

Millwall. 

.2 

Ledesma 80 


Maierhoter 16,30 

HT 0-2 



Att 15,342 

Nottm For. 

Derbyshire 2 

..1 

Birminghm 

.0 

HT 1-0 



Att 21,300 

Watford. 

.3 

Ipswich. 

.1 

Riera 21 



Wordsworth 50 

Angella 63 

McGugan 65 

HT 1-0 



Att 16,615 

SkyBet League Two 1 

Burton Albion.. 

Kee 28 

Phillips 58 

Bell 85 

.3 

Hartlepool. 

.0 

HT 1-0 



Att 2,558 

POMPEY. 

.3 

Bristol R . .. 

.2 

Webster 12 

Hollands 41 

Fogden 70 



Harrold 22,42 


HT 2-2 Att 17,998 


HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F 

A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Scunthorpe 

43 

9 10 

2 29 17 10 10 

2 36 23 77 

Chesterfld 

43 

11 

9 

2 34 15 

9 

6 

6 32 24 75 

Rochdale 

43 14 

3 

5 40 22 

8 

6 

7 24 23 75 

Fleetwood Tn43 10 

5 

6 39 29 

11 

4 

7 24 20 72 

Burton Albion43 

11 

6 

5 27 20 

8 

8 

519 18 71 

Southend 

43 

9 

7 

5 27 16 

8 

7 

7 26 22 65 

York 

43 

8 

9 

4 21 

15 

8 

7 

7 27 24 64 

Oxford Utd 

43 

8 

6 

8 23 

21 

8 

8 

5 28 23 62 

Plymouth 

43 

8 

6 

7 21 

23 

8 

4 

10 25 29 58 

Bury 

43 

8 

11 

3 29 

19 

5 

7 

9 26 27 57 

Dagenham 

43 

8 

7 

6 25 

21 

6 

8 

8 25 32 57 

Mansfield 

43 

7 

6 

8 26 

27 

7 

9 

6 21 26 57 

Newport Cty 

43 

9 

5 

7 34 

25 

4 

10 

8 19 31 54 

POMPEY 

43 

9 

5 

8 23 

22 

4 

10 

7 25 37 54 

AFC Wim'dn 

43 

8 

7 

7 27 

26 

5 

7 

9 18 24 53 

Cheltnham 

43 

5 

9 

8 27 

32 

7 

7 

7 22 26 52 

Acc Stanley 

43 

5 

10 

7 30 

27 

7 

5 

9 19 25 51 

Morecambe 

43 

7 

9 

6 30 

26 

5 

5 

11 18 36 50 

Hartlepool 

43 

9 

3 

9 28 

24 

4 

7 

11 19 28 49 

Exeter 

43 

5 

6 10 19 

25 

7 

7 

8 30 30 49 

Wycombe 

43 

6 

6 10 19 

25 

5 

8 

8 23 26 47 

Bristol R 

43 10 

6 

5 27 

18 

1 

8 

13 13 32 47 

Northmptn 

43 

6 

7 

8 21 

30 

5 

7 10 15 25 47 

Torquay 

43 

4 

810 18 28 

6 

1 

14 19 33 39 


Scottish Premiership 


Hearts. 

2 Ross Cnty 


.0 

Hamill 65 pen 




Carrick 90 




HT 0-0 



Att 13,692 

Kilmarnock. 

. 1 Partick. 


.2 

Maksimenko 54 


Higginbotham 57 




Sinclair 85 

HT 0-0 



Att 4,980 

Motherwell. 

3 Celtic. 


.3 

Sutton 5,90 



Stokes 45 

Francis-Angol 44 



Samaras 56 




Griffiths 86 

HT 2-1 



Att 7,493 

St Johnstn. 

2 Dundee Utd.. 

.0 

Anderson 32 




May 76 




HT 1-0 



Att 5,223 

St Mirren. 

2 Hibernian. 


.0 

McLean 1 




McGowan 15 




HT 2-0 



Att 5,287 


HOME 

AWAY 

P W 

D L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Celtic 34 13 

3 0 36 7 15 

2 

1 49 12 89 

Aberdeen 34 10 

2 4 19 11 9 

5 

4 28 19 64 


Motherwell 34 11 2 4 35 27 8 2 7 23 26 61 

Dundee Utd 34 10 2 5 34 19 5 7 5 23 23 54 

Inverness CT34 7 5 5 23 15 8 3 6 17 20 53 

St Jqh_nstn_ _ 34 10 _ _3_ _5_32 13 _ 5_ _3_ _ 8 _ 1121 _5_1 
Hibernian 34 4 6 7 18 25 4 4 9 11 21 34 

St Mirren 34 6 6 5 21 19 3 1 13 15 36 34 

Kilmarnock 34 6 3 9 24 30 3 3 10 18 29 33 

Parti ck_34 _ 2 _ 7 _ _8_ 1_8_ 33 _ 5_ _5_ _7_ 20 25 _3_3 

RossCnty 34 6 2 9 22 28 2 5 10 16 30 31 

Hearts 34 5 3 9 14 25 3 4 10 21 34 16 


Scottish Championship 


Cowdenbth.4 Livingston.0 

Dumbarton.0 Queen Sth.3 

Falkirk.2 Raith.1 

Hamilton.2 Alloa.1 

Morton.1 Dundee.0 


Scottish League One 


Airdrieonians.... 2 East Fife.1 

Ayr Utd.1 Dunfrmline.1 

Forfar.0 Arbroath.2 

Stenhsmuir.0 Rangers.4 

Stranraer.1 Brechin.2 


Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 


Local non-league results 


SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Premier 

Chester FC 0 Wrexham 0 
FC Halifax Town 2 Macclesfield 1 
Forest Green Rovers 2 Woking 2 
Nuneaton 0 Barnet 1 
Welling Utd 1 Luton Town 2 
South 

Bishops Stortford 1 Sutton Utd 2 

Concord Rangers 1 Dover Athletic 2 

Farnborough 3 Maidenhead Utd 0 

Gosport Borough 3 Bath City 1 

Hayes & Yeading 1 Boreham Wood 0 

Staines 3 Chelmsford 1 

Tonbridge Angels 1 Bromley 1 

Whitehawk 3 Dorchester 0 

CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Premier Division 

AFC Totton 1 Bedford 1 

Banbury 1 St Albans 5 

Biggleswade 3 Bideford 0 

Chesham 0 Stourbridge 1 

Corby 1 Arlesey 3 

Frame 4 Burnham 1 

Hitchin 3 Chippenham 1 

Hungerford 0 Hemel Hempstead 4 

Poole Town 0 Cambridge City 1 

Redditch 0 Weymouth 4 

St Neots 3 Bashley 1 

Division One South & West 

Bridgwater Town 0 Fleet Town 0 

Cinderford 1 Wimborne 1 

Evesham Utd 2 Paulton Rovers 3 

Godaiming 1 Stratford 2 

Mangotsfield Utd 2 Cirencester 3 

North Leigh 0 Clevedon 1 

Shortwood Utd 1 Bishops Cleeve 0 

Swindon Supermarine 1 Merthyr Town 0 

Thatcham 0 Taunton 3 

Tiverton 2 Guildford City 0 

Yate 1 Didcot 0 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

AFC Portchester 0 Alresford 2 
Bemerton HH 0 Newport loW 2 
Blackfield & Langley 2 Hamworthy Utd 0 
Christchurch 2 Horndean 1 
Fareham Town 2 Bournemouth 1 
Fawley AFC 0 Whitchurch Utd 3 
Sholing 4 Verwood 1 
Division One 

Amesbury 0 Cowes Sports 0 

Andover Town 1 Petersfield 1 

East Cowes Vies 0 Andover New Street 3 

Laverstock & Ford 4 Fleet Spurs 0 

Pewsey Vale pp Hayling Utd 

Team Solent 1 Ringwood 2 

US Portsmouth 2 Tadley Calleva 1 

PUMA ENGINEERING HANTS PREMIER 

LEAGUE 

Premier Division 

AFC Stoneham 3 Locks Heath 3 

Colden Common 2 Bournemouth Sports 1 

Headley Utd 2 QK Soton 2 

Hedge End Rangers 0 Otterbourne 3 

Liphook Utd 4 Fleetlands 1 

Liss Athletic 2 AFC Aldermaston 5 

Overton Utd 1 Baffins Milton Rovers 5 

Paulsgrove 5 Winchester Castle 2 

Division One 

Bush Hill 4 Infinity 0 

Hamble Club 4 Andover Lions 0 

Michelmersh & Timsbury 1 Broughton 5 

Combination 

Clanfield 7 Liss Athletic 0 

Fleetlands 7 AFC Stoneham 3 

Michelmersh & Timsbury 0 Overton Utd 13 

Otterbourne 2 Winchester Castle 3 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Premier Division 

Moneyfields 0 Sholing 4 

Division One East 

Alresford 4 Petersfield 0 

Folland Sports 4 Alton 5 

Locks Heath pp US Portsmouth 

Newport loW 3 Horndean 0 

Division One West 

Romsey 1 Team Solent 2 

Verwood 3 Laverstock & Ford 1 

DREW SMITH SOTON LEAGUE 

League Trophy - quarter-finals 

AFC Botley 3 Solent Saints 3 (Solent won 0-3 

on pens) 

Athletico Romsey 1 AFC Grains 4 

Premier 

Cadnam Utd 0 Comrades 2 
Nursling 2 Netley CS 1 

Senior 1 

QK Soton Res 2 Durley Res 2 
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